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Melb PC Directory 


Office, membership, deliveries 
27 Dorcas Street 
South Melbourne, VIC. 3205 
(9 am —5 pm) 9699 6222 
Fax: 9699 6499 
Mail 
PO Box 283 
South Melbourne, VIC. 3205, Australia 
office@melbpc.org.au 
Tricia Swan 
Margaret Greer 
Kerry Williams 














First Aid (Help) line 
(10 am —3 pm) 9696 9200 







Management Committee 
committee@melbpc.org.au 
President 
George Skarbek 
president@melbpc.org.au 
Vice-President 
Dave Botherway 
vice-president@melbpc.org.au 
Treasurer 
Bill Ford treasurer@melbpc.org.au 
Secretary 
John Swale secretary@melbpc.org.au 
Members 
Ray Beatty taybea@melbpc.org.au 
Keith Beresford keith@melbpc.org.au 
Brian Horman bhor@melbpc.org.au 
Noel Peters noelp@melbpc.org.au 
Barry Martin batrymar@melbpc.org.au 
John Morris mortis@melbpc.org.au 




















Online Services 








Melb PC BBS 


(4 lines, up to 28.8 kbps) 9699 6611 







Internet Service Up to 120 mins total, per day: 







60 lines, max 56 kbps (V.90) 8626 5000 
120 lines, max 56 kbps (K5éflex) ©9934 9400 
120 lines, 9.6 kbps upwards ' 9697 4000 









Intranet Service 
26 lines, 30/10 mins, extra if lines free, 
max 33.6 kbps 9690 5644 










Home Page 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/ 
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Copyright Notice 

Copyright © 2000, Melbourne PC User Group Inc and individual authors. Except 
where otherwise stated, all material is the copyright of the author. Material in this 
magazine may be copied by nonprofit PC user groups without fee provided that 
there is no restriction published with the article, the copies are not used for 
commercial advantage, and the origins of the material and this permission to copy 
are acknowledged in the reprinted item . 


Liability Disclaimer 

Material published in this magazine represents the opinions of the authors, and 
does not carry any endorsement by the committee or the editor. We do not test 
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Rejections 
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President 


would like to open my first 
President’s Comments page by 
thanking Morris Tobias for his 
work as past President. Morris had to 
relinquish the President’s role because 
of changes in his work. See page 6 for a 
message from Morris giving a fuller 
explanation. 





I feel honoured to be chosen as the 
replacement President by the commit- 
tee and will work hard at representing 
all members and trying to look after 
your interests. This job is made easier 
by the fact that again we have an able, 
hard working and cohesive committee 
whose primary focus is to provide the 
best service for all of our members. 


I do not intend to make any radical 
changes to the club. However, one 
change that I see naturally occurring is 
that the importance of SIGs (Special 
Interest Groups). As computing is now 
covering a very wide range of interests 
nobody can keep up with all aspects, 
SIGs will become even more important 
to our members as will the volunteers 
who run these groups and I will be 
sympathetic to their needs. We are 
fortunate that a hard working Dave 
Botherway is the SIG coordinator and 
he has the SIG interests at heart. 


Internet Service 


If time permits I hope to be still 
involved with the Internet team. At the 
time of writing all functions are going 
very well. Response is good, mail and 
news are flowing well. The number of 
Internet users is approximately 5,500 
and is growing slowly. One interesting 
statistic is that approximately 3,200 
different users login each day and many 
login more than once. This illustrates to 
us the importance our users place on 
our Internet service and I will 
endeavour to ensure that it remains 

a good and reliable service. 
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PC (President’s 
Comments) 


George Skarbek 


Community Responsibility 


I am proud to say that during the recent 
power restrictions, which included 
computer usage bans, you were all 
excellent! Compliance was way above 
all expectations showing a great 
community spirit. For more details see 
Internet Newsletter No.8 on page 26. 


Training 


Our courses appear to be underrated 
by our members. The same lecturers 

at CAE are giving the same courses in 
Dorcas St. for less money yet Melb PC 
members are paying more money to 
attend the same course at CAE. There 
must be a perception that if it is a low 
cost course then it cannot be good. The 
committee is reluctant to increase fees 
in order to attract more users. My 
suggestion is that if you are considering 
a computer course then have a look at 


what Melb PC is offering. 


Furthermore, on the subject of training, 
Stan Johnstone, a past president and 
member of the Internet team, is 
conducting free Internet classes. These 
are not a part of the normal training 
schedule but are restricted to the retired 
or unemployed Melb PC members. 
These sessions start at 10.00 am and run 
until 3.00 pm at Dorcas St and cover 
browsing, mail & news, netiquette and 
what happens behind the scenes. To 
book you can either call the Office on 
9699 6499 or contact Stan directly by 
e-mail stanj@melbpc.org.au. There has 
been an overwhelming response to this 
offer with more than five sessions filled 
in the first five days after the 
announcement. More sessions are being 
planned. 


Think Tank 


A new newsgroup melbpc.thinktank has 
been formed. It is accessible only to 
members who use the Melb PC 





Internet service. The purpose of this 
newsgroup is to enable members to 
have input into the committee decision- 
making process and to allow the 
committee to ask questions of the 
membership at large. 


Unfortunately not many Internet users 
access newsgroups and there may be 
only a few hundred members who read 
the main newsgroup melbpc.general. 
However, many of those members are 
quite vocal and contribute a lot. If 
anyone would like to use the news- 
groups and does not know how to start, 
send an e-mail to help@melbpc.org.au 
and detailed instructions will be mailed 
back to you. 


Orientation Days 


Following the success of the 
Orientation Days that started again in 
March, the next date will be Saturday 
8 April 2000 starting at 10.00am. See 
page 28 for more details. 


Membership Sub-committee 


Due to the additional workload I have 
stepped down from the Membership 
sub-committee. Keith Beresford has 
taken on the job of co-ordinator. The 
main role of this group is to increase 
membership. If you have any ideas 
contact Keith at keith@melbpc.org.au. 


GST 


Unfortunately the GST cannot be 
avoided in our membership fees. The 
last fee increase was in July 1996 and 
our salary, magazine production costs 
and rent have increased in that time so 
we are unable to absorb the 10% GST. 
On a happier note, we are in a position 
to absorb the GST in relation to 


Internet subscriptions. 
a Pa fA 
freege Lag 
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Editorial 


he theme of this issue is “Fun 

and Games”. Historically, we 

have been less than successful 
n obtaining games software for review, 
;0 I was pleasantly surprised to find that 
we have many thematic articles. 


Book Reviews Editor 


Please join me in welcoming Major 
Keary as our Book Reviews Editor. He 
will look after book reviews and 
contribute to the magazine in other 
areas. If you wish to review a 
computing book, please write to Major 
it majkeary@netspace.net.au. 


Committee Movements 


[ have resigned from the Melb PC 
Committee of Management (as has 
Morris Tobias, our former President) 
owing to pressures of work and 
frequent absences from Melbourne. 

It is best to vacate the seat when one 
cannot devote the requisite time, so I 
took my own advice. I will continue to 
oversee the magazine and help with the 
Internet Service. 


Please join me in congratulating George 
Skarbek for agreeing to be our new 
President. He is a regular contributor to 
this magazine and I would like to make 
particular mention about his short piece 
about our Library. Many members are 
unaware that we have a book library, so 
it was very fortunate that George chose 
to provide a photograph and write 
about it at page 13. Please drop in at 
Dorcas Street and check it out. 


Silicon Valley 


In a previous issue I had said I would 
write about my experiences in the 
Valley. The frequent flying itself is 
tiring, but my family loves the miles it 
earns. United Airlines (http://vww.ual.com/) 
has a section for its Mileage Plus 
frequent flyer scheme, but a more 
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interesting site is the Unofficial United 
Help Desk (http://members.aol.com/ 
millionmileflyer/main. html). 


When I am not at home or at the US 
office, I need an Internet connection to 
get my e-mail and use other Internet 
resources. Before I joined AT&T 
WorldNet, I had AOL and found to my 
chagrin that there was no dial-up in 
Auckland. CompuServe, which is also 
owned by AOL, is apparently a much 
better choice for international travellers 
because it has dial-ups in more places. 
It is a delight to use a T3 connection at 
work and watch 10 MB files download 
within seconds. Back home I am 
contemplating getting Telstra’s Big 
Pond Advance cable Internet offering, 
as Optus@Home hasn’t reached 
Werribee. 400 kbit/s isn’t quite T3, but 
is certainly better than 56 kbit/s. 


I was issued with a Palm V, which 
enables me to carry a copy of my 
address book, appointments calendar, 
e-mail, etc in my pocket. I find it 
quicker to “type” with its little 
simulated keyboard than its “Grafitti” 
method. Of course, it is more 
convenient to edit a record on the 
laptop and pressing the Sync key to 
synchronise the two machines. Its US 
power pack is useless here, so I bought 
the Palm Travel Pack, which is a 
lightweight auto-ranging power pack 
with three international plugs and a 
Sync cable that does not need a power 
source to be present. 

A good place to find Palm software 1s 
http://www.palmgear.com/. 


One aspect of Silicon Valley culture 

is that nearly everyone seems to own 
shares and they talk about them all the 
time — at work, in restaurants, 
everywhere. There is a jargon all of its 
own, which I will have to learn. 


Ash Nallawalla 


Editor 





My favourite stock site is http:// 
www.island.com/. The Valley is full of 
pre-IPO startups, all hoping to turn its 
employees into millionnaires, although 
only one in five survive. The local 
newspaper is the San Jose Mercury 
News. One of its many URLs is 
http://www.sjmercury.com/ and is an 
excellent source of computing news 
(and employment classifieds). 


I learnt about a practice that seems to be 
fairly common in the US. My employer 
has a well-stocked cafeteria offering 
microwaveable meals, premium soft 
drinks and juices, crisps, and other 
nibbles — all free of charge. Others also 
offer cooked meals. Although some of 
my past Aussie employers have offered 
free beer on Friday evenings, I haven’t 
heard of anyone serving free meals and 
snacks. The US thinking 1s that it is 
cheaper to offer such snacks than to 
have employees drive away for half an 
hour to satisfy their hunger pangs. This 
makes a lot of sense. oO 





Presidential Changes 


A Message From Morris Tobias 


ue to a total change in my 
working life, I am no 
longer in a position to 
continue as President of Melbourne 
PC User Group and accordingly 
advise you of my resignation 
announced at the volunteers get- 
together on Tuesday night 22 
February. 





The committee decided that George 
Skarbek would take up the reins as 
our new President and already you 
will have read George’s first 
President’s Report. I know that he 
will do a fine job. Please support 
George as you have done me and he 
will preside over our group 
brilliantly. 


Having taken up an offer to manage 
sales for Australia, NZ and parts of 
Asia for US based company I’m 
accutely aware this will make huge 
demands on my time. I have been to 
the US for a three day meeting and 
by the time you read this, will have 
almost completed another three 
week stint. 





I’m saddened by having to stand 
down but I must consider my 
career and family first, ahead of any 
other commitments. Rest assured 
that I will always make myself 
available if there is any way that 

I can serve the group without it 
adversely affecting my work and 
family. 


It has been a huge pleasure working 
with such a fine, dedicated, un- 
selfish group of volunteers and 

I recognise that without your hard 
work, our user group would just be 
a little club. Thanks for your past 
support, I will look back with pride 
at the fantastic teamwork you have 
all contributed, and I know that 
with your continued input, our 
group will continue to grow and 

to serve its members well. 


I am also in awe of the fantastic job 
that our office personnel do too, in 
order to keep the wheels smoothly 
turning. Tricia, Margaret and Kerry, 
you are fantastic! O 


New president, George Skarbek (left) outgoing president Morris Tobias (right) at the volunteers party, 
Tuesday 22 February. 
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INDUSTRY NEWS 


now2000 — the learning experience of the 
new millennium will be held on 4—6 April at 
the Darling Harbour Convention & 
Exhibition Centre. 


With a tight format over three days, the 
conference will be an opportunity for 
delegates to also hear the latest developments 
on e-commerce and on line services from 
companies such as Keycorp, and 3 Com. 


Keynote presentations from Mr David 
Murray MD of the Commonwealth Bank, 
followed by Lucent’s Bell Laboratories Chief 
Technical Officer Robert L Martin, will set 
the scene for an informative and exciting 
conference. 


There will also be a greater globalisation of 
the conference with speakers from the 
United Kingdom, United States and New 
Zealand. ATUG has enhanced the 
international participation through its 
relationships with the Deutsche Messe and 
with TUANZ in New Zealand. 


To complement the keynote plenary sessions, 
streams with a focus on voice and data 
development, Internet and e-business 
services, wireless technologies along with 
industry policy and regulatory issues will 
provide delegates with an opportunity to 
consider issues within these sectors of the 
industry. 


now2000 is an essential experience for the 
forward looking business person. The 
Australian market is forecast to be worth over 
$A50 billion p.a. with growth hitting 11% per 
annum — three times the national GDP. 

It is also the second largest IT&T market in 
the Asia Pacific region, and as such, the 
now2000 event provides an ideal forum for 
the industry to grasp some of the topical 
issues facing both businesses and consumers. 


For Further Information: 


Conference Program: 
Veronica Kennedy-Good, Mindshare 
Communications 


Ph: (02) 4862 2426, 


E-mail: vkenned(@acenet.com.au 


Exhibition Program: 
Anna Bowman, Primary Communication 
Ph: (02) 9212 3888, Fax: (02) 9212 3990, 


E-mail: abowman@primary-pr.com O 
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VOICE - FAX 


Choose EASY-CONNECT PLUS for no compromise 
Fax reception on any Voice line! Integrate Any Fax 
(or Modem) into any Telephone Line 
using your existing number and/or a 
FaxStream Duet number. Completely 
Automatic and Transparent operation, 
without Compromise. No special 
wiring, any device at any location. 










service. Diverts calls made to your 
new Fax number direct to your Fax 


to your telephone. Connects in 
minutes to ANY telephone socket. 















AUTO MODEM RECEPTION 


Choose FIVX-PRO when you wish to fit a 
Modem to your Fax line and the Modem 
also needs to receive data calls. 
Directs Fax calls to your Fax and 
Data Calls to Modem. Barge-In 
protection is provided to prevent one. 
device interrupting the other while it . 






connection on dialing. Other device is 
then locked out. Ideal for connection of 
Payphones, Modems and EFT-POS to 
any Fax, Commander, PABX or any 
type of Roepe line. 





























MUSIC ont MESSAGE ON a 
FACILITY FOR ANY LINE 


No longer is this important business facility 
restricted to Commander or PABX 
systems. Simply connect any radio, 
cassette, digital player, or even your 
PC to this low cost unit and add a 
professional touch to any existing line! 


fitted to the same line, using your 
existing telephones. You can even 
use your phones as an intercom. 
No special wiring required. Up to 8 
extensions per line. Barge-in 
protection is also provided. 


HIGH QUALITY INTERCOM 





























DOOR STATION FOR ANY LINE 


When a visitor presses a supplied door phone 
mounted at your front door or gate, your 
telephones will ring allowing you to answer and 
converse from any telephone. If your, 
line is in use, a Call Interrupt facility 
will alert you. You can even open 
the gate or door with a command 
from your telephone. 


for 2 to 64 telephone handsets. 
Simply pick up any telephone and 
dial the desired telephone. 
InterPhone uses its own telephone 
cable, but does not connect toa 
Telecom line. 






















REMOTE TELEPHONE ACTIVATOR 
RTA will allow you to call in on your telephone 
line and SWITCH ON, SWITCH OFF, or RESET 
up to 6 separate electrical appliances, 
Networks using a touch tone 
telephone and PIN Number. Our orarTOn 
Line Sharing technology means you . 
can use it AUTOMATICALLY, on 
any existing line 


able to call in and RESET your 
PC from any Touch Tone 
Telephone, at any time, from 
anywhere in the world! 





RINGMASTER STD 


This compact low cost device allows any t 
Telephone devices to ring and communicate 
with each other, without the need to connect to 
Two Telecom lines. Save 25c per gg : 
call. Ideal for the Testing, Training & 
Demonstration of alltelephone _ 

devices. Operation is Bi-Directional. 


e UNCONDITIONAL 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE e TWO YEAR WARRANTY e DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
Visit our comprehensive Web Site for information, brochures, prices, product sheets, installation diagrams, distributors or to place an order. 


Web Site: www.natcomm.com.au 





FAXSTREAM DUET 


Choose our Low Cost FAXIMATE device when 
you wish to use your existing Fax Machine or 
Modem with the new Telstra FaxStream Duet 


device and calls to your other number ; 


OUTGOING MODEM or EFT-POS 


Choose AUTO-CONNECT when you wish to fit a 
Modem or EFT-POS unit to your Fax line, to make 
OUTGOING calls. Provides automatic 


TELEPHONE CALL TRANSFER 


Now you can answer a call on one telephone 
and then transfer the call to another telephone 


INTERPHONE provides LOUD, CLEAR, 
telephone quality INTERCOM communication 











PC RESET UNIT 
This low cost accessory for use with our RTA, is 
designed for quick and easy user fitting, direct to 
the back of ANY PC. Once fitted, you will be 















VOICE - FAX - MODEM 


Choose EASY-CONNECT PRO for no compromise 
Fax and Modem reception on any Voice line! 
Automatic Voice, Fax and Modem operation all on one 
line using your existing number and/ora gs 
FaxStream Duet number and/or Easycall 
Multiple Number. Scanning Facility will 
allow your Fax to be used as a Scanne 
for your PC. 































MULTIPLE MODEMS 


Choose AUTO-SELECT when two or more 
Modems need to be connected to a Fax or 
dedicated Modem line. Fit up to 
eight Modems, or seven Modems 
and one Fax to the same line. 
Incoming calls are automatically 
routed to any device. Barge-in 
scl is provided. 
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“DIGITAL MESSAGE CENTRE 
FOR MESSAGE ON HOLD 
HIGH QUALITY Royalty Free Generic or 
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replacement for a Radio on Hold 
connected to any PABX, 
Commander or Key Telephone 
System. 
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TWO LINE SELECTOR 


Now you can connect TWO telephones lines 
(Telstra, Optus, ISDN or Tie Line) to one Fax, 
Modem, Cordless Telephone, 
Answering Machine or any Telephone ; — 
device. Receive incoming calls from ; * 
either line. Make outgoing calls on 
either line. 
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POWER CONTROL UNIT 


This RTA accessory provides you with a simple 
‘2 minute plug in’ solution for controlling remote 
electrical equipment. Once fitted, you will be 
able to call in and TURN ON, ve 
TURN OFF or RESET the 
power connected to any 
Electrical Device from any 
Touch Tone Telephone. 




























RINGMASTER CLI 
Provides all of the facilities of our PRO devic 
and in addition generates TEN SEPARATE 
CALLING NUMBER DISPLAY Sag oo 
transmissions, in conjunction with _ 
any TELSTRA RING PATTERN. 
Alphanumeric and User Definabl 
CND transmissions are also © 
provided for. 
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by Eli Mydlarz 


nce there was Wolfenstein, 

then there was Doom. And 

eventually came Quake 
which spawned the age of mouse look. 
Following this was the realisation that 
using a mouse gave the player limitless 
control making FPS (first person 
shooters) more practical than ever. 
Hundreds of FPS games were created. 
Then came one of the greatest 
revolutions in gaming history, the 
3D Card. For the last three years, FPS 
games have been faster, bigger and 
higher quality than ever before. 
Half Life and Shogo pioneered the 
integration of plots and characters into 
modern FPS games and thanks to 
Quake 2 Internet play became 
remarkably practical. But what about 
those of us without the Internet? Are 
we doomed to repetitive single player 
for ever? 


Gamers now have a whole new type of 
game play, fully integrated and 
brilliantly designed. In my opinion, this 
is the largest FPS revolution since Half 
Life, or possibly even since Quake 2. 
Gamers all over the world can now 
access Death Match, Team Play, 
Capture the Flag, Domination and 





Figure 1. Part of the introductory fly-past. 
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Unreal Tournament 





Assault with or without a modem. This 
is, Unreal Tournament. 


That First Experience 


The game starts off by failing to detect 
any 3D hardware This is a known bug 
that has been corrected in the patch and 
anyone who can’t be bothered 
downloading can simply click SHOW 
ALL DEVICES and choose the 
appropriate option for your card (be 
aware that choosing OpenGL may 
cause the game to crash when you 
change the colour depth). While a 
minor problem, it is a shame that my 
first ever experience with the game was 
a bug. However my cynicism turned to 
intrigue as I watched the fantastically 
rendered introductory movie, 
completely in-engine. Thin clouds 
sliding silently across the starry night 
sky as hover cars fly past above the 
highly detailed streets. The 
introduction takes you on a fly through 
of the city surrounding one of Liandri’s 
main arenas, and at the same time 
explains the plot. Apparently an 
organised killing arena was introduced 
in order to quash violence among deep 
space miners, when Liandri realised 
these fights were attracting huge crowds 


they set up a bloody tournament. Which 
is when you come in; you are 
competing in the tournament. Apart 
from its graphical quality the 
introduction was not impressive. The 
plot as you would have guessed by now 
is equally unimpressive. 


The plot is one reason why you may not 
like this game but for those of you who 
love fragging (killing in gaming lingo) 
200 times an hour, then this game is for 
you. 


New Modes Of Play 


As I waited for my first game to load I 
was hoping it would be as good as I had 
heard. Believe me it was. Unreal 
‘Tournament sticks to the conventions of 
most FPS games with two exceptions. 
The single player mode is a tournament 
set in 32 different arenas in five modes 
of play. To advance from Death Match 
to CTF play you need to finish the first 
four levels of Death Match and so on. 
Then the big one, along with 
conventional multi player (which in 
itself is nicely done) is bot multi player; 
just another online game with the 
exception that all opponents are 
computer simulated and therefore do 
not require an Internet connection. 





Figure 2. In the tutorials every screen has instructions. 
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Figure 3. Creating a new character. 


This is packaged neatly with a windows 
type interface and is titled Practice Play. 


Assault is one of the new modes being 
introduced by Unreal Tournament. It 
puts you and any number of team mates 
on a mission with a set of objectives. 
After completing the set of objectives, 
you then have to prevent your 
opponent from completing them in a 
shorter time than you did. The mode is 
creative but can be confusing until you 
get used to not knowing where most of 
your objectives are and how to get 
there. But with time you will have 
learnt the locations of every weapon 


and every vial of health. 


The next new mode 1s Domination. 
Domination usually involves three 
points placed cleverly on the map, when 
you touch that point your team gains 
control of it and for every three seconds 
you control an area your team scores. 
Thus the more areas your team controls 
the faster you will reach your target 
score of, say, 25. The enemy takes 
control of the areas the same way so 
you must find a balance between 
defending the points you have control 
over and taking over your enemy’s. Last 
man standing is also a new mode but 
does not require much explanation. 


Each player gets a set number of lives in 
a Death Match game. The last man 
standing wins. The rest of the modes 
are standard. Death Match, Capture the 
Flag and Team Death Match. But what 
makes them interesting are the tons of 
diverse, well designed and finely 
detailed levels included in the game. I 
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don’t mean to offend ID fans but in my 
opinion the level design is far superior 
to Quake 3. Don’t get me wrong. I will 
not compare the two packages because 
they differ so greatly in game play that it 
would be unfair to judge them against 
each other. 


Training Included 


The game also includes training courses 
for all modes of play, which while short, 
are useful for those with little 
experience in FPS games. 


This game is also one of the first games 
(in my opinion) to take full advantage 
of the 32-bit colour palette supported 
by most 3D Cards. The levels are 
bright, full of shadows, lit by 
moonlight, surrounded by nebulas or 
even rocking back and forth in the 
turbulent waters of an ocean far away as 
the sun rises over a mountain. This 
makes the game significantly nicer to 
look at than some of its counterparts. 


Good Range Of Weapons 


Unreal Tournament offers some of the 
best weapons around, all designed so 
that you have a large arsenal of weapons 
at any range. Close range weapons 
include the translocator, a small teleporter 
that can be used for telefragging your 
opponents, the Chainsaw and the 
Pressure Hammer. At medium range 
take ‘em down with the Pulse Gun, the 
Rocket Launcher and single or dual 
Enforcers (a fancy looking pistol). At 
long range lay down the smack with 
some instant hit weapons like the 
Minigun, Shock Rifle, Sniper Rifle or 





Figure 4. Capture the Flag. 


the legendary Redeemer. Other 
weapons include the Flak cannon and 
the GES Bio Rifle. 


But that’s not all. Adding even more 
variety is the “secondary fire”. Each 
weapon has this in addition to its 
primary fire. Whether it is guiding a 
small nuclear missile from first person 
view or firing your Enforcer “gangsta 
style”, secondary fire provides a useful 
tactical option with every weapon. 


The bots range from Godlike to 
completely incompetent depending on 
your own skill level, and like Unreal the 
“auto adjust skill level” feature is also 
included, allowing bots to adapt to your 
brilliance. (or lack of experience if 
necessary). They work in teams, they 
retreat to look for health when they are 
injured and they come back angry when 
you kill ‘em. Many bots have their own 
personalities too. For example 
Lexington will only use Enforcers and 
is perfectly accurate. Necris bots tend to 
be more aggressive than most others, 
following your enemy even as they 
retreat. Holding down the “V” key 
allows you to issue orders to your bots 
and yell anything from taunts to crys of 
pain, all of which are of course 
“bindable” to any key on the keyboard. 


Compatibility Problem 


However. the game lacks compatibility. 
For those of you with Voodoo 2s or 3s 
this game will run nicely on a 200 MHz 
machine. But for the rest of us with our 
GeForce chips and TNT2s will need a 
higher spec. machine in order to get the 
most out of the game. This is because 


the game is built around Glide (an API supported only by 
3DFX chips such as the Voodoo 2) and if you are not using 
Glide, you will have to be using either a high performance 
PC with a good 3D card or be prepared to take a hefty 
performance hit. One of the bigger drawbacks of the game is 
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Figure 5. Facing a rocket bearing down during a raging battle underground. 
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Figure 6. Floating dead (“fragged”) in the water after yet another battle lost to Blake. 


Figure 7. Fiery battles under the night sky. 
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its apparent requirement for HEAPS OF RAM. This is not 
stated anywhere but that’s the word going around and I can 
tell you from personal experience you will not get the most 
out of the game without at least 128 MB RAM. The problem 
is a complex one and I do not understand it fully but with 
only 64 MB RAM and even the fastest of PCs you will 
encounter frame rate drops of up to 65 percent while the 
game loads new textures during play. 


I would recommend something above a P200 if you have a 
Voodoo 3, while the rest of us should aim much higher, with 
a 300 to 400 MHz machine and at least 128 MB RAM. 


Game Play: 89% 
Al: 84% 

Graphics 93% 
Compatibility: 68% 
Lastability 91% 


Summary 


Overall a fantastic game, great for those who prefer clever 
tactics and skill rather than jumping up and down all the time 
as in Quake 3 (not that that’s not a skill in itself) but whatever 
you do, don’t try to compare it to Quake III, they are very 
different games. 


System Requirments and Performance 


The system requirements stated on the box can be quite 
misleading. They are accurate. For example, yes, the game 
can be played without a 3D accelerator but I think you would 
be unimpressed if you were to try it. 


It offers stable frame rates and although sometimes they may 
fall short of the performance hardcore gamers have come to 
expect, they are very playable and take nothing away from the 
quality of the game. 


The official system requirements are: 


CPU — Pentium II 200 MHz 

(233/266 recommended) 

Memory — 32 MB RAM 

(64 MB recommended) 

Disk Space — 120 MB 

(605 MB recommended) 

CD ROM drive 

Windows 9x compatible sound card 

PCI video card — (3D accelerator recommended) 


Remember, the game is primarily designed for use with 
Glide. Users of the newer (Voodoo 3 3000 etc.) 3Dfx brand 
cards will almost certainly get better frame rates. People 
owning Nvidia cards (TNT2 or Geforce) will probably need 
at least 128 MB RAM to avoid severe in-game slow downs. 
Your processor may need to be 300 MHz or faster. 


Price and Availability 


Unreal Tournament is available at most computer stores, 
including computer markets and swap meets. I bought my 
copy for around $55 and have seen it for as high as $99.95. 
The standard price seems to be in the order of 79.95. 
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For the Bookshelf 


Mayor Keary 


Using Quicken 


An Australian edition of Using Quicken 
has been published by QUE; written by 
Stephen O’Brien, a well known author 
of computer texts, this title covers 
Version 7 for Windows. 


The back cover carries an endorsement 
by Viv Martin (I know I’ve seen his 
name somewhere before): “This 
excellent book supplies a need for the 
Australian user. Suits beginners, 
advanced and trainers alike. This is the 
friend you can call out-of-hours”. 


It is good to see a well-known software 
package supported with documentation 
that is specific to local users. Stephen 
O’Brien has done a really good job; his 
book is comprehensive, practical, and 
directly relevant to Australian readers. 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS - COMPUTER SYSTEMS - COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
INTEL P3-500 


128MB SORAM, 13GB HDD 
MIDI ATX, 
S/BLASTER 128, SPEAKERS 


OS Corporation 


30 PORTMAN ST. f 
OAKLEIGH, 3166 
TEL : 9564-8300 
FAX: 9564-8311 


CD WRITERS 
& M/MEDIA 


RICOH 24X/6X/4X 

TEAC 24X/6X 

TEAC 24X/8X 

PANASONIC 20X/8X SCSI 
PANASONIC 8X/4X SCSI KIT 
HITACHI 6X DUD 

48X (DE CDROM 

PCMCIA CDROM 

BLANK CDS FROM 

80 MINUTES CDS 
RE-WRITABLE CDS FROM 
SOUND BLASTER LIVE VALUE 
SOUND BLASTER 128 PCI 
YAMAHA SOUND CARD PCI 


MODEMS 


AUTEC 56K - U90 EXT .... $129 
SWAN .K U90 EXT 
NETCOMM 56K V90_ INTERNAL 
WEB EXCEL 56K V90 EXT 
BANKSIA WAVE 56K EXT 


CPUS -- 
MOTHERBOARDS 


INTEL PENTIUM 2 - 433 CELERON 
INTEL PENTIUM - 466 CELERON 
INTEL PENTIOM - 500 CELERON 
(INTEL PENTIUM 500 

INTEL PENTIOM 
INTEL PENTIUM 
INTEL PENTIUM 3 - 533 
CELERON ATX MOTHERBOARD 
ASUS P2-99 M/BOARD 
A-OPEN AX6-BC 

A-BIT BE6 


YOODOO--2 


25 
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}S eB KEYBOARD. 15” X-DEMO 


MITSUBISAI 15” 
MITSUBISHI 
MITSUBISAI 


ASUS 3800 DELUXE 

ASUS 3800 ULTRA 

TNT--2 32MB, M--64 AGP 
YOODOO--3 2000 
YOODOO--3 3000 


6.4GB ULTRA 
8.4GB ULTRA ATA66 
10.2GB ULTRA ATA66 
13.5GB ULTRRA ATA66 
17GB ULTRA ATA66 
20GB ULTRA ATA66 
28GB 7200RPM 


The design is 
pleasing; wide 
margins are 
used to effect 
for side notes 


and leave plenty 
of room for 
reader 
annotation. 
Poe Quainkeon Porscnal, Quicken Quiune dent Quisedcen ter Bane. 
There are good Australian Edition 


screen shots nue 


that support the 

step-by-step descriptions of various 
processes. Quicken beginners should 
have no trouble in getting up and 
running, and experienced users will 
find the kind of information they are 
looking for. 


FLOPPY DRIVE, MOUSE, 
MIDI ATX, 48X CDROM, 
24BIT SOUND, SPEAKERS 
8MB VIDEO CARD AGP, 


MONITOR 17*" 


MONITORS 


ACER 15” MONITOR .... 
ACER 17” MONITOR .... 
ACER 19” MONITOR .. 
MONITOR 
17” MONITOR 
19” MONITOR 


VIDEO CARDS 


SMALL & 
ENVIROMENTS 


MEDIUM 
OF 


10BaseT MINI 


TRICK STYLE 
PLANE SCAPE TORMENT 


GABRIEL KNIGHT 3 
UNREAL TOURNAMENT 
TOMB RAIDER 4 


HARD DRIVES 


ATA66 


MECH WARRIOR 3 
SYSTEM SHOCK 2 
WHEEL OF TIME 
HOMEWORLD 
ROGUE SPEAR 


(DE 


SIM CITY 3000 
SPECIAL OPS 2 
DELTA FORCE 2 
HEAVY GEAR 2 
CIVILAZATION 2 
NOCTURNE 





Stephen O'Brien 


32MB TNT--2 AGP, 
ER { 


10/100TX LAN CARD 


HALF LIFE OPPOSING FORCE 


CRUSADERS OF MIGHT & MAGIC 


STAR TREK, HIDDEN EVIL 
- THE DARK PROJECT 


This book is good reason for 
using Quicken; regardless of 
the nature of a small business 
(or even personal financial 
management), the solutions are 
to be found here in lucid, no- 
nonsense language. 


Stephen O’Brien: Using 
Quicken 7 for Windows 

ISBN 0-7248-1258-X 
Published by QUE, 466 pp., 
RRP $39.95 O 


INTEL P3-600 


128MB SORAM, 8.4GB HDD 
MIDI ATX, FLOPPY DRIVE, 
24BIT SOUND, SPEAKERS 
kEYBOARD, 

48X CD-ROM 

32MB TNT--2 AGP, 

19”" ACER MONITOR 


FLOPPY DRIVE, 


kEYBOARD, 
6X DUDROM 


NETWORKING SOLUTIONS 


WE PROVIDE NETWORKING SOLUTIONS FOR PARALLEL PORT TO IOBASET LAN ADAP- 


SIZE 
WIN9Y.x 


COMPANIES TOR $199 
and NT. JETDIRECT CARDS FOR ALL HP PRINT- 
$29 ERS FROM $250 

$89 NETCOMM WIRELESS LAN STARTER KIT 

$3199 

INTEL PRINTER SERVERS AVAIL. 


LOGITECH USB CAMERA 

PROTECH USB CAMERA 

MUSTEK 620U - USB - SCANNER .. 
LS--120 INTERNAL DRIVE 
INTERNAL ZIP 100MB 

EXTERNAL 250MB ZIP DRIVE 
MICROSOFT ERGO KEYBOARD 

BTC INTERNET KEYBOARD 


a 


PlayStation 


PLAYSTATION 


MODiFiED 
WITH NTSC & 


MOD - CHIPS 


$249.00 


PRICES AS 10/01/2000, WHILE STOCK LASTS & SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


LEASING / 6 MONTHS (INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 
(CONDITIONS APPLY). ERRORS / OMISSIONS EXCEPTED 
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What’s Up [There]? 


Gary Taylor 


ifty years ago I noticed a brilliant 

star, low down in the South West 

sky soon after the wintry sun had 
set. [asked my mother what it was and 
she said it was “The Pole Star, because 
that’s the brightest star in the sky”. 
I knew enough to dismiss this reply as 
ridiculous — at latitude 54 degrees 
North the Pole Star should have been 
much higher up in the sky. Then I 
began in earnest to teach myself 
astronomy and learn my way around 
the night sky. That bright star turned 
out to be the planet Venus. I had no 
access to computers and no teacher 
except the very elementary books in the 
local library. 


A few years later I was a student, in 
charge of the school observatory, gave 
lectures to fellow amateur astronomers 
and made sunspot and occultation 
records to send to Greenwich 
Observatory to help their research. I 
owned a refractor that I made using a 
frve-shilling 2-inch non-achromatic 
lens and Huyghenian eyepiece taped 
into a piece of cardboard tubing. With 
this apology for a telescope I could see 
double stars, nebulae, galaxies, Jupiter’s 
moons, the Alpine Valley and Domes 
on the Moon, occultations, and could 
study the spectra of the brightest stars. 
A side study of the mythology of the 
constellations led me to produce a slide 
show for sale to schools and societies. 
This show used my drawings plus 
photographs of suitable images issued 
originally as postage stamps; no 
scanners in those days! Going into the 
workforce was an easy jolt once I chose 
to do a permanent night shift. 


Often I came across references to 
astrology and mythology plus deep 
philosophical dissertations on 
cosmogony and cosmology. So many 
“-ologies” that eventually I placed all 
this data into storage for perusal at a 
later time when I might know enough 
to discard or save it. Because of my 
deep love and insatiable appetite for 
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astronomy I read and absorbed vast 
amounts of information, both academic 
and practical, in the fields of physics, 
maths, chemistry, lexicology, ancient 
civilisations, religions, humanities and 
so on. In later years these led on to 
arcane and esoteric studies in alchemy 
and mysticism and quantum physics. 
The penny finally dropped when I 
realised that all studies have a common 
link, that no knowledge or training or 
studying is ever wasted. Viewing the 
heavens with the naked eye becomes a 
lasting joy and costs zero except for 
warm clothing in winter. Viewing with 
binoculars will keep anyone busy for 
years and using a modest telescope 
means a lifetime of fun and a growing 
sense of wonder. 


‘Today there is never a dull moment or 
wasted time, because the availability of 
computers plus the Internet means that 
a 24-hour smorgasbord awaits anyone 
who has this technology. A sadist 
astronomer is one who is kind to a 
masochist astronomer — the person 
who logs into the Net and checks out 
“Astronomy Picture of the Day” at 
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html 
and then clicks on all the links on that 
page. The next punishing joy is to click 
on the home page of “Astronomical 
Society of Victoria (Australia)” at 
http://www.gsat.net.au/astrovic/ 


Not an enticing page but the links are 
excellent and one can see what is visible 
in the night sky for the current month, 
find out when the next free lecture is 
on, as well as check out the local 
Astronomical Societies at Frankston and 
other places. There are links to world 
sites, magazines and software. 


Much free software is available for 
astronomy fiends and plenty for those 
who are willing to pay for the programs. 
The freeware is superb and will give 
years of fun and help to both beginners 
and advanced amateurs. Free courses 
are available via the Net — even free 
books such as “Discovering 





The full Moon in Taurus. (Photo: Gary Taylor, 


Astronomy” at hittp:// 
kuphsx2.phsx.ukans.edu/~shawl/astr191/ 
helpful.html 


No telescope? Don’t worry, one can log 
in to many observatories and book time 
for observing heavenly objects online — 
one can even view what is coming 
through the Hubble Space Telescope at 


this moment. 


The April meeting at the East SIG will 
include a simple demonstration of 
software for astronomy, plus all the 
practical answers for the usual 
questions: What can I see without a 
telescope? Which are the best Web pages 
for telescopes, observing, history, Lunar 
studies, images, lessons, online 
magazines? The subject of astronomy 
can be pursued in more detail at the 
East Workshop SIG Beginners Group 
that meets on the Sunday after the 
second Tuesday of the month, at 120 
Eley Road in Blackburn. 


Oh, yes, the opposite of astronomy is 
usually dismissed as “That there 
astrology stuff”. It is classed as a 
pseudoscience yet most people read 
their horoscope in magazines and 
newspapers every day and laugh and 
joke about it. Introduce two “singles” 
and before long they will find out that 
one is a Scorpio and the other a Taurus 
— perfect match. Astrology software is 
freely available and the psychology and 
mythology linked to astrology is 
fascinating, giving great joy and insight 
to all who browse it. Astrology will be 
covered at a later East SIG meeting. 

Of course, astrology leads one into 
numerology, Tarot, Kabbalah, and New 
Age. To be a proficient astrologer one 
must have a good grasp of astronomy. 4 
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has an extensive members’ 
library at 27 Dorcas Street. 





Members may borrow up to four books 
per month and the service is free. 


Although we have many books, most are 


not current as the majority have been 
donated. This can be of value if you are 


struggling with an older program and you 


have lost your documentation. Some of 


the books reviewed from time to time 1n 


PC Update are also available for loan. 
Contact: Jack Kent 

Mondays only, 10.00 am to 3.00 pm. 
Melb PC office: (03) 9699 6222. 
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very useful resource for 
Australian Quicken users 1s 
Stephen O’Brien: Using 
Quicken 7 for Windows 


(ISBN 0-7248-1258-X RRP $39.95); 
a review is in this issue of PC Update. 


I noticed an interesting side note in the 
book; it reveals that—like many other 
Windows-based software packages— 
Quicken solves the Y2K problem by 
windowing. That means the program 
uses a translation table that treats, in 
this particular case, 2-digit year dates 
50-99 as being 19nn, and 2-digit year 
dates 00—49 as 20nn. The cut-off, 
which is 49/50 in this instance, can 
vary from application to application. 


A potential problem is that different 
applications use different cut-offs. 
For example, if data in an application, 
ElCheapo Financials, is exported to a 
UBeaut Spreadsheet file, and one 
program splits the year at 39/40, and 
the other at 49/50, what happens? 


Even though there may be provision 
for user-preference of a 2-digit or 4- 
digit year, down in the engine room the 
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Part of the members’ library at the Group’s office, 27 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne. 


Quicken & Y2K ..,..«::; 


real record uses two digits. Because 
Quicken is hardly the program one 
would use for long range plots, 
forecasts, and the like that call for year 
ranges over 100, its approach should 
not cause any problems. However, it 
is not clear what happens when data is 
exported to another application that 
splits the years at a different point. 


Windowing has some significant 
disadvantages: it won’t work in 
situations where the range of years 
exceeds 100; it will have problems 
where variables are used for sorting 
and indexing; it introduces 
complexities for future maintenance; 
and it is vulnerable to mismatching 
where other applications or systems 
use a different cut-off year. There 
were a few professional Y2K titles 
published amongst the mountain 

of books on the subject; three in 
particular discuss the windowing 
technique: Y2K in a Nutshell 
(published by O’Reilly), The Year 2000 
Software Crisis (details following), and 
Year 2000 Best Practices (details 
following). 


In the library are: 


Hayes & Ulrich: The Year 2000 Software 
Crisis 

ISBN 0-13-655664-7 

Published by Prentice Hall 1997 


Hayes & Ulrich: The Year 2000 Software 
Crisis—The Continuing Challenge 

ISBN 0-13-960154-6 

Published by Prentice Hall 1998 


This is a follow-up to the previous title 
and contains a good discussion of 
windowing. 


Dick Lefkon, ed.: Year 2000 Best Practice 
ISBN 0-13-646506-4 
Published by Prentice Hall 1998 


Windowing comes under Date Windowing 
(p.301) and Dynamic Bridging (p.333). 
This is a collection of papers by a long 
list of authors and was the primary 
sourcebook for 1997 U.S. 
Congressional Hearings. The book has 
no index! But it is a fascinating browse. 
Books about Y2K should not be sent 
off for recycling. There are some that 
should not have seen the light of day, 
but those mentioned above will 
continue to have relevance. Oo 
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SIG Coordinator, Dave Botherway 


SIGs are the life blood of Melbourne 
PC User Group. Groups of members 
with specific interests meet regularly to 
discuss and indulge their interests in a 
wide range of topics. 

This is where Melb PC membership 
really pays off and you gain all the 
benefits. Enhance your computer 
knowledge, widen your circle of 
friends who have similar interests and 
occasionally, similar problems to solve. 


Attending a SIG and meeting other 
members not only helps to enhance 
your knowledge and understanding of 
the specific topic. Often you will see 
presentations by visiting experts and 
the value of that is clear to all. 

All members are most welcome. This 
is part of your Melb PC membership, 
so feel free to contact any of the 
conveners listed here. Ask them about 
future meetings; ask them about the 
jormat of their meetings and anything 
else you need to get started. 

Dave. 


Access (Database) 
access-sig@melbpc.org.au 
2nd Monday 

6.30 — 8.30 pm 

Ian Daniels 

9802 0540 AH 


Assembly & Other 
Languages 
alt-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/alt 
1st Thursday 

7.00 — 10.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Felix Hofmann 

0408 023 423 BH 

9523 5400 AH 

Don McKenzie 

9521 3060 BH 

This is a technical programming 
SIG not confined to specific computer 
languages. Bring your algorithms, 
your code and your questions. 


Ballarat 
ball-sig@melbpc.org.au 

1st Thursday 

7.30 — 9.45 pm 

(except school holidays) 
Ballarat & Clarendon College 
614 Mair St, Ballarat 
VicRoads map 254 L12 

Ken Smith 

5332 7851 BH & AH 
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Ballarat is a general purpose SIG, 
usually we have no specific topic; it 


suits everyone at present to let the 


meeting run in a direction that is 
topical on the night. From time to 
time we have a guest speaker/ 


presenter on something of particular 


interest to us at the time but free form 


seems the norm at present. 


Bendigo 

bend-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://users.netcon.net.au/joe/melbpc. html 
2nd Wednesday 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 

Girton Grammar School 

105 Mackenzie St, Bendigo 
(Vine Street entrance, then 
follow the signs) 


VicRoads map 282 K14 
Alistair Shaw 


alistair@primus.com.au 
0417 688 705 BH & AH 


Joe Henry 


0408 134 404 BH & AH 

The Bendigo SIG is a regional group 
of computer users based in Bendigo. 
Young, old, experienced, beginners, all 
are catered for. Each meeting consists 
of some presentation, where 
interesting, useful or helpjul 
information is shared. Question and 


answer sessions are also a great help 
for those with computer related 


queries. 


Clarion 
clar-sig@melbpc.org.au 
4th Wednesday 

7.00 — 10.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 
Chris Livingstone 

9431 1897 BH & AH 


Communications 


comm-sig@melbpc.org.au 


http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/comms/ 
2nd Wednesday 

7.00 — 9.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Philip Lew 

9822 2998 BH (brief calls) 

The Communications SIG focusses 
on all aspects of computer connectivity. 
Topics include modem communi- 
cations (BBS and Internet dialup); 
Client /Server software, HTML and 
other Internet related topics. We also 


cover topics on Computer Networking 


(LANs and WANs) and other 
relevant general telecommunications 
issues of interest to the well connected 


PC user. 


Daytime 
day-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://members.xoom.com/day_1/ 
2nd Thursday 

10.00 am — 12 noon 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Don Buchanan 

9509 7119 BH & AH 

Graeme Minto 

9440 5030 BH & AH 

Daytime SIG is very popular; we 
have a good mix of female and male 


attendees and members have expressed 


satisfaction with the informal nature 
of our presentations. The SIG suits 


members who prefer and are available 
to meet during daylight hours. A wide 


range of topics are presented, 
dependant largely upon preferences 
expressed by the attending members. 
See our Web page for information. 


Digital Photo 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/digip/ 
3rd Monday, 7.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Thom Lyons 

9525 9793 or 0417 525 171 


East 

east-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.vicnet.net.au/~mpceast 
2nd Tuesday 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 

Blackburn English Speaking 
Language School 

120 Eley Rd. Blackburn Sth. 
Melways Ref. 61 J5 

Keith Beresford 

9733 5044 AH 

9736 2515 BH 

Margaret Brown 

9874 5778 


East Workshop 


east-ws(@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.vicnet.net.au/~eastsig/workshop/ 
Sunday following the East SIG 
meeting, 

10.00 am — 4.00 pm 

Blackburn English Speaking 
Language School 

120 Eley Rd. Blackburn Sth. 
Melways Ref. 61 J5 

Ken Gubbins 

9898 5478 PH/FAX 

The East Workshop is hands-on, 
practical, interactive and runs on the 
principle “Show me how, and I'll do 
it with your assistance”. We handle 
“how to upgrade”, “software doesn’t 


run”, “slow computer”, “no sound, 


Special Interest Group Meetings 


no video” problems and more. Bring 
your computer along. 

The East Beginners Group 
demonstrates how to set up and 
maintain a computer, how to run 
software, scan documents, process 
images, sort out error messages, etc. 
All procedures are repeated (slowly), 
until members feel confident with the 
new knowledge. 


Foothills (Boronia) 
foothills-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.wasser.com.au/foothills 
1st Sunday 

(except January) 

1.00 pm — 4.00 pm 

Progress Hall (rear entrance) 
134 Boronia Road 

(near Dorset Road.) 
Melways map 64 K9 

Jim McNabb 

9754 4862 BH & AH 


Genealogy 
http://www.vicnet.net.au/~eastsig/genealogy/ 
Sunday following the East SIG 
meeting, 

12.00 pm — 3.00 pm 

Blackburn English Speaking 
Language School 

120 Eley Rd. Blackburn Sth. 
Melways Ref. 61 J5 

Bruno Dik 

9733 4585 

The Genealogy SIG is for those 
beginning genealogy and for those 
who are advanced but need more 
computer knowledge to move ahead. 
Members’ trials, tribulations and 
expertise are openly discussed and 


freely shared in this self-help group. 


Graphics 
graph-sig@melbpc.org.au 

3rd Monday 

7.30 — 10.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

9562 1023 AH (brief calls) 

The Graphics SIG explores issues 
related to computer graphics software 
and hardware. Members provide 
demonstrations each month, covering 
areas such as paint programs, 
animation, graphics programming, 
printing, and scanning. Visitors are 
invited to bring along their graphics 
problems. 
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Hardware 
hardware-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/hw/ 
3rd Wednesday 

7.00 — 11.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Felix Hofmann 

0408 023 423 BH 

9523 5400 AH 

Thom Lyons 

9525 9793 or 0417 525 171 

We deal with all levels of PC 
Hardware from chips to complete 
networks of computers. Memebrs are 
invited to bring their questions and/or 
their hardware to the meeting for 
advice / assistance 


LUBe 


lube-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/lube/ 
3rd Thursday 

7.00 — 10.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Thom Lyons 

9525 9793 or 0417 525 171 


MACE 

(Melbourne Atari Computer 
Enthusiasts) 
mace-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/mace/ 
2nd Sunday 

10.00 am — 2.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Graham Hurford 

9416 1126 AH 

Roger Davies 

9879 1109 BH & AH 

Enquiries 0500 818 448 

The Atari SIG is dedicated to the the 
joy of Atari. The SIG is fast, furious 
and action packed. We welcome all 
owners and former owners (we know 
you are out there) to visit us and join 
in the fun; it’s a soul thing. 


Music 
music-sig@melbpc.org.au 

2nd Thursday 

7.30 — 9.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

9562 1023 AH (brief call please) 
Eric Best 

5781 1224 AH 


New Users, East 
newe-sig@melbpc.org.au 

2nd Tuesday 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 

(except January) 

St Mark’s Anglican Church 
Cnr Canterbury & Burke Rds, 
Camberwell 

Melway map 45 J10 

Mark Trickett 

9480 6695 BH & AH 
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New Users, East caters for the needs of 'Teen Game 


prospective and new computer users, 
new members having machine 
operating or system problems, and 
those new members wishing to increase 
their understanding of their equipment. 


Northern Suburbs 
north-sig@melbpc.org.au 
4th Wednesday 

7.00 pm — 10.00 pm 
Communications City, 
Suite 3, 1/7 Balaka Place, 
Bundoora 

Kristian Speers 

9428 7141 or 0413 627 578 
Mark Trickett 

9480 6695 BH & AH 


OS/2 

0s2-sig@melbpc.org.au 

4th Tuesday (except December) 
6.30 pm — 9.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

John Angelico 

9544 8792 BH & AH 

The OS/2 SIG offers technical and 
user-level support for all OS/2 users, 
covering all from 1.x to Warp Server 
for e-Business, plus native application 
software. Meetings feature news, 
software reviews, tips and tricks and 
the latest updates. Technical support 
days focus on installation and support 
for OS/2 applications and hardware 
assistance. 


Programming 
prog-sig@melbpc.org.au 
2nd Tuesday, 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 
Ross Hall 

5428 7497 AH 

9699 4000 BH 
Andrew Callaway 
9619 4067 BH 


Quicken 


quicken-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://viv-martin.hypermart.net/quicken.html 
4th Thursday 

7.00 - 9.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Viv Martin 

9583 5372 BH & AH 


Retired & Interested 


Persons 
rip-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/rip/ 
10.00 am — 12 noon 

4th (not last) Friday 
Lutheran Church, 

25 Cypress Ave, 

Glen Waverley 

Melway map 62 A9 

Ken Thomas 9884 5309 AH 
Noel Peters 


Development 
youth-sig@melbpc.org.au 

3rd Saturday 

2.00 — 5.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Tobias Cohen 

The Teen Game Development SIG 
focuses on game development for 
Under 18s with Games Factory, 
Klick’n’Play, MZX, Delphi, VB, 
Qbasic, GWBASIC, BASICA, 
Assembly, C, C++, Turbo C++, 
Visual C++, C++ Builder and 
more. Dedicated to teenagers 
interested in learning or furthering 
their skills in computer game 
development. 


Video Editing (General) 


video-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.vicnet.net.au/~vidsig/ 
4th Monday 

7.00 — 9.30 pm 

45 Talbot Ave, Balwyn 
Melway map 46 E8 

Albert Vanzet 

9439 1768 BH & AH 


Video Editing (Non- 
linear) 
videonl-sig@melbpc.org.au 

1st Tuesday (incl Nov) 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG room 

Lawrie Weston 

9742 3738 

Tivo computer video editing groups 
cater or the needs of Melb PC 
members. Their aim is to assist those 
who use the various hardware and 
software options to operate these 
systems and to convert their source 
recordings into pleasant and 
entertaining video productions. 

The "General" SIG uses both 
"linear" and "non-linear" systems and 
discusses topics such as "the art of 
video and video editing" The "Non- 
Linear" SIG concentrates only on 
that form of video editing and the 
various effects it offers. Both groups 
encourage members to bring along 
samples of their work for discussion. 
Visitors are always welcome. 


Warragul 
warr-sig@melbpc.org.au 

1st Friday 

7.30 — 10.00 pm 

Warragul Education Centre 
Smith St, Warragul 

VicRoads map 337 Q8 
Doreen Gillett (Assistant Sec.) 
5622 2865 AH 


WASINT (Web and 


Software Investment Tools) 
WASINT-Sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/ 
WASINT/ 

3rd Thursday 

7.00 pm — 9.30 pm 

Melb PC Top Floor SIG Room 
Richard Solly 

9626 7640 AH 

Become more confident in the use of 
web and software tools as part of your 
financial life. Join others, both at the 
monthly meeting and through the 
online web board to share your 
favourite sites and information sources 
in the exploding field of online 


financial information. 


Web Development 
webdev-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/webdev/ 
4th Monday, 

7.00 — 10.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 

Thom Lyons 

9525 9793 or 0417 525 171 


Web Development 


Workshop 
webdev-sig@melbpc.org.au 
2nd Saturday, 10.30 am 
Melb PC SIG Room 
Thom Lyons 

9525 9793 or 0417 525 171 
(members may bring their own 
systems) 


Western Suburbs 
west-sig@melbpc.org.au 
http://www.angelfire.com/or/westsig 
4th Tuesday 

7.00 — 9.00 pm 

Our Lady’s Tennis Club, 
Sunshine. (near the corner 

of Cornwall & Devonshire) 
Melway map 26 K12 

Tony Calenti 9370 8193 AH 


Windows 
win-sig@melbpc.org.au 
1st Monday 

7.00 — 9.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 
Lynn Pollock 

9598 3186 AH 

9533 5002 BH 


Windows 2000 
http://www.melbpc.org.au/sig/nt/ 
3rd Tuesday 

7.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room 
Andrew Callaway 
9619 4067 BH 
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Resolution? 


Stephen Davey 


ost people are often unsure 

of the best scanning 

resolution for the photo- 
graphs they scan on desktop scanners. 
For many purposes more may not be 
better. 


What to we mean by resolution? In fact 
we have two terms to deal with — 


Scanning resolution and Final resolution. 


As image/photograph files that have 
been scanned consist of a grid of pixels 
(picture elements), the number of 
pixels per inch when the image is 
displayed or printed is referred to as the 
final resolution. Just to confuse the 
issue, what should really be referred to 
as ppi (pixels per inch) is normally 
referred to dpi (dots per inch). 


Scanning resolution is the resolution 
that an image needs to be scanned at to 
achieve the final resolution. Obviously 
if you scan a photograph at the same 
size as it will be used then the scanning 
and final resolutions will be the same. 
However, if you intend to enlarge the 
photograph to, say, double the size and 
want a final resolution of 100 dpi then 
the scanning resolution will need to be 


200 dpi. 


So before scanning any photograph it is 
important you know what size you want 
the final photo to be. 


For web purposes, size is normally 
referred to in pixels, while for printing 
purposes millimetres or centimetres are 
normally used. 


Most good scanning software lets you 
enter the required final resolution and the 
final image size in pixels or millimetres. 
This means that you do not need to be 
worried about the actual scanning 
resolution — the scanner software is 
doing all the calculations for you. 


If your software does not let you enter 
in the final image size then you will 
have to do some extra calculations to 
arrive at the correct scanning resolution. 
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The rest of this article refers to the final 
resolution of images. 


There are generally three categories of 
scans made on typical scanners. 


Firstly, images that are used on the Web 
or for e-mail purposes; 

secondly, images used in documents 
printed on your own printers (inkjets/ 
lasers); 

and finally, images you want printed in 
high quality brochures or magazines. 


Web Images 


Generally Web images are best at about 
50 dpi to 90 dpi with scanned images 
saved as either GIF or JPEG files. In 
most cases photographs are best saved 
as JPEG and logos or images with large 
areas of flat colour, saved as GIF. 

With regard to resolution experiment 
yourself, viewing your scans in a 
browser rather that and image editing 
or scanning program. 


The higher the dpi the better the 
images appear . . . but the slower they 


load. 
Home Documents 


Images to be printed on an inkjet or 
laser printed only need to be from 

50 dpi to 120 dpi at the most. Try some 
tests on your own printer and you will 
find that it’s rare to get any image 
improvement once you go past about 


100 dpi. 
High Quality Offset Printing 


The myth is that for really high quality 
you need to have a 300 dpi image. In 
fact in almost all cases 300 dpi is far too 
high. The problem with scanning to a 
high resolution (dpi) is that the file sizes 
are much larger than required, slowing 
down imagesetting equipment and 
wasting disc space. 


The correct dpi required for printed 
images depends on the screen ruling 
used to make the plates. Screen ruling 


What Is The Best Scanning 


could be the subject of an entire article 
in its own right, however all printing 
companies will happily tell you what 
screen ruling they use. PC Update for 
instance, currently uses a screen ruling 


of 150 lines per inch. 


A good, general industry rule of thumb 
is to have image dpi at 1.4 times the 
screen ruling. 


So a magazine to be printed at — 
133 lpi need 186 dpi images, 

150 lpi needs 210 dpi images, and 
175 lpi needs 245 dpi images. 


The small sample images on the top 

of the next page show eight TIFF images 
scanned at a range from 50 to 350 dpi. 
Grab your magnifying glass and you be 
the judge of the lowest resolution that 
gives a good result. 


Note that the 300 dpi image is more — 
than twice the size of the 200 dpi image. 
Can you notice any quality difference? 








oo wae BE aah SG SS SS a SS 
TIFFDP! 50 75100 150 
JPG Quality 1 3 5 7 9 12 





The red line shows the relationship between resolution 
and TIFF file size. Note that doubling the resolution more 
than doubles the file size. 


The blue line shows the relationship between JPEG 
quality settings and file size. Note that reducing the 
quality setting below about 7 does not dramatically 

reduce the file size. 
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[TIFF FILES at various resolutions 
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70 dpi (70K) 


50. dpi (41K) 150 dpi (249K) 





100 dpi (121K) 










350 dpi (1280K) 





The images below are copies of the 200 Be aware that saving TIFF files as The 400% enlargement samples in the 
dpi TIFF image saved as JPEG files JPEG causes a reduction in file size by _ split image (bottom right) show in the 
ranging from 1 (the lowest quality and compressing the file in a “destructive” _left pane, part of the TIFF file scanned 
smallest size) to 12, the highest quality. | way. The compression is achieved by at 200 dpi and in the right pane, a JPEG 
It is interesting to compare the 200 dpi throwing data away (albeit in a very made by compressing this file using the 
TIFF image and the same file saved as cleaver and scientific way). If you quality setting of 12. On screen the 
JPEG (quality 12). resave a JPEG asa TIFF file the image | JPEG displays as a higher quality 

will not regain its lost quality. image. Let’s see it printed at 150 Ipi. O 


JPEG files created from the same 200 dpi (TIFF) scan (Quality figures refer to PHOTOSHOP options when saving JPEGs) 
Quality 1 — lowest (48K) Quality3 (61K) —=—=————— Quality 5 (74K) Quality 7(86K) 











Tip maze  aPEG1 
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acromedia’s Director 7 

Shockwave Internet Studio 

is a high-powered authoring 
tool with which you can create complex, 
multi-layered multimedia movies. Think 
games, presentations, simulations, Web 
sites and interactive CD-ROMs. Aimed 
at professional multimedia developers, 
Director is a sophisticated, yet intuitive, 
development tool. To give you some idea 
of its power ... it will animate up to 1000 
objects simultaneously, and play out the 
action at up to 999 frames per second. 


Back in PC Update, June 1999, I found 
myself impressed with Macromedia 
Flash, Director’s little sibling. Flash and 
Director include a common subset of 
functions, although they’re implemented 
differently. And whereas Flash’s strength 
is vector drawings and short animations, 
Director’s speciality is full-blown, 
sophisticated multimedia. Director lacks 
Flash’s powerful vector drawing 
capability, but ships with Fireworks so 
you can still create sophisticated bitmap 
graphics if Director’s built-in drawing 
functions aren’t up to the job. 





iS 


tweening path. 
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Figure 1. Creating a Director movie. The dotted line next to the balloons is the 


Macromedia Director 7 
Shockwave Internet Studio ¢ 


Much of Director’s power emanates 
from the inclusion of the Lingo 
scripting language, giving you the 
ability to add extensive interactive 
capabilities. Also shipped with Director 
is Sonic Foundry SoundForge XP for 
Windows for creating and editing audio 
files, and Aftershock for controlling 
Director output in Web browsers. As 
with most major development tools, 
Director has an established market of 
third-party plug-in extensions with 
which you can bolster its functionality; 
you'll find a selection of ‘lite’ plug-ins 
included in the package. 


Version 7 of Director includes a new, 
faster, engine although the interface is 
similar to that of previous releases. A 
library of 100 pre-built behaviours 
which you can drag and drop onto 
objects or frames speeds up 
development time considerably. There 
are several features designed specifically 
to optimise transmission of movies and 
reduce viewer waiting time. Streaming, 
for instance, means that Director 
movies can begin playing once the 








Figure 2. Expanded view of the Score. Note the special effect channels. 





Bernadette 
Houghton 


content required for the first frame has 
downloaded. Additionally, you can set 
movies to loop through the first few 
frames until the rest of the content has 
downloaded. 


How It Works 


Director has three main working 
windows - 


@ the Cast, which contains all the 
media (cast members) that make up 
a Director movie — the background, 
graphics, sounds, special effects and 
so on. 


@ the Stage, where you assemble the 
movie. 


@ the Score, a frame-by-frame 
overview of your movie 


The first step in creating a movie is to 
set the size of your Stage, then add cast 
members to the Cast. You can create 
these within Director or import them 
from another program or Cast. Creating 
cast members within Director involves 
opening the appropriate window and 
using the tools provided. For instance, 
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Figure 3. Assigning button behaviour to a sprite. 


open the Text window to create text, the 
Paint window to draw bitmaps, the 
Vector Shape window to create vector 
drawings and so on. 


Once you have your cast members, you 
drag them from the Cast onto either the 
Stage or the Score to create sprites, then 
position and resize them as your 
creativity dictates. Each visible sprite 
has its own channel in the Score, and 
you control its appearance and 
behaviour by manipulating the channel, 
tweaking the properties at the top of the 
Score, and adding behaviours. 
Behaviours are what give your movie 
interactivity and intelligence; for 
instance, changing the look of a button 


iNatural Web Design Effects Properties Editor 


Optimizers 
WEe DESIGN EFFECTS 


AF 


according to the user’s mouse position, 
starting or stopping an animation under 
specific conditions, or opening a new 
URL when the user clicks a sprite. You 
can drag pre-built behaviours from the 
Library Palette, use Lingo to create your 
own, or purchase them from third- 
party developers. When you drag a 
behaviour onto a sprite, a dialog box 
may appear prompting you for any 
information needed to control the 
behaviour. 


Among Director’s pre-built behaviours 
are simple animations such as Sway, 
Fade and Rotate. If you need more than 
this, you can animate objects using a 
traditional frame-by-frame method or 











Figure 5. Applying special effects (third party plug-in) to a sprite. 
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Figure 4. Creating graphics in the Paint window. 


by tweening. With tweening, you set up 
the starting and ending points for the 
animation, and Director automatically 
adds the frames in between. Each sprite 
capable of being tweened displays a 
tweening handle when selected; after 
you ve placed the sprite in its starting 
position on the Stage, you simply drag 
the tweening handle to where you want 
the sprite to finish up. Holding down 
the ALT key and clicking the resulting 
path adds curve points which you can 
push and pull to shape the path you 
want the sprite to follow. To skew or 
rotate sprites as they move along the 
path, you can adjust the appropriate 
options at the top of the Score. Since 
you can play your movies back 
immediately, it’s very easy to tweak and 
make subtle changes to an animation. 


Once you’ve created your movie, you 
can save it as a Shockwave movie or 
ava applet, then use Aftershock to 





Figure 6. Creating graphics with Fireworks. 
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create an HTML document to display the movie in a 
browser. At this point, you can open your movie in an 
HTML authoring tool and design the rest of the page, or 
embed the Aftershock code in an existing Web page. 
Alternatively, save your movie as a stand-alone executable 
application or protected movie. 


Assessment 


I found Director so intuitive that once I had completed the 
tutorial (which, by the way, is excellent), I was able to create 
my own movie, adding sound effects, links, animation and 
action buttons with a minimum of fuss and only occasional 
recourse to the documentation. For such a powerful and 
sophisticated program, this was very refreshing. Director has 
many more features than I’ve mentioned here, but the great 
thing is that the features I weren’t using didn’t get in 

my way. 


Director’s main strengths are its ease of use, streaming Ei tutorial der - Aftersh 
support, small resulting file sizes and its ability to embed all ee 
the media required by a movie into a single file. It also 
supports all the standard Internet protocols — HTML, 
HTTP, HTTPS, CGI Post and XML. The documentation is 
good, with both hard copy and online user manuals, 
including a hefty Lingo Dictionary. There is also a good 
online animated Guided Tour but, regrettably, only one 
sample file. 


I didn’t encounter any major problems; the peskiest issue was 
Director permitting me to attach illegal behaviours to sprites 
which I then had to go back and de-attach. Annoying, but not 
earth-shattering. 





Overall, I found myself very impressed with Director's Figure 8. Creating HTML documents in Aftershock. 
capabilities and ease of use. 

Cost and Availability Minimum System Requirements 

RRP $1895. Available from your local software reseller, Pentium 100 processor, Windows 99 or Windows NT 4.0, 32 
otherwise contact Macromedia ph: (03) 9853 0900, MB RAM for each application running concurrently, CD- 
fax (03) 9853 0600, ROM drive, sound card, 800 x 600 resolution and 8-bit, 256- 
e-mail asiapacific@Macromedia.com. Download a trial version colour monitor, 65 MB free disk space for Director 

from www.Macromedia.com/software/director/ component. Oo 


snmit 


www.nmit.vic.edu.au 
computing, networking & electronics 


NMIT is offering day and evening programs commencing May for those wishing to gain skills to obtain employment in the computing environment. 
seaee abi etapa COURSES 


Certificate in Information Processing - Windows Environment Certificate in Information Processing - Advanced MS Office 
Certificate in Information Management - Database The Systems Engineer Certificate Windows NT 

CISCO Network Associate Training Certificate in Computer Trouble Shooting & Assembly 
Certificate in Animation & Multi-Media Production Certificate in 3D Animation using 3D Studio Max 

Intro to Macromedia Software for WWW Site Development Fundamentals of Charater Animation 

Fundamentals of Multi-Media Production using Director 


Modules of Certificates can be completed independently. For further information contact (03) 9269 1481. 
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE Enrolments (03) 9269 1483. 
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System that will take you beyond 2000! 


133MHz is the standard bus speed for the new breed of Intel CPU’ S just 
released on to the market. The motherboard we use in this system is 

not only NSTL Year 2000 certified, but it also supports the new 133MHz 
front side bus so that you can upgrade to a faster CPU at a later date 
without having to purchase a new motherboard, RAM, etc. ........ 

Don’t get caught buying old technology. Buy with confidence from TECS. 


Intel Pentium Ill 550 CPU - Free delivery & setup*! 
Gigabyte 6VXE+ motherboard - 2 year parts & unlimited labour warranty! 


Supports 66/100/133MHz FSB _ 3 year manufacturer’s on-site warranty on 
Supports Ultra ATA66 IDE Hyundai monitors! 


Built-in 2 X USB ports a 

64M 133MHz SDRAM - Limited to Melbourne metro areas only. 
8.4G ATA66 IDE HDD 
-1.44M floppy drive 

8M ATI Rage Pro AGP card 
-15° Hyundai monitor 

48X IDE CD-ROM drive 
16-bit sound card 

pair of Genius 3D 200W 





speakers 

-Microsoft mouse & pad 
Silitek 104 keyboard Picture for illustrative purpose only. 
-Netcomm V90 internal fax/modem Actual units will vary. 


-VET anti-virus software 
-Windows 98 Second Edition 
-Choice of desk-top or midi-tower case 


Now with 550MHz CPU 
& 48X CD-ROM drive! ! 


STOR, 








The Electronic & Computer Stores 

Internet web address: www.tecs.com.au 
Retail — City: 305 Latrobe St. (03}9602-3499 Fax:(03)9642-8551 
outlets: Coburg: 311 Sydney Rad. 03}9383-7511 Fax:(03)9383-7896 


Ph:(03) (0 
Clayton: Cnr. Blackburn & Wellington Rds. te 3)9562-9501 Fax:(03)9562-9261 
Blackburn: 88 South Pde. Ph:(03)9877-7130 Fax:(03)9877-7382 


Head office / warehouse: 
Nunawading: 5 Silver Grove Ph:(03)9877-7071 Fax:(03)9877-708' 


Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E & OE. 


MS Combat Flight Simulator 





Graham Lawrence 


have been playing with Microsoft 
Combat Flight Simulator, WWH — 
Europe Series. 


When my brother-in-law presented me 


with this attractively packaged product to 


say I was delighted would be to seriously 
understate the matter. I am a flight 
simulator nut from way back. I grab 
every opportunity to try a new one, and 
as the eternal optimist I always think this 
one will provide a really accurate flight 
model. Well, the blurbs on the boxes 
make such big claims; but alas, one can 
easily be fooled. 


This Microsoft box is no exception. 
“The closest you can get to being a 
WWII fighter pilot,” it claims in bold 
type. What they call in sporting circles a 


Big Statement. Such copywriter’s puffery 
could be seen as insulting to the memory 


of the young men who were physically 
sick with terror at the call to scramble, 
but nevertheless climbed into their 
Spitfire or Hurricane and were so gallant 
in combat. But this is not the place for 
such musings, back to the game. 


“Fly the real thing,” it goes on, next to 
a nice picture of a P51 Mustang. “The 
realistic flight models ... will challenge 


@) Microsoft Combat Flight Simulator 





Flights Aacralt World Qptions Views Help 
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Figure 1 . View in cockpit of the Spitfire Mk IX. Lining up to fly under London Bridge. 


pilots to learn the different character- 
istics of each airplane. The performance 
of each aircraft has been tested and 
validated by WWII aces.” (see Figure 3) 


Naturally, one of the first things I 
checked on the box were the system 
requirements. I wish my computer was 
of such power that I could ignore these 
things, but alas it teeters on the brink of 
pathetic. Okay, it says 2 P133 and I have 
a P150. 16 MB RAM which is all I have 
is said to be enough, though 32 MB is 
recommended. Danger signs there. All 
the other things like video card and CD 
ROM speed seemed to be well covered 
so I ripped open the shrink wrap and 
ran the install procedure which, 
although slow, provided no drama. 


Drama with the controls though. To 
properly fly a fighter aircraft of the 
WWII you need to have a joystick and 
rudder pedals. With older versions of 
MS Flight Simulator a second joystick 
could be assigned to handle the rudder. 
I have constructed a set of rudder pedals 
using an analogue joystick bought for 
$10 at a swap meet, and a few odds and 
ends from my scrap bin. It works well 
with Flight Unlimited, F22 and MS 








i Microsoft Combat Flight Simulator 
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Kicking A Gift Horse In The Mouth 


Flight Simulator V5.1, but not with 
Combat Flight Simulator. Rudder 
control for that is only possible with a 
joystick which has a twist handle or a 
Flight Yoke/pedal combination. Neither 
of those are what I would call “realistic” 
for these aircraft. 


Grumpily I configured my weapon of 
choice, the Spitfire MK IX, with auto 
rudder; a hideous arrangement that 
links rudder and ailerons together in a 
way that usually defeats all attempts at 
fine control. 


I elected to use Free Flight mode for 
my initial foray into these particular 
cyber skies because there were a few 
things I wanted to try without being 
hassled by hostile aircraft. A nicely 
detailed cockpit image presents itself 
and after some whining from the starter 
motor the engine grumbles into life. 
This game does not recognise the 
throttle control on my joystick so again 
I find myself in the bad old days of 
keyboard control. 


The flight, when we lifted from the 
grass runway, proceeded in a series of 
jerks that reminded me vividly of the 








Figure 2. The Spitfire Mk IX sits on the runway at Middle Wollop. In chase view you 
have the choice of eight viewpoints. 
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prehistoric days of flight simulators on the Commodore Cé4. 
When we had lurched to a reasonable height over the 
picturesque terrain of Interlarken it was time to put this 
allegedly realistic, verified and tested flight model to the test. 
I rolled the Spitfire over, held it inverted and waited. In a real 
aircraft of this type the engine would stop, but this one 
bellowed on happily. I pushed the stick forward and the 
Microsoft Spitfire performed a graceful outside loop. No real 
Spitty ever did that. 


I was also interested in the stalling characteristics so I put the 
thing in a nose high attitude and cut the power. The stall 
came at about the right airspeed but did not come with the 
expected sharp downwards pitch. It seems unlikely a Spitfire 
would mush gently like that. 


In Quick Combat mode the extra processing power needed 
to render the enemy aircraft meant that the ground texture 
needed to be turned off otherwise the “jerks” became 
intolerable. This has a side benefit of making the opposing 
aircraft more easily seen, but further enhances the 
“Commodore C64 emulation” look and feel. (Figure 4) 


With this game many combinations of opponents can be 
selected but when you get one of them in your sights and 
press the firing button another weirdness presents itself. The 
guns take about half a second to fire and seem to go on for a 
full second after the button is released. After a while you 
learn to compensate for this, but it detracts from the play 
quality of the game. A well aimed burst of fire causes visible 
damage to the target. Smoke streams, wings break away, tails 
are shot off; and explosions occur in a very satisfying way. 


Because of the unfortunate limitations imposed by my slow 
computer I have not explored this game fully. That will have 
to wait for the upgrade I hope to do soon. But it shouldn’t 
have to. My computer meets or exceeds the system 
requirements for this product and therefore it should run 
smoothly. Now I realize Microsoft would say that it does run 
well on high spec. equipment, but I maintain that if that’s 
what it needs, that’s what it should say on the box. I mean, 
how would you feel if you bought a domestic appliance 
labeled to run on standard 240 volts only to find that to use it 
for its intended purpose it needed industrial strength 3-phase 
power. Grumpy? Me too! 


Summary 


Could be lots of fun but if you wish to buy this game and 
enjoy it, make sure your equipment substantially exceeds the 
recommendations. 


Price and Availability 


Microsoft Combat Flight Simulator, WWI — Europe Series 
RRP $89.00 Street prices vary from about $76.00 onwards. 


System Requirements 


Multimedia PC, P133 or faster processor, Windows 95, 98 or 
NT Workstation ver 4.0 SP3, 16 MB RAM for Win95 or 98, 
32 MB rec.: 32 MB RAM for NT 4.0, 200 MB disk space, 
230 MB rec., 30 MB for swap file, Double speed CD-ROM 
drive; Quad speed rec. Super VGA 256-colour monitor; 
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Figure 3. Doing what a Spitfire cannot do. In sustained inverted flight the engine 
should cut out from lack of fuel. 





Figure 4. View with ground texture off. 


Microsoft Combat Flight Simulator 
Flights Awcraft World Options Yiews Help 








Figure 5. Value of the map view is questionable. 


16-bit colour monitor rec. Microsoft mouse or comparable 
pointing device; joystick or flight yoke rec. DirectSound 6.0 
API-compatible sound card with speakers or headphones 
(with Win95/NT). Optional: 3-D graphics accelerator card or 
chip compatible with Microsoft Direct3D version 6:0 API, 
MM<X processor, Force feedback peripherals compatible with 
Microsoft DirectX version 6.0 API. O 
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Upgrade Or Upset — A Gripe With 
The Quicken Upgrade 


ontinuing improvement in 

software performance is a fact 

of life. Such improvements are 
often by way of upgrades to an existing 
program. The usual method is to run 
the upgrade over the existing program 
which is then updated with the newer 
features, and you continue on as before 
but with the enhancements. 


When the particular program is first 
purchased often it is necessary to 
expend time in customizing it to your 
particular needs. This is often time 
consuming, particularly with some 
popular bookkeeping/accounting 
programs such as Quicken/MYOB. 
Once established however you expect 
not to spend major time repeating or 
modifying in the future. In the past the 
upgrades to both Quicken and 
Quickbooks have adapted the new 
features into the program without 
major disruptions. You simply installed 
them and continued as before. 


Not so with the latest incarnations of 
both Quicken V6 and Quickbooks V5. 
First we were led to understand both 
products would be Y2K compliant at 
least to year 2027. So to users of 
Quicken Deluxe V6.00, it was a surprise 
to recently receive from the suppliers a 
CD claiming to “address a number of 
minor Y2K issues and cosmetic 
changes” associated with Quicken V6.0. 


Sounds harmless enough until you 


PETER McGUIGAN’S 


install it, then bingo! The Quickinvoice 
facility previously in use has vanished 
together with the customer and item 
lists. The program is no longer V6.0 but 
6.5 a bastard child neither V6 or V7 


which are the two recognized programs. 


Hardly a “minor issue”. Panic — what 
to do to continue your business 
invoicing. Attempts to phone Quicken 
Help line punctuated by advice of long 
delays and call abandoned after 20 
minutes wait. Send a fax and email 
calling for help but you guessed it — no 
reply. 

In desperation I reinstalled version 6 
with Quickinvoice. At least for the 
moment we can get our invoices out 
and continue in business and as of 12/ 
01/2000 no problems have yet surfaced, 
except the date function in 
Quickinvoice. But I am sure they are 
lurking there somewhere otherwise 


why the need for the upgrade? 


A visit to the Quicken Web site in 
search of an explanation drew a blank. 
No mention of any problems. The first 
ray of intelligence came from Melb PC 
Quicken SIG Convener Viv Martin 
who put out a general broadcast after 
contacting Intuit/Quicken Sydney 
where surprise, surprise! Quicken’s 
representative conceded they had many 
calls on the problem because 
“unfortunately our instructions were 
not at all clear.” A utility required to 


Bob 
Mayston | 





convert the Quickinvoice data was on 
the upgrade CD but there was no 
instruction on the necessity to use it. 
No wonder there are so many help 
phone calls. If the instructions were 
correct in the first instance the need to 
phone the help line would have been 
much less. 


Now you would think any caring 
supplier on finding their error would 
attempt to notify their customers either 
by mail/fax or the Web, but not a 
whisper; customers just have to fend for 
themselves. Finally some time later on 
the web site I located the patch to 
convert the Quickinvoice data, but no 
apology for omitting the instructions in 
the first instance. 


A further gripe emerges when the 
invoice function is raised in V6.5. The 
format of the former Quickinvoice has 
changed and will not fit the preprinted 
invoice forms which Intuit encourage 
you to purchase. Further there is no 
provision to state terms, you are forced 
to use Quicken’s “Due Date” day 


NOTEBOOKS GALORE 


COMPAQ. LARGE RANGE 
pe eer: UNBEATABLE PRICES 


30 Notebooks on display — 18 years trading integrity USED 
” eesikcaad dca ais 


Tos 7 Mail order a speciality — 


90 day Warranty and 30 day's money back Guarantee EX DEMO 
on used Notebooks — Trade-ins accepted 
Smalll, portable, Notebook Ink Jet Printers i llene sacagtal 
Modems, Network Cards, SCSI, GSM, Hard Disks 
Memory for Notebooks always available BUY 
(even for old models) and Carry Cases 
External CD-ROM Drives HIRE 


Ph: (03) 9537 2233 
Fax: (03) 9537 2266 
lester@eisa.net.au 


15 Brighton Rd. 
St Kilda VIC 
(opp. Town Hall) 
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TRY] FREE ZONE Trek Nepal 


Trek the Himalayas, enjoy exotic Kathmandu, ride the elephants in 
Chitwan and logon at Internet cafes in Kathmandu, Namche Bazaar 


with views of Everest and Amadablam or lakeside Pokhaha. 


We organise and escort trips to Nepal taking only small groups 
for the experience of a lifetime. 


Om Trek 
03 9781 1280 
http://travel.to/kathmandu/ 
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calculated from invoice date, not as in 
Australia where most business is based 
on calendar month. 


So not only do you need new stationery 
printed but you can no longer print 
your terms of business as formerly. 


In the new V6.5 I can no longer turn on 
the Q cards or access the video help 
files. A search of the CD discloses their 
presence but try as I may, I cannot 
access them from the Quicken 
program. 


So if you think I am disenchanted with 
this so called UPGRADE and with 
Intuit/Quicken you are correct. Far 
from a seamless transition it appears to 
have all the hall marks of a hastily 
prepared and half baked effort 
distributed without full and correct 
instructions and when the lack of 
instructions was discovered, no effort 
made to rectify the position. 


But this is not an isolated case. The 
sister program is Quickbooks. I started 
with version 3 and progressively 
upgraded without difficulty to Ver 5. 
This has served us well and we are 
happy to remain with V5. In passing we 
add that having set up our invoices 
template in the earlier versions the 
progression to and including V5 has not 
required any modification to our 








preprinted invoice forms. Because of 
impending GST which is supported by 
V6 only we decided to upgrade. 


Now in small print in the V6 manual it 
says the upgrading to V6 “may” not 
convert all your customized forms and 
you may have to recreate them. At least 
they warned you. You are urged to read 
the release notes on the CD. And what 
do they say? No longer is the operative 
word may — but here it states your 
template and memorized forms/reports 
WILL be trashed and you WILL have 
to recreate them! So, all that work has 
to be recreated. That takes time and 
time is money. Now I say any upgrade 
worth its salt should have been able to 
upgrade your data without the need for 
you to return to square one and recreate 
it. So 0/10 Intuit/Quicken programmers 
for your indifference to your 
customers’ needs. 


But is all this a sign of a more 
underlying symptom? Once Intuit and 
MYOB were both software vendors and 
the program was the object to be 
advanced. Both enjoyed a fairly equal 
share of the market. Tech service was 
in-house and the whole effort dedicated 
to the advance of the program. Today, in 
my view MYOB remains the leading 
dedicated accounting software supplier 
as they keep their eye on the software 
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ball. By contrast Quicken/Intuit has 
concentrated particularly their Web site 
on commercial offerings of online share 
trading, sales of insurance, point-of-sale 
software. Looking at the overall 
activities one is left wondering if they 
have lost the plot on software. 


The present above-related example of 
recent software upgrades and lack of 
vital instructions leaves one wondering 
if the dedication to maintain the quality 
formerly associated with the Quicken 
set of programs is still there or has it 
been lost in the world of online 
consumerism. 


History has a habit of repeating itself. 
Many will remember Wordstar the 
program that once dominated word 
processing. Then came Windows which 
at first was ignored until a hastily 
prepared and slow Windows Wordstar 
version was produced that customers 
deserted in droves. The company forgot 
to keep their eye on the ball. With 
Quicken management concentration on 
selling online services perhaps the 
lessons of history will again be proven 
correct. O 


[Ed: Quicken was given the opportunity to 
respond. See page 61 of this issue — GT] 
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George Skarbek 
ISP Manager 


Congratulations 


am proud to say that during the recent power restrictions, 

which included computer usage bans, you were all excellent! 

The compliance was way above all expectations. The graphs 
show that before 7.00 pm almost nobody dialed in and then the 
modem banks started to fill as people turned on the computers right 
on 7.00 pm when the restrictions were lifted. Note that the graph is 
just for one representative bank of modems. The vertical axis are the 
number of users connected and the horizontal axis is the time in a 
24-hour format which is read from left to right. 


I sent this graph to the editor of the IT Age with a short covering 
letter and he decided to run this story in The Age. I did an interview 
during the weekend after the restrictions were lifted and the article 
was due to appear on Monday. However, as luck would have it, a few 
major news events filled the paper and that article never had a 
chance to appear. 


Nevertheless, may I reiterate my thanks to all of you on behalf of the 
Internet team. It is great to be a part of a club with such a sense of 
community. 


In other news, recently I attended a seminar for ISPs with Stan 
Johnstone and John Morris. One interesting point that was made 
that on average the ISPs have a ‘churn’ rate of 25% per quarter. This 
means that 25% of users change their ISP every three months. 
However, to put the industry figure into perspective, the single 
biggest reason given is the using up of free hours. Our rate is about 
15% per annum or close to 10 times better than the average. This is 
a gratifying result for your hard working Internet team. O 


Melbpc Internet Dialup Server Statistics 
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Figure 1. Users connected during 24-hour period. 
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theLounge.com.au 


by Major Keary 


n interesting Web site was launched in 
January, theLounge.com.au, which is 
described as, “an entertaining and 
informative destination site developed by 
women specifically for Australian women” in 
response to the “dearth of local, original online 
content relevant to Australian women”. 






By the end of this year it is likely that women 
will make up half of Australia’s Internet-user 
population, and so it should be. However, while 
that trend is not being matched generally by the 
number of sites that cater for women’s interests, 
there has been one notable development: 
theLounge.com.au 


According to the founder and CEO of 
theLounge.com.au, Julie Tylman, in 1997 
women made up 20 per cent of the Australian 
online community, and in 1998 they 
represented 37 percent. In spite of that 
substantial, and growing, proportion there has 
been “a severe lack of relevant content produced 
domestically for this audience”. Julie Tylman 
also makes the point, “Women are time poor 
and rather than randomly surf the Internet, they 
tend to gravitate towards sites that provide 
resources, topical information and 
entertainment. There are not many web sites 
that can offer this variety, especially not in any 
sites designed for Australian women.” 


The site is designed to provide content, 
community, and online services aimed at 
helping Australian women improve the quality 
of their lives by bringing convenience to their 
desktop. It features specific information 
channels on key subjects including pregnancy 
and parenting, home, living and entertaining, 
and body and skin care. Development plans 
include channels on finance, careers, health and 
fitness, fashion and style, books, and food and 


wine. 


Julie Tylman—a six-year veteran of the 
burgeoning US technology sector and an equity 
research analyst for Merrill Lynch in Silicon 
Valley—has assembled a team of women with 
impressive backgrounds in finance, marketing, 
and publishing. This is no flash-in-the-pan 
venture; it has been carefully planned by a 
world-class management team. It certainly looks 
interesting. O 
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Quake Ill Arena 


Bryan Leech 


uake III Arena is the latest 

game from id Software, the 

company that sourced the 

earlier Quake games and 

such history making challenges as 
Doom and Rise of the Triad. This latest 
product continues the general game 
style of the earlier epics, but with great 
advances in all aspects. This is a game to 
test the muscle of your computer, and 
the reflexes and nerves of the player. 


The game is split into six tiers, each 
containing four arenas. You must 
emerge victorious in each arena to be 
able to progress to the next tier. The 
aim is to “frag” (1.e., kill) every creature 
you meet. If you get fragged yourself, 
you come back to life, but with only 
basic reserves. You can play in single 
player mode, but the game is equally 
aimed at playing over a network or over 
the Internet. In single player mode you 
can choose a Skirmish option in which 
you select both the arena and the 
gladiators that will oppose you. This 
option 1s nearly the same as creating a 
multiplayer server, only you are playing 
against the computer instead of other, 
human-controlled, opponents. 
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In all, there are 32 computer-controlled 
gladiators, each with its own skill level 
and abilities, and some of them display 
almost human intelligence. There are 
nine weapons which you can collect, 
ranging from the gauntlet which 
combines a saw blade with a powerful 
electric charge, through to the BFG- 
10K — a plasma gun of extraordinary 
power. Beware, in confined spaces, 
some weapons may injure YOU! 


Of course, there is the usual collection 
of various types of armour, health 
packages, powerups and items you can 
carry, namely a Medkit and a personal 
Teleporter. Gameplay difficulty can be 
set at one of five levels, ranging from 
“I can win” for the beginner or player 
who, like me, is out of practice, to 
“Nightmare” for the dedicated game 
player who wants a REAL challenge. 


Quake III allows a high degree of 
customisation. You can choose any 
name for yourself (at times, the 
computer may address you by name) 
and a “skin”, chosen from a suite of 89 
characters. About two thirds of these 
are male, and range from vaguely 
handsome through very ugly to 





skeletonic. This is how you will be seen 
if you confront a mirror, or by another 
player in a multiplayer game. All 
controls (and there are quite a few to 
remember) can be customised to your 
taste. Resolution, colour depth, texture 
mapping and lighting can all be 
controlled (independently of your 
Windows display setup) so that a 
suitable compromise can be made if 
your machine lacks the power to run 
this game at its best. 


Subjectively, Quake III Arena is a 
superb showpiece. If you want to show 
off the graphics and sound of your latest 
high-power computer acquisition, as I 
have been doing, you can’t go past this. 
The 3D graphics, action and sound 
equal or better anything I have seen and 
heard from any other game, on PC or 
Playstation (although there is one 
space-action game I have seen in pre- 
release form — no names yet — which 
does have even better graphics). The 
arenas show great detail, wonderfully 
textured skies (when in the open), and 
excellently rendered sprays of blood 
and clouds of smoke (beware the 
crimson Fog of Death). 
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Detailed cinematic sequences link 
between each level, and, although 
computer drawn, nearly look like live 
action. 


At the least challenging level of game- 
play, you meet only a few villains and 
are offered plenty of weapons, health, 
armour and ammunition. There is 
plenty of time to develop your skills in 
manoeuvring your character and 
exploring the current arena. I have only 
just obtained the game so have had little 
opportunity to get my skills back into 
practice and get very far in the arenas. 
The first arena seems to be essentially a 
learning area before you get to the “real” 
levels. At the “Nightmare” level, your 
skills and reflexes need to be very sharp - 
no time to think about which control is 
which, their use needs to be second 


Melb PC Orientation Days 


Orientation Days have started 
again. This is for both new and 


nature. Gladiators are thrown at you at 
high speed, and resources are not 


plentiful. 


In playing the game, there is tremendous 
variety in environment, obviously a lot 
of variety in computer-controlled 
opponents, and a great deal to excite 

the eye and ear. Many players will be 
attracted by the opportunity to play 
against human-controlled opponents 
over the Internet. The floor plans are 
extensive, and three-dimensional in that 
you climb stairs and ramps and jump up 
onto ledges. I can see that honing my 
skills and conquering each arena is going 
to keep me amused for quite a long time; 
something I would wish when you 
consider the cost of these games. For me, 
this game has elicited great enthusiasm, 
and I can readily recommend it as being 


among the best of the current crop of 
shoot-em-ups. If your computer has the 
grunt, go out and buy Quake III Arena! 


Tested on a Pentium III 500 MHz 
motherboard with Intel 440BX AGP 
chipset; 128 MB 60ns memory; nVidia 
TNT2 Ultra AGP 32 MB video card 
with Open GL drivers (supplied with the 
game); SoundBlaster Live sound card 
and Labtec LCS-2514 surround 
speakers. Minimum requirements are 
PII 266 (with a 4 MB video card), 

64 MB RAM, 70 MB to 530 MB hard 
disk space (the latter is recommended), 
Open GL compliant 3D video card, 
Windows 95/98 with Direct X. 

Ratings: Graphics 9/10, Sound 9/10, 
gameplay 10/10, value for money 9/10. 
Classification: MA15+ 

RRP: $89.95. Street price, around $75. O 


Free Daytime Internet Classes 
for the Retired and Unemployed 


A series of one-day Internet training sessions is 
planned to assist subscribers and prospective 
subscribers in using the Melb PC Internet service. 
There will be no charge for these sessions; they are 


established members to come 
and see Melb PC facilities and 
find out more about the benefits 
of Melb PC membership. 


The next one is planned for 
Saturday, 8 April 2000. These 
sessions are held at the Melb PC 
office at 27 Dorcas Street, South 
Melbourne, starting at 10.00 am 
and running for about two 
hours. 


Members are welcome to bring 
family or friends but numbers 
are limited and bookings are 
essential: Phone the 
administration office on 


(03) 9699 6222 
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strictly for retired and/or unemployed members. 


Sessions will be held on a weekday only. They will 
start at 10.00 am and run to 3.00 pm for small groups 
of 12 to 15 in a demonstration and seminar format. 


Location: 2nd Floor SIG Room at 
27 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne. 


These free sessions are designed to meet the 
requirements of both beginners and intermediate 
users. Sessions will explain what goes on behind the 
scenes, connecting, browsing, mail and news, as well 
as familiarisation, netiquette and carrying out simple 
tests. 


Members who are interested should contact Stan 
Johnstone: 


by letter (c/o the office) PO Box 283, South 
Melbourne, 3205, 


by fax to (03) 9699 6499, or 


e-mail to stanj@melbpc.org.au 


It is planned to commence these sessions immediately 
and as an attempt will be made to match available 
dates and experience, attendees will be contacted 
individually with available session dates. OU 
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by Glenn Webster 





Windows eanvnandar isa fle manager 
replacement for Windows that is similar to the 
Windows file manager WINFILE.EXE. However, 
Windows Commander uses a different approach: it 
has two fixed windows, which makes copying, 
moving, renaming and deleting files (and entire 
trees) much easier. The built-in file viewer can be 
used to view files of ANY SIZE in hex, binary or text 
format, using either the ASCII (DOS) or the ANSI 
(Windows) character set. You can launch any 
Windows-based program, or format disks. 
Windows Commander supports all of the major 
archiver programs, and treats the archived files like 
sub-directories, enabling you to copy and delete 
files to and from the archives easily, without any 
messy command lines to worry about. The 
appropriate archiver program is called 
automatically. PKZIP, ARJ, LHA, RAR and UC2 are 
all supported. You can encode/decode files in UUE, 
XXE and MIME format. Windows Commander has 
an enhanced search function with full text search 
(even inside archives), long filename support in 
Windows 95 and Windows NT (both 16- and 32-bit 
versions), drag and drop from and to the Explorer 
and the Desktop (32-bit version), a configurable 
button bar, a command line for starting programs 
with parameters and an FTP client to transfer files 
over the Internet. This version adds support for 
user-defined Hotkeys and for Unzipping and file 
deletion in the background. It requires MS 
Windows 95 or later and a mouse. Registration is 
US$32. 


| MELB 9266 


WinAmp Is a Windows- Hasbe audio utility. It 
supports both MPEG-2 and MPEG-3 audio 
streams, and it can manage multiple CD-ROM 
drives mounted in the same system. Other types of 
audio stream, such as WAV and MIDI, are 
supported also. The graphic equaliser provides you 
with the ability to alter the frequency response 
during playback. Winamp includes a playlist editor 
and creator that you can use to select multiple files 
(to play at once). WinAmp supports special plugins 
and skins, which can be used to customise the 
player to your preferences. The CD Audio player 
component of WinAmp also utilises the Internet’s 
CD-DataBase (CDDB) for retrieving track and song 
information. Streaming MP3 audio from the internet 
is supported by way of the ShoutCast technology 
developed by NullSoft. This new version corrects 
coding errors that caused systems to hang, and 
includes a cleaner installation program. WinAmp 
requires either MS Windows 95 or MS Windows NT 
4.0 or later, a Windows-supported sound card with 
the drivers correctly installed, 16 MB RAM, and a 
VGA or better graphics card and monitor. 
Registration is US$10. 

An enhanced version of WinAmp is available on 
disks MELB 9466 and 9467. 
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MELB 2661 CALENDARS Ver 2.0 


Calendar’ is a simple program that will produce 


the entire calendar for any year after 1752. 
Calendars are produced on screen and they can 
be saved as ASCII text files. This makes them ideal 
for inclusion in other documents, such as 
timetables and planners. You can print them as 
plain text documents as well. Screen displays show 
a full six months at a time. The program is fast and 
easy to use. The C++ source code used to write 
the program has been included on the disk. Since 
there are only fourteen different calendars, 
students may find the source code of interest. 
Calendar3 is freeware. 


MELB 9453 GENOPRO Ver 1.70 — 


GenoPro is a genealogical program that i is 
intuitively easy to learn and simple to use, yet it is 
capable of handling the most complex genealogy 
tree. You can use it for visualising, editing and 
printing large genealogy trees. It enables you to 
distribute your genealogy tree on the Internet and it 
supports scanned photos for everyone. The 
program uses a graphical presentation of squares 
(males), circles (females) and links (relationships) 
to represent a family tree. GenoPro can show 
many types of “relationships” including extended 
families with multiple marriages, de facto 
relationships and adoptions. It will also handle 
couples in a “dating” relationship, if you wish to 
record this event. Other features of GenoPro 
include Internet hyperlinks, GEDCOM Import/ 
Export, wizards, toolbar buttons, support for 
multiple pictures for each individual and marriage, 


“| unlimited undo and redo, copy, cut and paste, drag 
! and drop, zoom in/out, online help, tip of the day 


and tutorial and samples. You can view and edit a 
genealogy tree within a web browser, view the 
same tree in different ways, and view the same 
document from different windows, each with a 
different zoom. A font dialog can be used to display 
names in foreign languages. The print and print 
preview features can print a genealogy tree of up 
to 22,500 pages. You can simultaneously use the 
mouse, keyboard arrow keys and bookmarks to 
navigate while doing any operation, such as 
moving objects or creating links between objects. 
You can prevent a user from accidentally modifying 
a genealogy tree by enabling the read-only 
protection. This feature can be handy during a 
presentation with children around. GenoPro is 
freeware. 


MELB 9454-9455 BLACKICE BAO 
Ver 1.19.18LE (2 Disk Set) © 


BlackICE Basic is a 45-day paitatih version of 
BlackICE Defender, the award-winning intrusion 
detection system. BlackICE Basic is a fully 
operational program that will give your computer 
the ability to detect external intrusions into your 
system. It DOES NOT provide any firewall 
protection; there is no blocking of intruders and 





there are no other actions to protect your system 
from assault. The rise of the Internet and corporate 
computer networks has given hackers more 
opportunity than ever to break into systems. In the 
race to build faster and better networks, many 
companies forget to erect barriers to stop the 
hackers. Many home users are unaware of the 
threat of hackers and, therefore, they are easy 
targets for hacking. Many people use the internet 
for their daily financial and consumer activities so 
there is more sensitive information available. While 
some hackers are inexperienced kids (who merely 
want to show off to their friends that they could 
hack into a system) others are dedicated criminals 
and corporate spies trying to steal valuable 
information from companies and individuals. 


_ Unfortunately, even the most inexperienced hacker 


can cause severe damage to your network. 
BlackICE consists of an extremely powerful 
detection and analysis engine that monitors all 
network ports and protocols for suspicious traffic. 
When a possible attack is detected, BlackICE logs 
information about the event, including details about 
the attacker and the type of attack attempted. This 
information is analysed using sophisticated 
networking algorithms. BlackICE Basic is an 
evaluation version that is keyed to run for 45 days. 
lf you want to protect your computer from the 
dangers of the Internet, you will need to obtain a 
copy of BlackICE Defender (by the same authors) 
for US$40. BlackICE Basic requires a Pentium 
class computer running MS Windows 95/98/NT4 
with a minimum of 16 MB RAM and 10 MB disk 
space. 


MELB 9456 DOMAIN QUESTER. Ver 1. ee 


The Internet is quickly and irreversibly pacar’ & a 
part of our lives. It is not only erasing the 
boundaries between nations and continents, but it 
is also altering the entire planet by becoming a 
separate dimension with its own economy. 
Therefore, it is necessary for people to be able to 
find their way in this new virtual world that has 
arisen out of the Internet. It is no secret that 
websites lie at the heart of the world wide web. 
Each website, for example, http://www.internet- 
soft.com/vista, has its domains, such as internet- 
soft.com. Most companies start doing business on 
the Internet by creating their own websites and 
then trying to find the right domain name. Until 
recently it was still possible to find plenty of free 
domain names. All you had to do was select and 
register the proper domain name, but the economic 
benefits from this process were not always visible 
immediately. Rapid Internet growth has 





~ considerably complicated the issue of seeking out 


and finding the right domain name. At the present 
time nearly every available registration name has 

already been taken. How can a company find the 

“right” name; one that is short and sweet and just 

right. Sometimes the company may be required to 
browse manually through the registration status of 
thousands of possible domain names when 
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Did You Know? 


That you can purchase your shareware, pay your membership 
fees, enjoy an entertaining presentation, soak up the social 
atmosphere of a Melb PC gathering and then go out to dinner 


afterwards, all on the same evening? 


David and Glenn Webster have the Group’s entire shareware 
library and a good supply of floppy disks at every monthly 
meeting. Order your shareware and they will fill your order 
on the night. What could be easier or more convenient? 


attempting to launch its own website. Domain 
Quester has been developed for the express 
purpose of solving this problem. After entering a list 
of keywords that you would like to include in your 
website name, Domain Quester will generate a 
comprehensive list of domain names and report on 
whether or not they are currently free for use. You 
can input an unlimited number of words that relate 
to your business interests and these exact terms 
will be used as “root words” in an extensive search. 
Domain Quester uses a state-of-the-art algorithm in 
its searching and verifying of available domain 
names. Registration is US$30. 


MELB 9457 FRIENDLYTALK Ver 2.5 


FriendlyTalk allows you to chat with your fiance on 
the Internet. With FriendlyTalk you can see your 
friends go online and offline in real time. It 
combines a chat entry window where you can see 
your friends typing, and a chat history window 
where you can see the conversation that has 
already taken place. The program requires MS 
Windows 95 or later and an Internet connection. 
enoney iam! is freeware. 


"MELB 9458-9459 BOXER 99 FOR WINDOWS - 
I98/NT Ver 8.0.1 (2 Disko) 


Boxer 99 is a powerful, versatile text editor for. 
Windows 95/98/NT/2000. This fully-featured editor 
will appeal to programmers, writers, engineers, 
students and others. It features colour syntax 
highlighting, colour and mono syntax printing, 
column blocking, undo and redo, regular 
expression searches, incremental searches, an 
integrated spelling checker, syntax spelling checker 
and syntax matching. It also includes a hex viewing 
mode, multiple clipboards, user lists and tools, 
bookmarks, a calendar and a calculator. An 
extensive array of configuration options are 
available, including the ability to define key 
assignments, screen colours and fonts, templates, 
and even to define external programs as tools. 
Boxer 99 is a must-have program for anyone who 
edits text. Boxer 99 requires a PC with MS 
Windows 95/98/NT4/2000. Registration is US$59. 


A DOS version of this program is available on 
MELB 8291. An OS/2 version is available on MELB 
8269. 


MELB 9460 ‘COMMUNI 


Communi! is an educational program that provides 
a history of communication from caveman days to 
the present time. Its intended audience is children 
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Margaret Greer and Kerry Williams work in the 
Melb PC office in South Melbourne during the day. 
On the first Wednesday each month they pack up 


the gear and transport it to Pharmacy College just 


in grades 6 to 9, but older persons would find the 
program of interest. Mouse clicks provide 
informative text and/or pictures about such things 
as the telephone and the telegraph, television, 
braille, semaphore codes and satellites. The 
program includes quizzes to test the student's 
grasp of the subject. Registration is US$10. 


- MELB 9461-9462 freee. ER 
Ver 2. 02 (2 Disk Sh . 
Calendar Maker is a program you c can use to 


create personalised calendars, primarily for family 
use. It uses intuitive dialogs to guide you through 


. the processes of adding, deleting, changing and 
| ~ viewing calendar entries. The program supports 


five types of calendar entries: birthdays and 
anniversaries (each with two different styles of 
output), holidays, floating holidays (for events that 
don’t occur on the same date every year, such as 
Thanksgiving and Memorial Day), and fixed dates 
(for events that don’t fall into one of these 
categories). Once your additions and modifications 
have been completed, you can view the calendar 
on the screen or print it. The program includes a 
number of customisable options, (especially for 
__ printing), import/export features, and a sample file 


4 of holidays (US-based). Calendar Maker also 


comes with two companion programs that are 
designed to generate similar events with ease. 
Freeware. 


MELB 9463. FOREIGN EXCHANGE Ver 1.0 co 


Foreign Exchange uses Currency rates that it 
downloads through the Internet to facilitate 
calculation and conversion between the base 
currency, U.S. dollars, and 58 other most-common 
Currencies, as well as a custom defined currency. It 
can convert and then display the exchange rate for 
up to five different countries including Australia and 
the UK. Foreign Exchange requires MS Windows 
95 or later. Registration is US$15. 


MELB 9464-9465 TRAXT IME cee es 3. 5 
(2 Disk Set) 


TraxTime is a personal punch clock for Windows 
95. Perfect for anyone who must know time spent 
on different projects. Custom reports go to printer, 
disk or screen. Unlimited number of projects and 
dates. All in/out times are easily edited. Memos of 
any length can be written to accompany the time 
entries you create. TraxTime requires MS Windows 
95 or later. Registration is US$20. 

A 16-bit version of TraxTime is available on MELB 
8051. 








so that you can pay your membership fees while 
you're there. Attend a monthly meeting soon. Meet 
the staff; buy your shareware, buy George’s terrific 
book, see the presentation, meet other members... 


_ MELB 9466-9467 WINAMP (ENHANCED) . 
Ver 2.61 (2 Disk Set) 


WinAmp is a Windows-based audio utility. It 
supports both MPEG-2 and MPEG-3 audio 
streams, and it can manage multiple CD-ROM 
drives mounted in the same system. Other types of 


- audio stream, such as WAV and MIDI, are 
_ supported also. This enhanced version provides 
_ the necessary components to play the new WMA 


audio file format. The graphic equaliser provides 
you with the ability to alter the frequency response 
during playback. Winamp includes a playlist editor 
and creator that you can use to select multiple files 
(to play at once). WinAmp supports special plugins 
and skins, which can be used to customise the 
player to your preferences. The CD Audio player 
component of WinAmp also utilises the Internet's 
CD-DataBase (CDDB) for retrieving track and song 
information. Streaming MP3 audio from the 
internet is supported by way of the ShoutCast 
technology developed by NullSoft. This enhanced 
version includes many extra features over the 
basic version, including the new Audio 
Visualisation System for managing plugins and the 
ability to play the new WMA media format. It 
requires either MS Windows 95 or MS Windows NT 
4.0 or later, a Windows-supported sound card with 
the drivers correctly installed, 16 MB of RAM, and a 
VGA or better graphics card and monitor. 

j Regetaton is US$10. 

_ A basic version of WinAmp is available on disk 
MELB 9266. 


- MELB 9468 WIREDPLANET Ver 1.5 


WiredPlanet is a front-end that provides immediate 
access to WiredPlanet’s customisable streaming 
MP3 music network. WiredPlanet offers streaming 
music in many genres, including alternative, hip- 
hop, electronic, drum and bass, pop, downtempo, 
and more. In addition, WiredPlanet functions as a 
standard MP3 player and allows you to create 
customised stations. WiredPlanet can also connect 
to Shoutcast servers to play direct feeds from 
them. It requires MS Windows 95 or later and a 
sound card. 


MELB 9469-9470 ANTIGAME PLUS Ver 4.3. 
(2 Disk Set) 


You can use AntiGame Plus to remove games or 
any unwanted, outdated or unauthorised 
application from network servers and individual 
workstations. Its robust solution set makes it easy 
to maintain the appropriate use of your computing 
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resources. The program can ensure the 
implementation of a no-games policy, speed up 
and simplify the application search and removal 
process, increase network administration efficiency, 
regain control of the computing environment and 
improve employee productivity. AntiGame Plus 
runs as a stealth application in batch mode on all 
Win32 operating systems. It does not appear on 
the screen, in the system tray or in the “close 
program” dialog box, making it completely 
transparent to the end user. Unlike traditional 
search tools, this program’s SmartSearch works 


Command prompt programs that will enhance 
productivity. The programs include a Floppy Disk 
Utility, a Ten-Memory Calculator, a Date Difference 
Calculator, a Personal Timer, a Non-standard File 
Archiver, a File Encoder/Decoder, a Text Editor, a 
SysTray Utility, a Windows Screen Saver, a Recent 
File Shortcut Deletion Utility, a Notification Clock 
and Scheduler, and a number of others utilities. 
The programs in this versatile collection would be 
an asset to just about any computing task or 


then Desks At Will may be want you have been 
searching for. Desks At Will provides you with an 
unlimited number of virtual desktops; your 
computer work environment will never be easier to 
use. Each virtual desk has its own appearance. 
The background, fonts, colours, resolution, desktop 
icons and layout can be set for each virtual desk. 
The software also features password-protection, 
sticky apps, unique auto-placing apps and popups, 
lete an | 
fleepa catchall peta di ee. project. Even though the whole package is small, 


; : the programs included are powerful tools for 
independently of file names. It looks for unique “aca me feet acti rl ar aaa everyday home and office work. These utilities 


signatures, much like matching a fingerprint, then a require MS Windows 95 (OSR2 with IE4 or better 
reports on, and optionally cleans, games or other Se Ae onnita sialon Bath 3 suggested) or Windows 98 or better. The 
user-defined applications. The search spans the MB is recommended) and 3 MB of disk space installation requires about 1.5 MB of disk space. 
entire network, including servers and individual Desks At Will will expire 45 days after Hae terriers This software will cease to function after 30 days 
workstations. The program is designed to reside on Registration is US$22.50 ‘unless 2 eae acelin is dese QO 
batch mode. This shareware version detects about MELB 94/5 b ee 
100 games. The registered version detects over —_ Yoy can use FullDisk to view the contents of your Member tees: 










weatiti sade HOPI oes Wt MS hard disk on a folder by folder basis. The program Free . 
buil hierarchical tree that oe 
networks are supported, including Novell and network) and the folders on them. Selecting any W— - multi-system (PAL, NTSC, ae 


Windows NT. Registration provides one year's branch of this tree causes FullDisk to calculate the  ‘Multi-voltage. 
worth of upgrades and technical support. Upgrades ize of the branch and to display the results as a 


are available 2 to 3 times per year via the Internet. colourful list of folders and subfolders. You can | 1988 Hitachi Model VT-3005A VCR — a 
Registration is US$279 per 100 users. Upgrades print the results of each scan or save the results to Pl@y/recora NTSC only, multi-voltage. 
ch beats ib ie per ___ a file. FullDisk requires MS Windows 95/98/NT4. Both in working order with instruction 

B | SKS AT WILL 2c] _ —«C Registration | is US$10. booklets, but the TV requires a good © 
~ MELB 9474 _OPTIO! I antenna and careful set-up. > 


fy you a ever wished that you had several large OptionSoft Utilities is a collection of Windows and | Frank noe 9592 9803. 
computer screens connected to your computer Lo 


S CAN N E RS Management Systems Software 
oh 2 ay NTE RS Paradigm Backup $65 


Back-up to: REMOVABLE HARD DISK | ZIP DRIVE | CD-ROM 


ssthaatiattigtaaati tetera pote 








Free Dem | . 
emonstrations Paradigm Backup 1s the alternative to tape backup 


@ BUSINESS ) systems. Developed and supported in Australia. 
@ HOME | Visit our Web site, or phone for more details. 


@ MEDICAL : (03) 9723 2302 


® DOCUMENT : www.paradigmsoftware.com.au 

® BAR CODE PO Box 400, Croydon, Vic. 3136. Australia 

® EDUCATION www.scannerplace.com.au Fax: (03) 9723 3242 / e-mail: sales@paradigmsoftware.com.au 
Lower your colour printing costs. 


Bring Affordable Printing 


Performance Home. New CANON BUC 3000 @ Personalised Computer Tuition, to suit your needs 


With the new, BJC-3000 Color Bubble 
Jet Printer you can bring big printing — Separate O Computer Problems Solved 


performance home. It prints text and , Colour ink QC) Small Office Networking Solutions 
e-mail in crisp black at approximately j 
9 ppm, Web pages, greeting cards and — tanks! e Ages 9 to 99 catered for 


more in brilliant color around 4 ppm 


Il at 1440 x 720 dpi. It's the perfect Melb PC Price $279 | : a For PCs using: 
féol for a busy useua: ane ‘ $ | 5 DOS Windows 3.x Windows 95/98 


F with free pa Bell eens * Discounts for Melb PC members * 
The Scanner Place’ , Peter Selig 


Freecall .2e\ Phone (03) 9527-8805 Mobile 0419-335-221 
LS e-mail: pfselig@melbpc.org.au 





| ha 442 Station Street 
\Sam- 5 Box Hill Vic. 3128 
"—— Fax (03) 9897 3244 
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Members. Here is something you could hand around to your friends and acquaintances. Write your 
details in the “How did you learn About Melb PC” box opposite, then photocopy and distribute freely. 


Why You Should Join Melbourne PC User Group 


Melbourne PC User Group is many things to secretaries, CEOs, doctors, lawyers, plumbers, Meetings 


many people, after all it is the second largest 
user group in the world! Even though each 
of our thousands of members has a unique 
experience of Melb PC, we have a common 
belief in the value of computer users helping 
other computer users. 


Helping Them Do What? 


The list is almost endless — some of the 
things Melb PC is best known for are: 


Support 


Practical and emotional support. Whether 
you're trying to install a new operating 
system, a hard drive, a word processor or 
flight simulator, someone at Melb PC has 
been there and done that. You may find a 
whole group of people who meet regularly 
to discuss the very problem you are 
experiencing. 


Meeting 


One of the ways Melb PC helps its members 
support each other is through meetings. 
Within its diverse membership you'll find 
novices, old hands and everyone in between. 
Whatever you’re trying to do, there’s some- 
one to help you. As a member of Melb PC 
you'll also have the opportunity to meet 
industry leaders and technical experts 
representing major software and hardware 
vendors. They’ll answer your questions and 
demonstrate the latest developments in 
computing technology, often before the 
general public gets the news. 


Teaching, Learning and Enjoying 


As an organisation, Melb PC with its range 
of skills and knowledge provides a range of 
formal and informal opportunities for 
teaching and learning new computing skills. 
So whatever the reason you use a computer, 
Melb PC helps you enjoy it more! 


How? 


Melb PC’s greatest strength is its 
membership. With around 11,000 members, 
it is the world’s second largest PC User 
Group. It was founded in 1984 and is still run 
by and for its members, people like yourself. 
Although Melb PC employs some staff, many 
activities such as maintaining the group’s 
online services, organising monthly meetings 
etc., are performed by volunteers. 


Who Belongs To Melb PC? 


Anyone who uses a computer at work, school 
or play. Parents, children, grandparents and 

singles. Beginners, old hands, youngsters and 
oldies. Teachers, students, business operators, 
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electricians, builders, pilots, writers, editors, 
engineers, journalists, accountants and more! 
You name it. Melb PC’s members do it. Your 
membership is your key to a vast store of 
knowledge, an invaluable information 
resource and help in many fields. Your 
benefits of membership come to you in many 
ways throughout the year: 


PC Update 


Eleven times a year, Melb PC’s magazine 
PC Update brings you news about computer 
hardware, software and how your fellow 
members use these to achieve their goals. 
You'll read about members’ experiences, 
learning from their successes and mistakes. 
Each issue also covers the group’s regular 
activities and any special “members only” 
events or offers the group has arranged. 
Your yearly Melb PC membership includes 
PC Update delivered. 


Computer First-Aid and Dial Help 


Free vendor support is becoming scarcer 
every year. It’s no wonder many members 
find these two services, alone, worth the cost 
of membership. These are “members only” 
services. Experienced volunteers share their 
time and knowledge to help fellow members 
work through problems. Just knowing there 
is someone to call gives some members the 
courage to try something new. 


Internet Access 


The Internet is the foundation of the 
communication revolution and the key to 
success in the new millennium. Melb PC 
pioneered the provision of affordable Internet 
access and remains an acknowledged leader 
offering very competitively priced Internet 
access to members. The fast and reliable 
service provides connection speeds up to 

56 kbps, with preconfigured software for ease 
of installation, helpful technical support, and 
is constantly evolving in pace with emerging 
technology. 


Training 


Whether you’re an absolute beginner 
planning to buy your first computer or a 
power user looking to update your skills, 
Melb PC has a training course for you. 
Most courses are hands on, conducted in 
Melb PC’s own, modern, Pentium-equipped 
training centre. These courses are “members 
only” so they are cost-competitive compared 
to similar courses elsewhere. Each month 
PC Update contains details of forthcoming 
courses. 


Our main monthly meetings include 
presentations by leading computer hardware 
and software vendors to Melb PC members 
and their guests. Speakers have included 
industry giants such as Bill Gates, Philippe 
Kahn and Gordon Eubanks, as well as the 
CEOs and senior managers from major 
Australian and overseas vendors. 


Members win software worth thousands of 
dollars at these meetings. The meeting 
provides an opportunity for attendees to ask 
questions and get to know your fellow 
members better. With hundreds of members 
attending, the meetings are great for 
exploring your fellow members’ problem- 


solving skills. 
SIGs 


If big groups aren’t for you, or if you have a 
special interest, Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) may be your thing. A SIG can deal 
with any topic, from a particular application 
to hardware, programming, or how to get the 
best from your equipment. Check a current 
issue of PC Update for meeting dates, 
locations, contact information and 
information about future events. 


Bulletin Board 


For a different style of electronic 
communications our group operates a free 
multiline Bulletin Board System (BBS) on 
9699 6611. (You can dial in with your modem 
using Windows HyperTerminal, supplied 
with Windows.) There are numerous 
Freeware and Shareware files available to 
download. 


Members can use the BBS to send messages 
around the world (in message forums similar 
to Internet Newsgroups), or to other 
members. Realtime online chatting with 
other members is also available. 


Reference and Software Libraries 


Members can browse or borrow books and 
magazines. An extensive range of shareware 
and freeware programs are reviewed in PC 
Update and are available on disk from the 
shareware library. 


Whether you are an individual, family or 
company, one thing is clear. If you want to get 
the most from your computing experience, a 
Melb PC membership is a must. 
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S| Now did you ae about Melb PC? Please complete. 
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Forward to: Melb PC, PO Box 283, 
South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia. 


Cheque| | Debit Card| | Credit Card | | Amount $ 
Cheques payable to Melbourne PC User Group Inc (A0003293V) 


Bankcard |_| Visa |_| Mastercard |_| Expiry |] | 
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Payment Details / Credit Card Authority 






Notes: — 
@ Students must attach a photocopy of student card ora 


| @ Pensioners must attach a photocopy of both sides of their 


lotherne = COC” 








Type Number New _ Renewal 


Amount 
(Tick) (Tick) 
Individual 1 $60 
Additional 


ti 
Neh soon Je on. a 
Corporate 1 $130 | s120 (__ i 


One membership is 
two representatives 


Additional 

Corporate 

meio | | soo | | se0| | = 
a 
wl joj 
TOTAL ws] / 









Student 
or 


Pensioner 
(See notes) 










letter from their educational Institution confirming full-time — 
student status. 
















Pension Concession Card. 


| @ Corporate members may change representatives by giving | 
|__ Notice inwritingto The Secretary. _ 
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Shareware Order Form 


These are some of the most popular volumes in the Melb PC Shareware/Freeware library. 
Refer to the regular catalogue updates in PC Update for up-to-date listings of other disks. 
Use the blank section of this form for your choice from those listings. 


Shareware/PD Title Melb No. Qty. Amount 


Shareware catalogue & New Member Disk _ 0000. 


Graphics Workshop forDOS  —s_s—«w™ 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 3.x 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 95 


— 
McAfee VirusScan forDOS oo 
McAfee VirusScan for Windows 3.x(3-disk set) 8897-8899 
McAfee VirusScan for Windows 95 (4-disk set) _ 
MS-DOS 6.22 Stepup from 6.0 (3-disk set) 

__ Real Audio Player for Windows 95 : 

- Telix for DOS — 

Telix for Windows v1.00 (2-dis 
Wolfenstein Fights Street Fighter Il _ : _ 
Melb PC Internet kit special price) : i | 
Windows 3.x @ $10 per set (3-disk set) 
Melb PC Internet Setup Master (Win 95/98) 











K set) _ _ | 9-81 30. 








Postage/Packing is included. Costs: first disk (per order) 
$5, second disk $4, third and subsequent disks $3 each 





Training Order Form 


Course Title Starting Date Amount | 














For Shareware and Training, use the remittance form on the back of this page. 





Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia 


Deluxe 2000 


Bryan Leech 


ncarta has been around now for 

quite a few years. It is a program 

that Microsoft takes seriously, 
being released in nine language editions 
and having a team of over 200 editors 
&etc and over 1000 contributors 
working in eleven countries. This latest 
edition contains 3,500 new articles as 
well as many revisions and updates. It 
sports a revised interface and improved, 
natural language, search facilities. 


In all, Encarta contains over 36,000 
articles including extensive use of 
photos, graphics, charts, sound clips, 
animations and video clips. The World 
English edition released in Australia 1s 
thankfully free of Americanisms, instead 
having British/Australian spelling 
(except for the title!) and all narration 
and commentary uses mildly cultured 
English voices (naturally, with our small 
population, we cannot realistically 
expect an Australian edition of such 

a complex product). 


The program is provided on six 
CD-ROMs, three devoted to the 
encyclopaedia, two to the Interactive 






INTRODUCTION 












Native Tale (Australia) 
The Outback 

Western Australia 
land and waters. 





Tterns containing the words) 






a), term used to indicate the extent to which 
Australian line recognizes the prior rights and interests of Aborigina’ 
peoples and Torres Strait Islanders, under their own laws, in relation to 


World Atlas, and one to the World 
English dictionary. There are no 
printed instructions other than very 
cursory installation directions. During 
installation you are advised of the 
amount of hard disk space required, 
but you are not warned in advance. 
The space needed is 66-112 MB for the 
encyclopaedia, 68 MB for the atlas and 
an unspecified small space for the 
dictionary. The necessary computer 
specifications are not given, but I 
suspect that the program will run quite 
satisfactorily with any class of Pentium 
processor and 32 MB RAM — you 
may well be able to get away with less. 


The Encyclopaedia 


Encarta is designed to entice you into 
exploring knowledge. In trying to 
review the program, I found that I was 
constantly getting sidetracked into areas 
of information that cropped up and 
looked interesting. In general, you can 
approach the encyclopaedia in one of 
two ways: you can have a specific piece 
of information or a specific project you 
wish to explore and can concisely stick 


Choose a category, place or 
tine te fiter the list af 
article 


Then select an article to wiew, 


You can use each filter alane 
or in any Combination. 





to your theme, or you can approach 
it from the view of just browsing for 
general knowledge. 


For specific searches, you just enter a 
query in the FIND panel at the top left 
of the main screen (see Figure 1). The 
query can be simply key words, or it can 
be a natural language sentence. The 
panel below will list the articles that 
match your query and you can browse 
them for the information you seek, each 
selected article or media item being 
displayed in the main area to the right. 


If you wish to research a project, 
Encarta provides a Research Organizer. 
This is based on an outliner, where you 
can nominate topic headings and sub- 
headings at several levels. These can 
then each be the subject of a FIND, 
and the information found, including 
eraphics, copied and pasted into the 
outline. Topics and sub-topics can be 
re-sequenced at any stage. There 1s 
provision for citing references — good 
training for writing reports and theses, 
but also good for acknowledging 
Microsoft’s copyright on the material. 


Lategory 


| Physical Sciences & Technology | 


sabe hegory 


“native title Australia®” 7 : 7 To clear the filters and see 
Aborigines Native title was recognized only in 1992, in the decision of the High Court CC 
Australia a Reset Filters, 

Darwin Australia in what is generally known as the Mabo Ruling, Mabo v 

ee tee Queensland (Mabo No. 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1, The broad effect of the 







Perth (city, Australia} 
Torres Strait islanders 
Western Australia 





lengthy judgments is surmmarized (with the concurrence of all seven 
judges) by Chief Justice Mason and Justice McHugh (p. 15): 


In the result, six members of the Court (Dawson J. dissenting) are in 
agreement that the common law of this country recognizes a form of 

Hitle which, in the cases where it has not been extinguished, 
ratects the entitlement of the indigenous inhabitants, in accordance * 


Figure 1. Result of search on Native Title in Australia. Column at left lists 
references found. 
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Figure 2. The Filter search interactive screen. 


35 


Although the writer can expand on the 
material that has been pasted together 
within the outline, the total outline can 
be exported to any of the major word- 
processing programs for finishing off. 
The Research Organizer is a powerful 
tool for school projects, and might even 
serve for first-year University; the 
Encarta content is not sufficiently 
sophisticated to go beyond this level. 


For general browsing, there are several 
approaches. Perhaps the principal one 
is the Filter Search, shown in Figure 2. 
Here, the user selects a principal topic 
area, say the Arts; a subcategory, say 
Dance; a place, say Melbourne; and a 
time period, say 20th century — all of 
which returns an informative article on 
the Australian Ballet which was 
founded and has its home in 
Melbourne. In another search, having 
a background as a Physical Chemistry 
lecturer at RMIT University, I found a 
chart for cation separation— something 
I would have expected to be too 
technical for such a source. 


Other approaches to browsing are the 
Time line (Figure 3) where you can 
select an era and then hive off into 
specifics at any point. The Time line 
only starts at 16,000,000 BC, so misses 
out on the dinosaurs and the formation 
of the universe, solar system and planets 
(all of which, of course, can be found 
by other means in the encyclopaedia). 
There are also Topic Trails. Starting 
with eleven topic categories, each of 
which has a collection of topics that 
lead to the Topic Trails with anything 
from eight to twenty stops. At any 









Figure 3. A portion of the main Time line. 
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Whee! ( | ee 
Sumatian Civilization in Mesopotamia 


point, you can leave the trail and go off 
on your own, to return to the trail later 
and, if you wish, follow it to its end. 


Virtual Tours are also fascinating to 
explore. With a large range of topics, 
you go to the sights and sounds of 
different places in the world and 
throughout history. With the ability to 
scan 360 degree views, and to move to 
different locations shown in maps, 
these are a feast of visual information. 


Unfortunately, Encarta isn’t always 
right. I found that it had corrected some 
errors about the history of writing that 
occurred in the 1995 edition (they now 
correctly identify ancient Sumeria as 
the birthplace of literature), but, 
Encarta incorrectly identified the 
Darling (2,736 km) as the longest river 
in Australia. A separate search on the 
Murray river revealed it to be 
Australia’s “principal” river, and showed 
its length (3,720 km) to be longer than 
the Darling . The Atlas was the source 
to properly clear up the facts. It is the 
Murray-Darling which is 3,720 km long 
and the longest river system in 
Australia. The Murray itself is only 
2,589 km. However, I suspect the errors 
are few, and there is a good compliment 
of Australian information. 


The Atlas 


The Atlas is claimed to be the most 
extensive work of its type, in any media 
format, ever published, containing 1.8 
million place names. Starting with a 
globe of the world which can be 
grabbed by a hand icon and turned to 
any required region, you can zoom in 


Minoan Civitiz 


See B Papyrus 








on any required location. The degree 
of fine detail that can be achieved by 
zooming depends on which of the 
twenty map styles you have chosen. But 
if you are using say, the comprehensive 
view, you can start with a general view 
of Australia as shown in Figure 4 and 
zoom all the way in to a street map of 
the inner suburbs of Melbourne 

(Figure 5). Maps can be viewed by 
political boundaries, by precipitation 

or by climate, to name a few. A vast 
amount of statistics is available: for 
example, you can view maps by the 
incidence of Internet providers. Detailed 
articles on a wide range of topics are 
provided, like the Land and Climate 
article on Australia shown in Figure 6. 


The Encarta Atlas is indeed an 
impressive piece of work, and should 
serve all your general Atlas needs. It is 
a valuable bonus to the encyclopaedia 
collection. 


The Dictionary 


There is not a lot to say about the 
dictionary. The number of words it 
contains 1s not specified, but it is 
extensive. The pronunciation of each 
word is sounded, and there are 
extensive articles on the backgrounds 
and contexts of words. As well as the 
dictionary, there is also a Thesaurus and 
a book of Quotations, plus English- 
French, French-English, English- 
German and German-English 
dictionaries. With its multimedia 
design, the Encarta dictionary is also a 
valuable resource. 


orthern Territory 


Figure 4. A general view of Australia from the Encarta Atlas. 
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Northcote ‘ctoris 


other fret order internal 
capitals. white symbols 


Pop, Places 
1,600, 2004 


Pop. Paces SS 
100,000-499,099 


Pon. Maces 
26, 005-S9,.999 
Pop, Places 

5 taX-19,99 


© Fop. Places 
1-4,999 


* Other Places 


Figure 5. Inner Melbourne — a closer view from the Atlas. 
In summary 


I can recommend the Encarta Encyclopedia (sic) as an 
excellent general reference with superb searching and 
browsing tools. Whilst, for example, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Deluxe has more content, some of which is 
pitched at a higher level, it has an inferior search engine, 





FOR SALE HP Deskjet 1200C/PS in 
Modem, NetComm, Memory excellent condition, Black 
Modem 336 33.6k plus software, and Blue cartridges low in 
as new. $200 ink. Total pages printed 
frees@melbpc.org.au 2118. $250. 

Ph: (03) 9826 1277 Tony (03) 9457 4420 


aaa@melbpc.org.au 


FOR SALE Location Heidelberg 


Family Tree Maker V.6.0 with 
three CDs, plus User's 
manual and 6.0 supplement to 
the manual. $40.00 

Jim, Ph: (03) 9531 1465 





Computer Consultants and Repair Specialists 
All Software & Hardware Problems Solved. 
Prompt & Friendly 7 day on site Service. 
MS DOS, Windows, Networks, Internet. 


POLLOCK Computer Services 


Internet Tuition & Confiquration a specialty Members Discounts 
Phone 9533 5002 Mobile 0412 543 841 Fax 9502 0050 
lynn@melbpc.orgau www.sustance.com/pollock 
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Australia Australia 












Australia 





/ Glick to see basic facts and 
/ Statistics for thes country, such 
bad aS ion, type of 

) government, imports, exports, 
and more. 






~ Location 






Region 
Australia ~ New Zealand 






The dependencies of Australia are the Ashrnore and 
Carter islands, Christmas isiand, the Cong 
islands (Keeling Islands), the Heard isiand end 
Mcbonald islands, Norfolk island, and the Coral 
& Related Topics Cun telands Tarvitary. 
« Land, total ares, 

including inland é 

water Australia is surrcueded by the Tirsor Ses, the 
Aratues Sea, the Gull of Carpentaria and the Torres 
Strak on the sorth; the Coral Sea and the Tasman 
Sea on the east: the Bass Strait and the Great 
Australian Bight on the south: and the indian Ocean 
on the south and west. 











Area 
7 G82 388 square kilometres (7,966,200 square 
tiles). 






Size C 
Shot ferrite the cive of Canada 





Figure 6. From the Atlas again — an article on the Land and Climate of Australia. 


making information harder to obtain, and is dearer. Encarta 
seems to me to be an ideal choice as a general encyclopaedia 
for the whole family, with good information for children at all 
school levels up to year twelve at least. It includes a 
curriculum guide tailored to Australia which is also a valuable 
learning tool. Street price: around $140. O 


Give your old PC a 


and Save : 

Upgrading your PC is a cost 
effective way of extending 
its life. If you find it slow, 

we one neg : its running out of disk 

«Monitor (ope iS space, or you need better 

ePrinter Repairs —_—s multi-media performance - 

ePC Repairs We are the people to talk 

e Computer to ! We have been upgrad- 


networks for ing PCs since 1991. 


small business —_Qur upgrades are (about) 
1/3 the cost of a new 

computer, fully installed. 
(Motherboard, processor, 

7 cooling fan, 64Mb RAM, 
Bayside P C 4Mb AGP Video card). Bring 
96 Nepean Highway _ inyourPC fora free quote. 
Mentone. 3194. 


Tel, (03) 9585 1645  Formore info about us: 
Fax. (03) 9585 1583 WWW.baypc.com.au/pcu 


Reducing Your Desktop Clutter 


George Skarbek 


hile working at the computer I like to see the 

image of the view from a glider as the screen 

background and not have a multitude of icons 
cluttering up the Windows desktop. (See Fig 1 below) 


If you have many icons in the desktop then there is a way to 
organise them into manageable groups. The method consists 
of creating a new folder, making that folder a shortcut on 


PS r@ie 













Figure 1. The view from the glider. 
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a} My Documents aay Ping 1KB Shortcut 
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Figure 2. Shoricuts in the Internet folder. 
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your desktop and then moving your icons into that folder. 
Then you see just one icon on your desktop but when you 
click on it you can reveal a whole box (folder) containing the 
related icons as shown on my desktop. 


I have illustrated this with a folder called “Internet” that 
contains shortcuts for most programs associated with the 
Internet. These programs may be Explorer, Netscape, 
Eudora, diallers for all your ISPs, mail and news readers, 
online banking, FTP program and others. 


To create the new folder, just click once on the root directory 
of drive C (the top branch) then click on File, New, Folder 
and in the right-hand side window you will have the 
opportunity to give it a new name and then hit Enter. Now 
right click on that folder from Explorer, select Create 
Shortcut. However, then comes the tricky part. That 
shortcut will appear in the root directory and must be 
dragged onto the desktop from Explorer. To find that 
shortcut you must click on the root directory of Drive C and 
on the right hand side pane you will find that newly created 
shortcut. Ensure that Explorer is not maximised and then 
drag that shortcut onto the desktop. 


If you wish to change the icon of your new folder, then right 
click on that icon and select Properties then Change Icon 
and you should be given a selection. If you still can’t find 
one you like, browse in the following files: C:\ Windows\ 
System\Shell32.dll, C:\Windows\System\ Pifmer.dll, 
C:\Windows\ Moricons.dll, C:\Windows\System\ Cool.dll 
or C:\ Windows\System\User.exe. 


The best way to place your existing icons into this new 
“folder icon” is to open the new folder by clicking on it and 
drag the appropriate icons into it. If you wish to add other 
programs that are not on the desktop then locate the actual 
program in Explorer. In the View option ensure that you 
have selected Details as the program will be shown as an 
application and will make it easier for you to find. The more 
common programs are “C:\Program Files\ Internet 
Explorer\iexplore.exe” and “C:\Program Files\Netscape\ 
Communicator \Program\netscape.exe”. When you drag an 
application to another folder on the same drive, Windows 
will create a shortcut for you. Observe the curved arrow next 
to the cursor as you drag. If you see a plus sign it means that 
it is copying the file. If no sign appears then it indicates that a 
move is taking place. Generally this is not desirable and 
pressing the Escape key will abort the process. To make a 
shortcut for the dialler you must open the My Computer 
icon, then Dial-Up Networking, right-click on the dialler 
and select Create Shortcut. That Shortcut will be placed on 
the desktop and it can then be dragged into your folder. The 
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names of the programs can be changed 
by right clicking on the icon and 
selecting Rename. As the curved arrow 
already signifies a shortcut generally 
there is no need to have the words as 


well. (See fig 2) 


Now when you wish to use the Internet 
just click that icon and all your 
programs will be readily accessible. 
Similarly, you can create a folder for all 
games or all graphics programs and so 
very significantly reduce the number of 
icons on your desktop. 


For the Bookshelf 


Major Keary 


Macromedia Director / 


Macromedia Press, in association with 
Peachpit Press, publishes ‘official’ 
guides to Macromedia products. This 
particular title, Director 7 Demystified, 1n 
fact covers three applications: Director, 
Lingo, and Shockwave. 


Director is an authoring tool; its 
purpose is to create other software, 
typically a “fully self-contained self- 
running program”. Written for both the 
Windows and MacOS platforms, 
Director and can be used to create 
cross-platform interactive multimedia 
programs. Of course, output does not 
have to be either interactive or 
multimedia. 


Lingo is a scripting language used by 
Director and continues to evolve 
(without attracting ++ asa sign of 
erowth), and in Director 7 it is able to 
handle object oriented programming. 


Shockwave is a Macromedia file format 
that is designed to turn multimedia into 
Web content. Most Web users know 
Shockwave as a plug-in that doesn’t 
take forever to load a target file. Like 
Lingo, there’s a lot more to it than just 
that. 


Why cover three separate subjects in the 
one volume? Well, Director relies 
heavily on Lingo and Shockwave. Lingo 
makes things work, and Shockwave 
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For user who do not wish to have 
coloured writing associated with the 
folder names, there is a free program 
that makes the background of Windows 
95/98 icons on the desktop disappear. 
Note my desktop without the Windows 
background colour behind the writing 
on the right hand side. It is called 
Disappear. 


It is available from the BBS and from 


our Intranet files as well as from http:// 
199.227.53.149/disappear. 


transports the end result to Web users. 
Any thorough treatment of Director, 
such as this title, has to contain 
explanations of Lingo scripts and the 
innards of Shockwave. 


Book 1, Director Basics, introduces 
Director, discusses elements of 
animation and interactivity, introduces 
Shockwave, and describes Director’s 
production tools. 


Book 2, Digging Deeper, introduces 
Lingo and elements of scripting, and 
takes the reader deeper into Lingo and 


Shockwave. 


Book 3, Special Topics, discusses Ling 
lists, debugging, troubleshooting, Lingo 
and OOP. audio, and video, Lingo 
Xtras, and cross-platform production. 


The book contains four projects, each 
of which is fully discussed (and present 
on a companion CD as Director files). 
These are good examples of real 
projects and add significantly to the 
text. The book is not a tutorial, starting 
at lesson one, but sets out to provide 
readers with a thorough understanding 
of how Director works, especially in 
conjunction with Lingo and 


Shockwave. 


An extensive reference section of over 
300 pages contains Director Internet 





PS. There is a surprising number of 
glider pilots in computers. For the 
glider pilots, the desktop is the view 
from my glider, a DG 202 (15 meter, 
flapped) taken on a good day. I was 
nearing 10,000 ft with cloudbase above 
me, and was climbing at 900 ft/minute 
until I grabbed my camera and lost the 
core, but still completed a 500 km flight 


in under five hours. O 


resources, a list of ‘retired’ Lingo 
commands, a 306-page list of Lingo 
elements by category, a Lingo code 
reference, keyboard shortcuts, and a 


glossary. 


This a massive book packed with well- 
presented information. Graphics are 
used effectively to illustrate the text, but 
are not used to pad out, or show off the 
product. The table of contents 1s well 
detailed and, in conjunction with an 
extensive index, information is easy to 


find. 


A companion Win/Mac CD contains 
the examples used in the book. The 
files are in unprotected open code, 
which enables readers to study (and 
even manipulate) the underlying code. 
There are demo versions of several 
applications (DeBabelizer, 
Dreamweaver, Fireworks, Flash, 
Freehand, Generator, and Screen Saver 
Factory. 


If you use Director the cost of this book 
is a small price to pay for such a 
comprehensive and useful reference 
and resource. 


Roberts and Gross: Director 7 Demystified 


ISBN 0-201-35445-4 

Published by Macromedia Press/ 
Peachpit, 1184 pp. + CD, 

RRP $74.95 O 
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A Few Of My Favourite Things 


Bryan Leech 


or me, one of the joys of home 

computing is found in exploring 

the huge variety of shareware 
available. There are programs for every 
conceivable purpose, usually at very 
moderate cost. For the average home 
user there is really no need to buy any 
of the major program packages costing 
hundreds of dollars each. You can buy 
shareware word processors, spread- 
sheets, database programs, graphics 
programs, and so much more for a 
fraction of the cost of their commercial 
cousins. 


In this article I wanted to look at a few 
programs that I find handy. They are 
not workhorses like word processors 
etc., but some nifty ancillary utilities 
that I use and enjoy. I hope you like 
them too. 


NoteTab 


NoteTab is a versatile text and HTML 
editor for Windows 95, 98 and NT, 


available in five versions although only 





| Hope you enjoy using 
4 -Eric G.V. Fookes 


bkes, Switzerland 
8, Svitrcerland 





: other countries. 
4 All other trademarks 
4 awners. 





r 
Wistered in the U.S. and 


perty of their respective 


three are now supported. These are 
NoteTab Pro (registration US$19.95), 
NoteTab Standard (registration 
US$9.95) and NoteTab Light (free!!!). 
For many users, the Light version would 
be adequate, having many advantages 
over Windows Notepad although I 
would recommend taking the plunge 
and spending the US$9.95 for the 
standard version. 


Unlike Microsoft Notepad, NoteTab 
(the main editing screen is shown in 
Figure 1) lets you edit documents of 
virtually any size (up to 2 GB with the 
standard version) and you can have open 
as many documents as your machine’s 
memory will allow each with its own 
button on the tab bar. NoteTab offers a 
huge range of features, enabling, for 
example, the abilities to open links to 
your default browser, calculate 
mathematical expressions, create simple 
outline documents, convert text files to 
web pages, strip tags from HTML 
documents, send documents as e-mail, 
capture text copied to the clipboard, view 
text statistics and more. 
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Figure 1. Main editing screen for NoteTab, showing the Document drop down options. 
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An original feature for NoteTab is the 
Editor Clipbook. This is a flexible tool 
for handling chunks of text which can 
be anything from a single character to a 
large piece of “boilerplate” text, as well 
as executable scripts. Clips are stored in 
libraries with a header for identification, 
and retrieved by selecting the 
appropriate header from the list or by 
typing the first matching characters of 
the header into your document and 
then pressing a function key. Scripts are 
written using NoteTab’s own Clip 
Language which supports variables, 
conditional testing, commands, 
functions, events and even keyboard 
macros. 


NoteTab also offers the features you 
would expect to find in a good text 
editor such as Find/Replace in all open 
documents or disk files, read and write 
files to DOS/UNIX/Mac format, sort/ 
join/split/indent lines, change character 
case and text alignment, convert 
between ASCII and ANSI, automatic 
indentation, and, in the registered 
versions, a spell checker (a range of 










y 





Figure 2. A calendar under creation using Calendar Builder. 
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languages is available for separate 
download, including British English) 
and thesaurus. 


The program is very customizable. You 
have a selection of more than 90 
commands for the toolbar and main 
shortcut menu. The editor’s behaviour 
can be fine tuned to suit your needs due 
to the many options. And it is easy to 
learn, needing no manual. 


You can download a trial copy of your 
selected version of NoteTab from: 
http://www.notetab.com or you can order 
the commercial versions from: 
http://www.notetab.com/order.htm 


File sizes are, 1240 KB for NoteTab Std 
as an .exe file: 270 KB for the British 
dictionary and 700 KB for the 
thesaurus, both as ZIP files. This is a 
program I can strongly recommend to 
replace the very limited Notepad. 


Calendar Builder 


For years I used a Windows 3.1 calendar 
program which produced neat and nifty 
monthly calendars for my kitchen. It 
remembered recurring dates, made nice 
little icons for events and was generally 
colourful and useful. With the move to 
Windows 95 and then, shortly after to 
98, this program failed to function. So I 
cast around for some time until I finally 
found Calendar Builder on the 
Internet. It is all I wished for and more. 


Let me start out by saying what this 
program isn’t. It is not a planner. Well, 


Figure 3. Net Vampire main screen showing scheduling dialog. 


PC Update, April 2000 


not a long range planner anyway: it does 
have weekly and daily planner views, 
but beyond that it is a calendar. As a 
calendar, you can print calendars for 60, 
48, 24, 12 and 6 months. One month 
calendars allow space for adding events. 
There is a high degree of customisation 
available, and a calendar produced by 
one person may look totally different to 
that produced by someone else. They 
may even look as if different programs 
were used to produce them. My choice 
of layout for a typical month (with a 
rather garish choice of border from the 
dozens available)is shown in Figure 2. 
Although probably not intelligible from 
the figure, you will see that there are 
many events added for various days, 
quite a few of these sporting a colourful 
icon to highlight the event. 


Calendar builder allows the creation of 
a catalog of recurring events, events that 
might have differing structure. You can 
enter annual events like birthdays or 
religious festivals, monthly events (like 
Melb PC monthly and SIG meetings), 
or weekly events, like payday (if you get 
paid weekly: I get paid weakly!). The 
font for these recurring events can be 
chosen from any in your computer, but 
they all must appear in the same font. 
However, you can add additional, once 
off, events like a medical appointment, 
and these can be in a different font if 
you so choose. To all of these events 
you can add an icon of your choice at 
the time you prepare you monthly 
issue. The shareware version of the 
program is provided with a reasonable 


collection of icons, but, upon online 
purchase, you can download a further 
extensive collection of icons in a large 
range of categories. A similar 
arrangement applies for the optional 
borders. A fair collection is provided 
with the shareware release, but MANY 
more can be downloaded, in groups, at 
any time after purchase. 


Additionally you can add text or 
graphics anywhere on the calendar, 
including the blank spaces before and 
after the first and last dates of the 
current month. The following tools are 
provided: 


@ a label tool which provides for text 
of any single TT font which can have a 
3D effect using shadow and highlight. 
It can be transparent or opaque, have a 
border or not and have any background 
colour. It can also be rotated. 


® arich text tool where the object can 
contain multiple lines of text using 
multiple fonts, colours and alignments. 
It can be transparent or opaque, have a 
border or not and have any background 
colour. 


® asuper-text tool is similar to above, 
with the addition of textured surfaces 
and gradient fills. 


@ the clipart tool enables the 
importing of graphics in most common 
sraphic formats. 


As you can see, this is a versatile 
program within its design limits. If you 
want a kitchen calendar to keep you 
reminded of this month’s events, I have 





Figure 4. A CD label being prepared with Ultimate Label Printer Pro. 
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not found anything better. 


Check out the website: 
http:/Awww.rkssoftware.com . 


The registered price is US$19.95. 


Net Vampire 


For years, I relied on the download 
facility of Internet Explorer; until 
someone pointed out that this is a very 
limited facility, and that I would be 
much better off getting myself a 
dedicated download program. After a 
bit of searching on the web, I found a 
couple. One of these, Go! Zilla, is 
perhaps the most popular download 
program, but I found Net Vampire 3.0 
(now available in version 3.3) to be even 
better. 


How many times have you been down- 
loading a program, only to have your 
connection drop out, or run out of daily 
time with your server. You then have to 
start all over again. Not with many of 
the available downloading programs. 
Net Vampire, like several others, 
enables resumable downloads (provided 
the server sourcing the download 
supports this — these days, most do). 
And you can resume at any time. The 
partial download is saved and then 
subsequently added to until the file is 
complete, at which time it is given its 
proper filename. 


With Net Vampire, you initiate the 
download either by pressing the ALT 
key when you click on download, or 
you drag and drop the file into Net 
Vampire. You can then download 
immediately, or schedule for a later 
download. Provided that your 
computer and modem are turned on, 
Net Vampire, can dial and establish 
connection to your ISP (with support 
for many proxy types), start the 
download, and then disconnect and, if 
you wish, turn off your computer, on 
completion. Figure 3 shows Net 
Vampire trying to connect to a site, and 
also shows part of the scheduling 
dialog. 

You can use multiple download 
locations for the file and switch 
between them on the fly. True site 
testing allows you to easily select the 
fastest and most reliable site. On job 
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completion, Net Vampire can run a 


virus checker and open the received file. 


A built in ZIP viewer allows you to list 
and extract files from the ZIP archive 
while you are downloading it! Detailed 
session log, data flow histogram and 
many configurable options make 
download trouble shooting simple. 


In all, this is a valuable addition to your 
arsenal of programs, and if you are not 
already using a downloader, I would 
commend this one to your attention. 
And what is more, this one is not 
shareware, it is FREE! 


Find it at 
http:/Awww.netvampire.com 


Uitimate Label Printer Pro 


Do you ever wish to have nicely printed 
labels, complete with a pleasing graphic 
or photo, for your cassettes, CDs that 
you have copied for use in the car 
where scratching won’t matter, or for 
ZIP discs, Minidisc, VHS tapes or any 
other recordable media. Well, Ultimate 
Label Printer Pro lets you do just that, 
and on any paper of your choice. The 
labels it produces are not highly 
sophisticated; I have come across better 
programs for printing cassette labels, or 
for CD cases etc., but no program that 
handles the lot. This one comes with 
about 45 label formats, and more can be 
downloaded. Of course, many of these 
are different variations on the one 
theme: there are stx CD label formats 
for example, and even more audio 
cassette formats. 


To take a popular format for example, a 
set of CD case inserts. Figure 4 shows 
the cover (the folded leaflet that goes 
inside the lid of the CD case) during 
preparation. Here I am preparing labels 
for a case for a program CD that was 
provided in a paper envelope. Like all 
CD label programs I have seen, this one 
does not provide for printing inside the 
folded leaflet, but does provide for 
printing on the front and back. The 
illustration shows the front has been 


finished. 


Images can be imported in most 
formats, so you can use photos or 
clipart. Any font can be chosen, and 
fonts and font styles can be mixed. Font 





and background colours can also be 
chosen, although the background 
colour will apply to both the front and 
back of the cover. Separate images can 
be chosen and positioned at will on the 
front and back of the cover. 


The “U” insert for the bottom of the 
CD case can have text in columns, can 
also have its own graphics, and prints 
spline titles correctly rotated. The final 
printed product of all labels has trim 
lines for you to align in your favourite 
paper cutter (even a Stanley knife). 


You can purchase Ultimate Label 
Printer Pro at: 
http://www.payplaysoftware.com 

for US$25. 


The trial version prints 
UNREGISTERED in very large letters 
right across you label. So while you can 
see what the results will be like, the 
output is not usable. Although some 
might think this program is just a little 
dear for what it is, I have found it to be 
good value. 


Summary 


Well, there is a collection of some of my 
favourite things. I hope that from even 
one of them you get the enjoyment and 
satisfaction that I achieve. O 


wee 
For Sale : | 


MCSE Windows NT Server 4 Guide’ = 
_ deluxe new hardback edition elated be o 
Que $45.00 _ | 


| MCSE Exchange Server 5 — as new 
, hardback edition by Sybex $30. 00 


| Java Developer’ s Reference — New 
hardback by Sams Net $40.00 : | 
_ Civilization 11 — unopened box $25. 7 ae | 
| 486 DX2 66, Mini Tower case, 16 MB aM a : 
| 2Hard Disks: 200 MB and120MB,3.5 


FDD, MS Mouse, Honeywell Keyboard, 
SVGA Monitor, Windows 95 $190. 00 


| also have a second 14" Multisync SVGA | 
monitor which | will include — it pe needs as 
a cable. : 
_ John Ph: 9557 1535 
_ jv@melbpc.org.au 
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SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER TO MEMBERS 
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SAVE $17.00. 





Return Fax: 1800805879 

Post to: Reply Paid 1287 
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Address 
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Fax 
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Expiry Date 

Card Number 
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SIG Meeting Reports 


Daytime SIG 
Report by Don Buchanan 


A large part of our February Meeting 
was taken up with discussion and 
examples of the ever increasing use of 
the Internet for banking activities and 
the use of Bpay, which involves 
payment of regular “bills” online. 
Thanks to Ruth James for her expert 
input. We all gained a good level of 
Internet banking knowledge. Part of the 
meeting was spent online looking at 
some aspects of the Australian offshoot 
of USA worldwide eBay online auction 
house. All in all, a very interesting 
morning for a virtually full house. 


April Meeting 


Doug Brooke will take us through 
various types of viruses including 
checking and prevention. 


East SIG 
Report by Frank Walsh 
February Meeting 


Stewart Bedford answered beginners’ 
questions from 7.00 pm and 
demonstrated some useful utilities. If 
you're new to computers just turn up at 


7.00 pm and look for Stewart. 


George Skarbek offered solutions to the 
more complicated questions or drew 
them from the more experienced 
members. We all look forward to this 
session each month. 


Keith Beresford described how he set 
up a comprehensive intranet system 
between his home and office. Every one 
in Keith’s family is familiar with e-mail 
and the Internet and uses both on a 
daily basis. The program FTGATE 
provided the solution. 


Our main speaker of the night was 
David Holding from 21st Network, an 
American firm recently advertising its 
products in Australia. The firm offers 
online program learning courses in over 
120 popular programs from as little as 
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A$30.00. Online access is provided and 
students can progress at their own 
speed. Regular test segments are 
included. 


For up to date news of our SIG and our 
programs for the coming months, visit 
our site at www.vicnet.net.au/~mpceast or 
subscribe to our free “list bot” service. 


Genealogy 
Report by Gary Taylor 
February Meeting 


We continue to grow and so is the 
beginners group which discusses the 
use of computers for Genealogy. 


Now we can give attendees the 
opportunity of using the 24-CD set 
“1881 British Census”. This covers 
England, Scotland and Ireland. The 
intricacies of navigating through such 
large databases were explained during 
this February. 


We also have available for searching, the 
“Pedigree Recourse Files” (PRF). The 
PRF 1s a set of frve CD ROMs that 
holds lineage-linked pedigrees 
previously submitted to the Family 
History Department of the LDS 
Church. These pedigrees contain 
unedited notes and sources. We have a 
CD ROM with the Genealogy Program 
Paf 4.0 for those who cannot download 
it from the Net. So, there is lots of 
information available to assist you in 
researching your forebears. These CD 
ROMs can be viewed from 10.00 am 


onwards at each meeting. 
Latest News: 


We have set up an intranet for Melb PC 
Genealogy and invite you to join. Come 
and see Melb PC in action at the 
Genealogy Expo. 8 April at: 


World Vision 
1 Vision Drive, Burwood, Vic. 
Starts at 10.00 am. Runs until 4.00 pm. 


Contact: Bruno Ph: (03) 9733 4585 or 


e-mail bruno_dik@yahoo.com.au 





East Beginners Group 
Report by Gary Taylor 


At our February meeting some previous 
sessions were finalised, ie. the last 
points regarding setup problems 
associated with CD-Writers and 
scanners were discussed. This 
introduced another snag for beginners: 
“What are .PDF files?”, “How do we 
read and print them out?” 


Many queries arose about printers and 
their failures, printers not printing 
correctly and even “What I see on the 
monitor when scanning documents etc 
is so different from what actually prints 
out. Whye” 


Come along to our next meeting and 
hear a repeat performance plus the latest 
hints and tips. 


The use of Winzip was demonstrated in 
answer to the question “How do I 
attach and send a large file with my 
email?” We are all beginners in one 
field or another. 


East Workshop 
Report by Gary Taylor 
February Meeting 


The hot weather did not deter those 

with computer problems: 

@ Modem installation and 
configuration. 

@ CD ROM drive, uninstalling. 

@ Partitioning a hard drive. 

@ Had both A: and B: floppy drives, 
lost one of them. 

@ Software conflicts, programs not 
working. 

@ Could not close a program. 

@ Mouse troubles. 

@ Sound card installation. 

@ Hard drive installation on a 386SX 
plus installation of Win 3.11. 

@ How to run Eudora. 

@ No sound! 

@ Slow computer. 


All of these problems were fixed. The 
slow computer was given a new lease of 
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Invitation 


There is acommon theme spread throughout 
these Special Interest Group reports. Everyone 


learns and has a good time. 


As Melb PC members you are most welcome to 
get involved and please, feel free to bring a guest 
or two if you need something tangible to show 
them first hand, the value of a Melb PC 


membership. 


With almost 11,000 members Melb PC hides an 
extraordinary range of talent, much of it untapped, 
together with a vast number of members who — 
need help in one form or another and above all, 


life merely by removing many duplicate 
and triplicate copies of ZIP files, 
shortcuts and other types of files that 
were just taking up disk space. Many 
unused programs and games were 


discarded. 


The crashed Pentium system 
mentioned in the January report (see 
our Web page) had no drivers available 
for the “heritage” CD ROM drive that 
was running off the sound card. The 
original operating system had been 
upgraded twice with patches and the 
original boot disk was no longer 
recognised. Instead of buying and 
fitting a newer and faster CD ROM 
drive, the computer’s hard drive was 
repartitioned with FDISK then the 
machine was booted using a Partition 
Magic emergency disk and various 
other rescue tricks. The CD ROM 
drive was found and the operating 
system reinstalled. Of course everything 
on the hard drive was lost when it was 
repartitioned. Moral of the story: Back 
up all important data files, address 
books and e-mail packages. 


Programming 
Report by Ross Hall 


The first meeting of the new year was 
very much a graphics evening with 

plenty of home grown software from 
console games to particle simulations. 


Michael McQueen made the long trip 
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hundreds of members who are willing and able to 
share their knowledge and experience with you. 


This is your key to learning first hand about how to — 


solve problems, about how to further your interest — 

in a particular topic and how to both advance and 

enhance your use of the personal computer. Why > 
struggle along on your own, or give up prematurely 


when all you have to do is check out the SIG" 


from Mansfield to give a demonstration 
of his particle simulation software. This 
program simulates the movement of 
particles which follow certain rules to 
do with attraction, repulsion, velocity 
etc. Using Microsoft Visual C+ + 
Michael has provided an interface 
where individual particles can be 
selected and their position and velocity 
can be viewed or modified. Simulations 
such as atoms aligning themselves in 
molecules, collisions and the movement 
of planetary bodies can be easily viewed. 
Michael has also added the option of 
splitting the screen for a stereo view. 
One has to become cross-eyed to see 
the effect and personally I couldn’t see 
it, but there were enough people 
“oohing” and “aahing” to vouch for the 
effect. 


Tobias Cohen showed a resource 
modifier for Windows programs. This 
program can interrogate a currently 
running Windows program and then on 
the fly, change a resource like a button 
label. The user selects a resource with 
the mouse and after a certain time a 
dialog box shows that particular 
resource’s identity number. This 
information can be ascertained using 
standard Windows API calls. It was 
noted that a program like this could 
cause all sorts of havoc in the wrong 
hands. Tobias also showed a Gameboy 
console game that he had written using 


schedule on Page 14 and simply turn up on the - 
night? Attend as many of the SIGs as you wish. — 


You gained your entitlement when you joined. This 
invitation is wide open for you to take advantage. 





an emulator. The console game appears 
on the screen as it would on a Gameboy. 
‘Tobias explained the way sprites are 
placed on the console and how a 
constantly scrolling background is 
generated. 


My own contribution was similar to 
Michael’s in that I am trying to simulate 
the movement of particles, this time as 
weights on a mesh of elastic rope. 
Using the OpenGL API for the 
graphical side of the simulation, allows 
a realistic representation of the system 
vibrating and (hopefully) pulsing itself 
back to equilibrium. With the 
widespread availability of video cards 
with OpenGL or DirectX acceleration 
at a reasonable cost, it is now possible to 
create animated scenes on a home PC 
that even two years ago would have 
required many thousands of dollars of 
specialised graphics hardware. The 
simulation was run many times as a 
vigorous discussion ensued as to 
whether my numerical model gave a 
true representation of the system. We 
decided it didn’t. Oh well, back to the 
physics books. 


On the agenda for the April meeting is a 
talk by Kirrily Robert on Perl, a 
scripting language that has shot to 
prominence because of the Internet, but 
it can do a lot more than just CGI tasks. 
The next meeting will be 11 April at 
7:30 pm. Hope to see you there. 
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Quicken 
Report by Bob Mayston 


It was safety in numbers as no less than 
five members of the Sydney based 
Intuit technical and support team flew 
in to address a crowded February 
meeting of members. The usual 
meeting format was suspended to allow 
maximum interchange between 
members all eager to ask questions 
about problems of recent updates 
particularly Quicken v6.5 and the 
responses from the Quicken team. 


Chris Nitsos drew the short straw to 
explain the problems that the Y2K 
upgrade caused and why Quickinvoice 
attached to previous Quicken versions 
could not be upgraded to cover the Y2K 
problems. This necessitated a new 
invoice module and with it came 
inadequate documentation covering the 
upgrade, for which he apologized. 
Chris then covered at length the 
preparations required to cover the GST. 
Quickbooks will be upgraded free from 
V6 to fully cover the reporting 
functions of the Business Activity 
Statement required once GST is 
introduced. By contrast Quicken 
cannot supply all the required reporting 
statements but it can track 
superannuation payments and reports. 


For Share trading activity only Quicken 
can handle the tracking and online 
activities. Several members complained 
of poor service on the share price 
update function. This was explained 
due to the service being provided via 
the USA even though the data 
originates from the Australian Stock 
Exchange. Currently efforts are directed 
to providing a reliable server in the 
local/Asian area to correct the problem. 


Online banking is currently available 
with the CBA and other banks are 
expected to follow later. The online 
banking feature for Quickbooks is 
available as an upgrade patch on the 
Quicken Web site. This converts 
Quickbooks V6 to V6.5. 


Users may expect up up three updates 
to Quickbooks before 1 July. One 
sometime in March, another in May 
and the final late June/July. All this 
because the government is still 
finalising its requirements. Due to 
GST commitments there are delays in 
releasing Australian versions of recent 
USA upgrades to Quicken and 
Quickbooks. This may force a leap 
frog approach so only the very latest 
overseas releases may be adjusted and 
released for Australia. 


Peter Kelly later gave further insight 
into current new developments which 
include a comprehensive online 
automated knowledgebase for 
members self-help in solving 
problems. Meantime members are 
advised to frequently visit the local 
Quicken site and download the 
upgrade patches available to update 
your system. 


We had no shortage of questions. The 
meeting was voted one of the best ever 
and we appreciate and thank the 
Quicken team for their time with us. 
In response Chris Nitsos suggested 
another visit later in the year after the 
GST is introduced, an offer we will be 
most appreciative to accept. 


At our next meeting on Thursday 27 
April we will revert to our coverage of 
Quicken modules and the section with 
tips for new users. Also, commencing 
at this and at future meetings we will 


include a segment on the GST. 


Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Report by Bill Cooney 


We saw a new stand up comedian side 
to Ken Thomas when he opened the 
February meeting. Ken’s rendition of 
that old gag of reading the wrong notes 
raised a cheer as he welcomed us to the 
first meeting for the year. A man of 
many talents. Congratulations from us 
all Ken. Congratulations were also 
extended to George Skarbek on his 
elevation to the office of President. 
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Among the one hundred or so attending 
there were eight people who came to 
check us out and they were all warmly 
welcomed. Max deserves a mention for 
being there, Max suffered a stroke some 
time back and couldn’t wait to get back 
into action with his “Ripper” friends. John 
Gilfedder and Alan McKenzie are also 
straining to get back after medical 


setbacks. 


Thom Lyons was our February guest 
speaker and his subject was an 
introduction to the capabilities and 
operation of the group’s slide scanner, 
one of which our SIG has purchased for 
use and hire by our members. Thom gave 
us a great show in spite of the slow speed 
of the computer he had to use. 
Understandable I guess as he was manip- 
ulating a 5 MB image in the course of the 
presentation. Thom 1s the convener of the 
Digital Photo SIG and his expertise was 
very evident in the tips he gave on the 
subject and his mastery of the software he 
used. Thanks Thom. 


Because of the increasing numbers of 
newcomers to computers who are joining, 
it was decided to set up a new beginners 
“Windows Users Sub SIG” in our group 
(don’t think much of the acronym!). This 
group will meet after the main meeting 
and will be led by the very capable and 
enthusiastic researcher, Henk Vischer. 
Henk has been leading a Windows group 
for some time and always has something 
new on his computer to show us. He 
must have the prettiest, biggest and best 
arranged collection of icons and shortcuts 
to be seen. 


April meeting will see one of our 
members lead an exploration of Photo 
Impact, a photo editing program which 
came free with one of the commercial 
magazines last month. If investment is 
one of your interests, you might like to 
join us for a presentation featuring a 
software package designed to make that 
pursuit more easily managed. 


If any of the above items on our menu 
sound attractive just check out the address 
and turn up. Everybody is most welcome. 


Groups) ar atte ded by members who have 
: >t Of Cr 
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Video Editing General 
Report by Albert Vanzet 


It has been our practice to send an e- 
mail to all our SIG members who are 
on the Net to remind them of the next 
SIG meeting. This message usually 
contains some information about the 
program for that evening and an 
invitation to bring along a partner, a 
friend or anyone else who is interested 
in computer video editing. 


In our February e-mail we announced 
that the program of our meeting would 
include a performance by one of our 
members, Robert Dorin, who is an 
accomplished musician. Members were 
invited to bring along their video 
cameras and any other gear they wanted 
to use to record Robert’s performance 
with the aim being to produce an edited 
video of the event. 


The announced event must have been 
of great interest as the venue was filled 
to capacity with 72 members and 
visitors. The evening was a great 
success. The first half was devoted to 
our regular program that included 
“What’s New” and “The Art of Video” 
and on this occasion we also had the 
segment “Computer Bits”. Don 
Watson-Brown started this segment 
with an explanation about the main 
components of a computer in relation 
to video editing and the need to select 
only those that where compatible with 
the requirements of your current 
programs. Don also emphasised the 
need to be wary of skimping on 
specifications. Experience has shown 
that soon they will not cope with the 
advanced activities of the videographer 
who wants to go further into the hobby. 
It is cheaper to start with higher 
specifications rather than to have to add 
or replace them later on. 


Then Robert Dorin took centre stage. 
After a short introduction about the 
music Robert played for us an 
EntreActe of the opera “Le Postillon de 
Lonjumeau”, by the composer 


Alphonse Adam. Robert performed 
twice so that the participating 
videographers could record in turn the 
performance and the audience. This 
was done so that the final video 
production can include both the music 
performance and the audience reaction 
at the same time. 


After the music session the members 
were shown with a short example how 
to smoothly insert some clips showing 
the audience’s appreciation into the 
music video without disturbing the 
sound track. 


We ended the meeting with videos by a 
couple of our members; always a 


highlight. 


Note that there will be no meeting in 
April as the date clashes with Easter 
weekend. However, we invite all 
members, their partners and friends 
who may wish to see what this 
computer video editing is about, to 
come to our meetings. 


WASINT 
Report by Richard Solly 


At our February meeting, the charting 
and analysis of Australian share market 
data was discussed. The focus was upon 
programs and data that can be down- 
loaded from the WASINT Web site. 


The shareware Parity charting and 
analysis program site was used with five 
year historical data. The significant 
volatility of the period was seen in the 
performance of previous “blue chip” 
stocks and current Internet stocks. A 
variety of chart formats were demon- 
strated together with an introduction to 
the popular share market analysis 
statistical routines. The selection of five 
historical data is updated regularly on 
the WASINT Web site. 


A great deal of company and share 
market information is now becoming 
available freely for down loading on the 
Internet. This is the same information 
for which one can pay hundreds, if not 
thousands of dollars annually to 


subscription services. The WASINT 
SIG is making available to Melb PC 
members the daily price of all currently 
Australian stock exchange shares. 


A WASINT SIG sponsored program is 
also available to add the price data to 
individual csv (comma separated value) 
files of every Australia stock traded this 
year. The csv files can be utilized direct 
with charting and analysis programs. 
Please join the WASINT e-mail mailing 
list for regular details. The SIG meeting 
on Thursday May 18 will cover the 
range of data and information available 
from the Internet. 


Our April meeting will be a presen- 
tation by an experienced member, Stan 
Rosenthall on online share brokers. 
Whether you are an experienced share 
trader or a beginner there will be much 
in this meeting for all. 


WASINT Sig Web Data Resources: 
http:/;www.melbpc.org.au/sig/ 
WASINT/data/ 


To join the WASINT SIG mailing list, 
send e-mail to: 
WASINT-L-Request@melbpc.org.au 
With the Subject: subscribe 

Other detals page 15. 


Windows 
Report by Bob Mayston 


Windows never wavers in popularity 
and again this month we had a full 
house for our theme topic of 
“Reinstalling Windows.” This may be 
required for any number of reasons and 
there are several options; Lynn Pollock 
demonstrated two. 


Installation from a CD ROM after first 
making sure you had a floppy disk that 
could access the CD ROM drive. This 
disk is easily made in Windows 98 as 
part of the setup program. Alternately if 
you have another hard disk you can 
copy all the CAB files to that drive and 
reinstall from those. However, first of 
all make sure you have any Virus 
checking programs shut down. It’s also 
a good idea to use the Device manager 
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identify the video and sound cards and 
modem you have installed. 


After “Format C:” had cleared the disk, 
reinstallation was commenced and the 
suggestion made to use the custom 
installation. This way you (the operator), 
not Microsoft decide what parts of the 
Windows system you want installed. 
Lynn gave his suggested preferences. 
These are not set in concrete because if 
needed you can always add items at a 
later stage. 


About 30 minutes were required for 
installation so we opened up the 
Question/Answer segment. Questions 
covered some of the following: 


@ Direct Cable connection not working 
between two computers. Suggested 
need to set protocol. 


@ Howto sort the Windows 98 start 
menu. Right click mouse and select 
sort. 


@ Problems of having scanner 
recognized by the computer. 
Suggested check IRQs (interrupts). 


@® Open forum on reliability and 
service from the now available 
“Free” Internet connections such as 
Global Freeway. 


@ Why despite closing a computer 
down correctly, does SCANDISK 


insist on running upon boot up. 


@ How to change name of Registered 
Owner. Go to REGEDIT/LOCAL 


_ The address is? 

2 Dorcas Street, 
7 he Wells Street), 
~ South Melbourne - 
VIC 3205 


How Do I Get There? 
Usually plenty of parking 
available nearby in the evenings 
d on weekends, or catch a tram 


the corner of St. Kilda Road and 
rcas Street. After hours entrance _ 
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MACHINE/MICROSOFT/ 
WINDOWS/CURRENT VERSION/ 
REGISTERED OWNER. Alter the 
name there. 


After this segment we completed the 
reinstallation of Windows. 


After a break Geoff Keenan one of our 
members demonstrated some basic 
operating skills in using Excel spread- 
sheets. These including massaging 
data, importing data in delimited 
format, exporting tables and data to a 
Word document and some general tips 
on using the program. One such 
segment demonstrated the conversion 
from tabular data to graphical format 
with an example showing share price 
data. 


Forthcoming meeting program 


April 

Topic Go!Zilla 
MainTheme Internet 
May 

Topic Access 
MainTheme DVD 
June 

Topic Modems 
MainTheme Networks 


There is always something of interest 
at our meetings. These now include in 
addition to the main theme, a presen- 
tation (by a member) of a Windows 
topic designed to acquaint members 
with other Windows applications. 


sessions. — 


How DolI Book A Course? 


_ Please use the order form in this 


magazine or (for credit cards only) 


_ phone or fax the oO 
during business he 


Windows 2000 
Report by Andrew Callaway 


February’s meeting saw another 
demonstration of Win2000. This time 
we set up a network and installed 
Win2000 on a workstation. If you have 
your server set up appropriately you can 
install Win2000 on a workstation with 
just a couple of mouse clicks. John has 
set up the first 2000 site in Australia so 
he showed us how easy it is to do. A 
must if you are rolling out hundreds of 
them. Win2000 can talk back to Win 
NT and Win98 clients. 


Some people were perplexed at the 
questions posed by Tim McKibben in 
last month’s report. All I can suggest 1s 
that you roll up to our April meeting, 
and we will explain. Of course if you 
know the answers to any of the 
questions, or just some clues, we'd love 
to hear from you. Particularly if you’re 
one of those people who painstakingly 
write down all the numbers that appear 
on the “Blue Screen of Death”, you 
definitely need to come along. 


In April we hope to have the good 
people from Oracle to give us a 
demonstration. Do come along, we 
cover Oracle as well, and we do still talk 
Win NT if that’s your main interest. 0 


aha to Ian Rania at 
irankin@melbpce.org.au 


Do You Run Courses Upon | eq: 


Some courses are available up 0 
request but are subject to minimu 
numbers. ‘Please contact the Office f for 


. details. — 
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Training Schedule — April and 


Vi ay 2 0 0 0 Ian Rankin, Training Coordinator 


Application Courses 





Caroline Houston 
One 3 hour session 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Thursday 4 May. 


This course gives an introduction 
to the capability of the tools, using 
the templates and wizards, 
creating graphics and creating 
standard slides. Students will 
create presentations that can be 
given as on-screen shows or 
printed for use on an overhead 
projector. This course is a must in 
preparation for your next meeting/ 
onference delivery. 


Prerequisites: Familiarity 
with Windows 95 including 





Peter Harvest 

Three 3 hour sessions 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Wednesday 10, 17, 24 May 


On completion of this course you 
will have the basic knowledge and 
effective skills to create your own 
spreadsheets in Microsoft Excel 
8/97. Techniques such as entering 
data and developing formulae, 
using Excel’s many built-in 
functions and making charts, 
printing and saving your files and 
using Excel’s extensive online 
Help are all covered. 


Prerequisites: No prior 
knowledge of spreadsheets is 
required. Participants must 
already know how to use Win 
95 or Windows NT. 


Advanced Access 8/97 $207 


Peter Fallon 

Three 3 hour sessions 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Tuesday 2, 9, 16 May. 
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This hands-on course is designed 


to build on a good knowledge of 


the product, and teach you to how 


to perform many complex and 


advanced database operations and 


solve technical problems. Create 


complex queries, and look at how 


the query engine actually works. 
Build complex forms and reports, 
and create Macros and Visual 
basic for Application modules to 
automate them into a single 
application. Discuss and under- 
stand the limitations of Access. 


Prerequisites: A solid know- 
ledge of Access 97 is required 


or attendance at the Interm- 
ediate Access 97 course. 





Caroline Houston 
One 3 hour session 


|] 6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 


~ | Wednesday 31 May 


This hands-on course will give a 


basic grounding in Word — an 
essential for new users in word 
processing. Designed for complete 
novices and those who feel they 
may benefit from short formal 
course. 


Prerequisites: Familiarity 
with the Windows environ- 
ment including mouse and 
keybord skills at a basic level. 


Internet courses 


Note: If you are starting with 

minimal knowledge, we suggest 
that the Internet courses are best 
attended in the sequence shown. 
More advanced students should 





Internet service. Live explanations 


of all the major programs that 
make up the Internet. Detailed 
discussion of the hardware and 


software items involved, including 


modems. General questions 
concerning Internet connections. 


Prerequisites: None. 












Prerequisites: Students 
should have attended the basic 
Internet course or have a good 
understanding of Internet 
principles. This is an advanced 
course. 





See also: File management, 
archiving and compression 9.00 am — 4.00 pm 
techniques. Sunday 30 April. 
‘Using the Int ith | Complete discussion and live 
Windor | Internet connections examining the 
Lynn Pollock features that make up the Internet 
9.00 am — 4.00 pm today, with the exception of Web 
Saturday 29 April. browsers. Students will gain 


This is the basic course for 


| Windows 95/98 users. It suits 
| people about to install Windows 


95 or 9S Internet software or 
novice users of the Internet who 
want a full explanation of the 
basic setup and techniques 
involved. Hands-on individual 
installation of 32-bit Internet 
software. Explanation, discussion 
and live student Internet 
connections to demonstrate and 
practice all the major components. 


Prerequisites: Windows 95/ 
98 experience. 






Lynn Pollock 
One 4 hour session 
1.00 pm — 5.00 pm 
Saturday 27 May. 


Complete examination and 
discussion of all the features in the 
latest versions of both Netscape 
and MS Internet Explorer. 
Configuring, bookmark and 





| favourite management, saving 


ila and data, offline shed of files, incorporating public domain 
saved information, effective use of JAVA applets, how to create online 





One 3 hour session 
9.00 am — 12 noon 
Saturday 27 May. 


An overview of the Melb PC 





search engines and techniques, and 


tips and tricks. Students have live 
Internet connections to practice 
their searching techniques. 








Advanced Internet Part 1: 
Effectively Using Web 





experience with: Advanced e-mail, 
FTP, Archie, Gopher, Finger, Telnet, 
IRC Network, Internet Phone, 
newsgroups and list servers, con- 
nection problems, tips and tricks. 


Prerequisites: Students 
should have attended the basic 
Internet course or have a good 
understanding of Internet 
principles. This is an advanced 
course. 


Web Page Design $200 © 
Steven Goldate 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Tuesday 4, 11, 18 April. 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Thursday 11, 18, 25 May. 


Students will learn how to create 
pages for the World Wide Web. 
This includes HTML (Hypertext 
Markup Language) basics, use of 
HTML editors, both text and 
WYSIWYG. Students will 
gradually be introduced into the 
inner workings of HTML, 
learning how to write simple Web 
pages, then progress to more 
complex features such as using 
tables, frames, embedding sound 






slide shows and more. The course 
will cover such issues as features of 
good Web page design, FTP 
uploading issues and getting free 
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material from the Net. Students 
will also learn about directory 
structures in HTML and file 
uploading with FTP. 


Prerequisites: Students 
should be familiar with the 
Internet, using a Web 
Browser, have some basic 
word editing skills and be 
familiar with Windows. 


Operating System & 
Hardware Courses 


How To Buy A Computer 





| Free 


Jan Rankin 

6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Thursday 27 April. 
10.00 am — 1.00 pm 
Saturday 13 May. 


What a computer does, what the 
jargon means, buying advice, tips 
and traps, no sales talk! 


Prerequisites: None. 


Hardware Upgrade and 


| Repairs | 





$120 
Tom Coleman 

Two 3 hour sessions 

6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Thursday 13, 20 April. 
One 6 hour session 
10.00 am — 5.00 pm 
Sunday 14 May. 


Students will be able to dismantle 
and reassemble a computer, replace 
major components. Be aware of 
the basic “Rules” and conventions 
of computer building. Know 
enough to get started on simple 
Jobs. 


Prerequisites: Familiarity 
with the basic functions of 
each of a computer’s parts. 


Hard Disk Installation 
$60 


Tom Coleman 
One 3 hour session 
6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Thursday 6 April 


Replacing or adding another hard 
disk. Master/Slave setup. 
Installation to older computers. 
Cabling. Trouble shooting and 
diagnostics. Options and 
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alternatives. Students will be 
introduced to the following: 
Hard disk types. CMOS setup. 
Partitioning, formatting and 
optimizing setup. 


Materials: Some hardware is 
provided for practical sessions. 
Students will be helped by 
providing their own tools 
(screwdrivers). The class will be 
inconvenienced by students 
bringing in their own computers 
for upgrading or repair. Students 
should bring their own pens and 
paper for additional notes. There 
will be many extra items discussed 
in class so a degree of note taking 
may be necessary. 


Prerequisites: The course 
requires no more practical 
skill than using a screwdriver. 
The basics of hard disk set up 
and function is covered, but 
students with a more 
comprehensive knowledge of 
computing will get more out 
of this course. 








Len Krois 

One 6 hour session 
9.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Saturday 8 April. 


On completion participants will 
have a general feel for the processes 
of Linux installation, some 
knowledge of administration and 
security and an appreciation for the 


look and feel of the basic Linux 


command line interface. With this A full and detailed examination of 


knowledge of the basic navigation 
and file manipulation commands 
as well as the online manual 
pages, participants will be well 
placed to explore further in the 
open systems arena. 


Prerequisites: The course is 
designed for those seeking 
basic Linux skills. Although 
there are no specific pre- 
requisites, students comfortable 
with command line com- 
puting would benefit more. 


Materials: The revised edition 
Linux pocketbook from APC, 
including CD-ROMs 


containing Red Hat & Caldera registry control and editing, backup 


OpenLinux implementations 
of Linux Notes are provided 
on a diskette containing some 
good training resources 
obtained from the Internet. 
Students should bring a pen 
and paper for additional notes. 





Two 6 hour sessions 


9.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturday 
and Sunday 20-21 May. 


For beginners & intermediate 
students, this course introduces the 
Windows 98 environment to the 
computer novice. You will get to 
know your computer, how to use it 
productively and the skills you'll 
need to use Microsoft Windows 
effectively. 

Materials. A comprehensive 
manual is provided and it is 
recommended that students 
bring a pen and paper for 
additional note taking. 


Prerequisites: None. 
However, you will gain an 
advantage if you have had 
some exposure to computers 
and previously used a mouse. 






Lynn Pollock 

One 6 hour session 
9.00 am — 4.00 pm 
Sunday 28 May. 


Windows 95 for experienced users. 
Topics include adding hardware, 


familiar with Win 95. 


techniques, communications, 
networking with Win95, conflict 
resolution, enhancing performance, 
system maintenance, and many 
tips and tricks. 


Prerequisites: Must be 





John Bourke 

Three 3 hour sessions 

6.30 pm — 9.30 pm 
Wednesday 12, 19, 26 April. 


This course will introduce you to 
programming and teach you how 
to perform the basics of writing 
software. You will learn how to 
create and use VARIABLES and 
ARRAYS, how to control the flow 
of program logic, how to use 
LOOPS, how to use and 
manipulate FILES and how to 
write a text utility program. 


Prerequisites: NONE. 

An enquiring mind and a 
willingness to learn will be all 
you need. 





> One 6 hour session 
~| 9.00 am - 4.00 pm 
_! Saturday 6 May. 


This session will show you how to 
connect two or more computers so 
that you can share computer 
resources. 


Prerequisites: Familiarity 
with Windows 3.1 or 


Windows 95. oO 


* PRINTER SALES 
/REPAIRS and SPARE PARTS 


Telephone: (03) 9887 4877 
Facsimile: (03) 9800 1777 





E-mail: intoki@minerva.com.au 


INTRONICS (AUST) 


OKI-Microline SPECIALISTS 
Refurbished Printhead Service 
Computer — Printer Cables & Accessories 


AUTHORISED OKI SERVICE CENTRE 








laurie Rooney 


Factory 2 
9 Sherwood Ct. 
WANTIRNA 3152 


Pty Ltd 
ACN 070 835 488 
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Internet Access Application Form 


Instructions 


@ Please read the entire form. It may be 


photocopied. 


@ Co aplete every field else it might be returned to 
you. I ach field has a purpose, which includes 
updating our database. 





@ Enclose a cheque or authorise a charge against 
your credit card for the requisite amount. Send the 
form with payment to 

Melbourne PC User Group 
PO Box 283 
South Melbourne VIC 3205 


Description of Service 


@ General. The Melbourne PC User Group Inc 
A0003293V (Melb PC) Internet Service network 
(the Network) is a private telecommunications 
network owned and operated by Melb PC for its 
members. It is administered by the Internet 
Subcommittee (the Subcommittee) as a subscriber- 
funded service. 


@ Function of the Melb PC Network. The primary 
function of the Network is to support the free 
transfer of information to and from Melb PC 
members, subject to the terms of our Acceptable 
Use Policy. 


@ Standard Service. PPP accounts. 
@ Features: 
@ Electronic Mail. 


@ We also provide access to other services 
that are found on the Internet but they are 
not under our control. 


@ Charges. Annual fee $140, subject to change from 
time to time. 


@ Limits and Quotas. Up to 120 minutes access per 
day (non-cumulative). A bank of modems is made 
available with a time limit of 30 minutes for the 
benefit of users who need to check their mail and 
get off quickly. The Mail quota is 4 MB. Excess 
mail may be deleted. 


@ Access Software. You will need to acquire and 
configure suitable software from our Shareware 
library or other resources. 


@ Accounts. Accounts are issued only to individuals, 
not company names. Melb PC may reject an 
application without stating a reason. 


@ Support. Volunteers offer their help in local 
newsgroups, via our free Bulletin Board Service, or 


by telephone. 
@ Training. Melb PC offers training courses. 


@ Duration. The subscription to the Network is for 
one year from the date of acceptance. It 
automatically terminates upon expiry of 


membership of Melb PC. 


@ Acknowledgment. Successful applicants will 
include individuals whose forms are correctly filled 
out and whose funds have been transferred to our 
bank account. 


@ Net Etiquette. Melb PC endorses adherence to 
(“net etiquette” or “netiquette”) as deemed by the 
subcommittee from time to time. 
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Internet Access Agreement 
Definitions 


“Melb PC” means The Melbourne PC User Group 
Incorporated A0003293V or its assignee; 


“the subscriber” means the Melb PC member making 
this application; 


“family subscriber” refers to an existing Melb PC 
Family Member, or a member of the family residing 
at the same address who applies for Melb PC Family 
Membership at this same time, paying the additional 
$10 Melb PC membership in addition to the Internet 
subscription; 


“Internet access” means access to the World Wide 
Web, Internet e-mail and any additional Internet 
facilities Melb PC may offer to its members from 
time to time, but unless Melb PC agrees otherwise 
does not include supply or maintenance of the 
subscriber’s equipment, software or telephone line, or 
technical support; 


“subscription period” means the period in advance 
for which the subscriber has paid in full, being one of 
the periods of subscription offered by Melb PC from 


time to time; 


1. The subscriber asks Melb PC to provide 
Internet access and Melb PC agrees to do so. 


2. This agreement starts when an authorised 
officer of Melb PC has executed it and Melb PC 
has received cleared payment for the 
subscription period. 


3. Subject to the early termination clauses of this 
agreement and to clause 4, this agreement 
continues until the end of the subscription 


period. 
4. If Melb PC and the subscriber renew this 


agreement for a further subscription period, this 
agreement applies to the renewed subscription 
period unless the parties agree otherwise in 
writing. 


5. The subscriber acknowledges that: 


a. Continuity and speed of the Internet access 
depends on a wide range of factors, many of 
which are beyond the control of Melb PC; 

b. Melb PC has no control over the accuracy or 
appropriateness of any information on the 
Internet; 

c. Melb PC is not responsible for any material 
available on the Internet; 

d. The subscriber's Internet access may be 
interrupted by equipment failure, the need for 
routine maintenance, peak demand and so on; 
e. Melb PC cannot guarantee that the subscriber 
will be able to secure access at any given time, or 
that fluctuations in demand by other subscribers 
will not prevent the subscriber from using the 
full amount of the maximum daily time 
allowance on any given day. 

6. Subject to matters of the kind referred to in the 
previous clause and to the subscriber’s access 
limits, Melb PC will use its best endeavours to 
keep Internet access available continuously and 
to allow the subscriber to have access for the 
current daily time allowance from time to time. 


ie 


1D: 


14. 


i. 


16. 


The subscriber indemnifies Melb PC against 
any liability, claim, action, suit, demand, loss, 
cost or expense arising out of or in any way 
connected with this agreement or Internet 
access, including any negligence by Melb PC, 
its servants or agents. 


The subscriber will pay fees according to Melb 
PC’s standard pricing list from time to time, 
and a copy of the list certified by an officer of 
Melb PC is conclusive evidence of the prices 


applicable at any time. 


Melb PC may make rules for the use by the 
subscriber of Internet access, including rules as 
to online time limits, transmission volume 
limits, excess usage fees, terms of payment and 
any other matter at all that Melb PC considers 
desirable, provided that there shall be no 
reduction in the access time of the subscriber 
during any period for which the subscriber has 
paid in advance unless the service provided by 
Melb PC has been or is to be enhanced so as to 
make up for any lost value. Melb PC may alter 
the rules on not less than fourteen days notice 
to the subscriber. A copy of the rules certified 
by an officer of Melb PC is conclusive evidence 
of the rules applicable at any time. The rules 
from time to time will apply as if they were set 
out in full as terms of this agreement. 


The subscriber must not deliberately or 
recklessly do anything that damages Melb PC’s 


equipment, software, setup or services. 


The subscriber must not use Internet access to 
annoy, harass or harm other Internet users. 


The subscriber must not use Internet access for 
any unlawful purpose or in any unlawful 


manner. 


The subscriber will keep safe and confidential 
any access numbers, codes or passwords allotted 
to them by Melb PC and notify Melb PC 
without delay of any disclosure of those things. 


Melb PC may terminate the subscriber's 
Internet access immediately if the subscriber 
breaches this agreement or the rules, or fails to 
promptly pay any money owed to Melb PC, or 
ceases to be a member of Melb PC. 


Subject to the previous clause, either party may 
terminate this agreement by 14 days’ notice to 
the other save that Melb PC must not 
terminate this agreement while the subscriber 
has credit for advance payment of fees without 
refunding a pro rata part of those fees or 
making alternative Internet access arrangements 
for the subscriber, and termination by the 
subscriber does not affect any debt owed to 
Melb PC at the time of termination. 


Melb PC may delete without notice any 
material found on its storage disks that is 
unauthorised, unlawful, obscene, dangerous, 
excessive in volume, uncollected for an excessive 


period, or in an unauthorised place. 
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ve 


20. 


pa 


pik 


Pia 


24. 


25. 


26. 


24. 


28. 
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Melb PC may delete without notice any 
material found on its storage disks without 
giving any reason for doing so. 


Melb PC may make and keep any record it 
requires for the purpose of this agreement or 
the rules or for the operation of its services. 


The Description of Service, Internet Access 
Agreement, and the services as described on 
this application form constiture the entire 
agreement between the parties, and neither of 
them relies on any term, condition, warranty, 
collateral contract, representation or promise 
not set out in those parts of this application 
forms. 


Any notice given about any matter concerning 
this agreement may be given by fax, e-mail or 
post at the last fax number, e-mail or postal 
address notified to the sender and is deemed to 
have been received at the time when it would 
have arrived in the ordinary course of the 
relevant type of transmission. 


The subscriber must not transfer, sell or share 
Internet access rights, or allow the account to 
be used by any other person, other than those 
Melb PC Family Members who are listed on 
this application. 


The user’s last name must be displayed in all 
mail and news messages. The user’s first name 
or initials may be displayed as desired. 


Commercial traffic, in the form of private 
messages and advertisements in newsgroups 
designated for that purpose, is permitted within 
the bounds of net etiquette. 


The Organization: field in private electronic 
mail or public newsgroup article headers must 
always be Melbourne PC User Group, 
Australia, the name of the service provider. 
Any other organisation or business name is 
permitted only in the four-line (maximum) 
“signature” text that is optionally inserted at 
the end of the message or article. 


Connection of any networking system or device 
that permits multiple users to share one 
account simultaneously is not permitted. 


The From: field used in mail and news 
messages must be the Melb PC assigned user 
name, e.g. jjones@melbpc.org.au not the 
address where a reply is sought, e.g. 
Jjones@pobox.com.au. Such an arrangement 
should be managed by use of the Reply-To: 
field. 


Melb PC may assign its rights and obligations 
under this agreement to an Internet access 
provider that is of equal standard to Melb PC, 
and after notice of assignment is given to the 
subscriber, this agreement shall have operation 
as if it had been entered into between the 
assignee and the subscriber and Melb PC’s 
rights (except for its right to recover any money 
owed to it immediately before the assignment) 
and obligations under this agreement shall be 


at an end. 


The parties submit to the law of Victoria, 
Australia in relation to any the interpretation of 
this agreement, or any dispute arising out of it. 


Service Required and Payment 


Subscription $ 140.00 


Melb PC Internet Kit software 
Windows 3.x version @ $10.00 Se A ae 


Melb PC Win 95/98/NT setup 
@ $5.00 » FR SE? 


Total Paccchydlsbctievs 
Tick 
[ ] Cheque for above total is enclosed. 


or 
L] Debit my card with Ricihcrase iste: 
[3] Bankcard / [ ] MasterCard / [ ] Visa 


Expires: —...... Vs csass 


Number: 


Name on. Cate oo. hk oo csi ee 


SNES a5 5c cs actse is cuseetvpateanadunsas ladivheras heeeheneoeaes 


Applicant Details 


OUTS PRR ee a I re a 
TARE NUNES oa in ct, Bice deeee be rites hoa a ee ae 


Memibérship. Number: 4.03.35 :.sssscsescansasbchecsbpboaseedaes 


Postal Adcitesss. 5000s feapcdesdobhenseiis ocetaardecetcacnbovsieeees 


PaO de ceeds scvideaches 


Telephone 
Day ( Sestus vehi ) dite seselies ha todls a Naeaids ti deate even saan ose 


Evening Cee j Sree Pe ee Cccan anes Cae 
VOR PION cis iiivcsich an tensssechalccteneeinad mare eit 


Le ee Oe PROBE ce Ware ARR Ep Fe ane Ep OA 
Tick 


My age is: [_] 18 or above, [4 Below 18 
I hereby apply for the Internet Service described on 
this and the previous page 


SHOMAUIEGS J uiopeciosasaporclicp Anco Tyee or lig iw senrete eines 
Additional Family Members who will share the one 
account/user name: 

WNUMRES foo csScsshsecbatersachcbtasm aie sieccseesicvyetateovanetac tankeees 
BUSTA: dail ach widacapt ecko pea toad teeaadiomectatatnn gdh neal 
Name? ojeisd onic RAK a ed i eas 


PIS TIAE IEEE 2s onc sachevsandsoaen aby baendnesecemr prorascsiedeushoatbdtdetss 


or at eth al Se ee Fe Oe GRR nT RR et ieee oe Ree 


SU LING, Decisis achwntsdacresnindduaaig vat Gineamnasciakaniasontg enon 


Applicant(s) to Complete 


(CAPITALS, please) 


Parent/Guardian to Complete 
(If any of the applicants is below the age of 18) 
I am the parent/guardian of the applicant. I am aware 
of the nature of information available throu 
Internet and support this application. 





SORA ORCS E HERE EEE HERE HEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SESH EEHEHEEESEHE EES E ORES 


Telephone 
(day) Coscccstens ) scum Is dine ait: 


Signature: 


POP e Oe eee ee RHEE EEE EEEH EEE SESEEHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEH ES EEES 


User Name 


List below the user (“login”) names you would like, in 
order of preference, up to eight lowercase characters 
and/or numerals. Write very clearly, to avoid our 
confusing certain letters. User names are expressed in 
lowercase letters and numbers and must represent 
your real name in some recognisable way, e.g. John J. 
Jones might request user names such as john, johnj, 
jjones, etc. Any user name that is already allocated or 
deemed unsuitable in the opinion of the system 
administrators will not be allocated. Preferred full 
name (e.g. John J Jones or Jones Family), to be 
recorded on the system. 


POOR eee eee EE EHH EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEESEEEEEEESESEEEEEEEEEHSEHEESEEHESEES EE EEEES 


Office Use Only 


Tick as applicable 


Form and fee correct 


Parent of under age applicant 
contacted (date) 


Membership database checked 
and updated 


Incomplete form returned to 
sender (date) 


Acknowledgment returned 
to sender (date) 


Fd ee ea 


Initials of office staff ...........cscccccsereees 
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Microsoft Flight Simulator 2000 


George, Skarbek 


have been buying the Microsoft 

Flight Simulators since Version 1 

and each version has become even 
better than the previous one, and Flight 
Simulator 2000 is no exception. It is a 
worthy successor. 


For readers who have not used a Flight 
Simulator (FS) before and would just 
like to purchase a good game, do not 
purchase the FS. This not a game in the 
usual sense as there is not shooting or 
bombing, although it has a multi-user 
version when you can use a network 
connection or a modem to fly with 
another user. 


Microsoft Flight Simulator is a realistic 
flight simulator where a pilot or learner 
can practice their flying skills in a 
variety of aircraft, in most conditions 
such as dusk, night, cloud, strong wind 
etc as well as instrument flying. 


The aircraft’s behaviour is modelled 
quite accurately and it behaves similary 
to the real thing. As I pilot I find that 
the FS Cessna reacts in the same 
manner as the real one. It takes the 
same time to accelerate and lift off, 
speed changes by the same amount 
when the nose is lifted of lowered by a 
certain amount, on approach the flaps 
have the same increase in the descent 
rate and so on as on the real Cessna. 
The sensitivity of controls increases 
with speed by the same extent as with 
the real Cessna. All this is very 
important to a pilot who is flying the 
FS as it gives him or her a feeling of 
confidence that they are improving 


their flying skills. 


FS 2000 gives a good frame rate despite 
the level of detail that is being 
displayed. On a 300 MHz computer 
with 128 MB of RAM and a Matrox 
MGA-G100 AGP video card, in the 
default window with default settings 
the rate is between 18 and 25 frames per 
second (FPS) depending on the scenery 
complexity. In the full window on a 17 
inch monitor and with no instrument 
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Figure 1. Default view when rolling on the runway, Meigs in Chicago, prior to take off, with instrument panel visible. 
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Figure 2. The Concorde taking off from default airport, Meigs, in Chicago 
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Figure 3. Approach view of Chicago, showing Frame Rates. 


panel visible, this drops to 3-5 FPS. 

On a 450 MHz computer with the 
same specifications the rates are 25-35 
and 5-7 respectively. With 96 MB RAM 
the rates are only slightly less. The level 
of detail even extends to the position of 
the sun, stars and moon for your 
location and time. 


FS 2000 has two new aircraft one of 
which is the Concorde. (A complex 
aircraft that is very difficult to fly and 
land.) It now gives a reasonably 
comprehensive range of aircraft that 
includes a helicopter, a glider and the 
Word War I Sopwith Camel. It has over 
20,000 airports, incorporates the 
Jeppesen database, six cities in very high 
detail, updated instrument panels for 
existing aircraft with moving map GPS 
navigation. 


Price 


The professional edition sells for about 
$130 while the standard edition sells for 
about $100. Functionally both 


ising 





Figure 5. Morning light over Sydney. 
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programs are the same. The 
professional edition contains two 
additional aircraft, six additional high 
resolution cities, two training IFR 
panels and an instrument panel editor > 
plus a flight dynamics editor. 


Minimum Requirements 


FS 2000 requires Windows 9x or NT, 
Pentium 166 MHz processor, 32 MB 
memory to run and a 4x CD drive and 
over 500 MB of free disk space for a 
typical installation and 350 MB for the 
absolute minimum. However with just 
the minimum hardware the 
performance will be quite poor. More 
realistic minimum requirements would 
be a 300 MHz processor and 64 MB of 
memory with video card that is not the 
bottom of the range. Although a joystick 
in not essential, I would say that it is 
highly desirable in order to give the 
computer pilot a much more realistic 
way of flying. 





Figure 4. More detail in the approach view of Chicago. 


Gripes 


Very few really. My main one is that 
there is no upgrade from an earlier 
version and you must pay the full price. 
The only other one relates to the disk 
space required. Flight Simulator version 
1 ran on one 5.25 inch floppy disk. 
However, with the price of 10 GB hard 
disks now costing a lot less than the 5.25 
inch floppy drives, and considering 
what is delivered by this product, this 
should not be a problem for users with 
relatively new computers. 


Summary 


For anyone interested in aviation this 
product should be seriously considered. 
For the price that is less than one hour’s 
dual flying you can put in many hours 
of fun flying and possibly improve your 
instrument flying. Although not a 
substitute for the real thing, it lets you 
explore a lot of aircraft, cities and the 
crashes are a lot less costly! O 


Figure 6. Afternoon light over Sydney. 
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Rubik’s Cube — Part 3 






s promised previously, we will 
start to write code to put the 
cube back to its proper state 
using the strategy outlined in Don 
Taylor’s “Mastering Rubik’s Cube”. 
In the SUB Solve(), we have already 
created the series of empty SUBs in 
which we will accomplish this. 


Dealing with the real cube, we have the 
advantage of the amazing human brain 
which, at a glance, can spot cubes out of 
place and, ignoring those already in 
place, can (sometimes) plan a quick and 
expedient rectification of a cube that has 
not been too vigorously messed up. On 


DOWN 


LEFT 
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Automatic Solution 


the other hand, the computer must 
follow a completely rigorous procedure, 
even if it operates on a cube already in 
proper order. When you click on 
“Solve”, the on-screen arrangement 
becomes the starting point with, for 
example, the UP and FRONT faces 
already chosen, and the following 
occurs. 


Top Edge Cubes 


Based on colour, or, more specifically, 
the numbers in array c(face, 1, }), the 
code looks at all of the edge cubes to 
find the one which should be at the u/f 


RIGHT FRONT 
— 3° 











Ken Holmes 


position, 1e. the one with the same 
colours, uc and fc, as the centre squares 
of the U and F faces. By rotating 
appropriate faces, it is moved to u/f. 
The whole cube is rotated 90 deg. 
clockwise about the U face axis (R face 
becomes F) and the u/f cube is again 
correctly positioned. All faces except U 
may be used but, if any U edge cube 
(which might have already been 


TOP LAYER IN ORDER 
READY TO INVERT 


Rightclick to QUIT 


~ 


Figure 3. All top corners and the top edges, in proper order 
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corrected) is disturbed, it must be replaced 
by an opposite move to the offending one. 
The Rotate/Fix is performed again twice 
and the four UP edge cubes will be 
correct — while chaos prevails elsewhere 
since no attempt is made to avoid 
disturbing the bottom and middle layers. 


Looking at the code in Listing 6, the 
correct u/f cube could be in any of 12 
locations with two possible orientations. 
We check each of the 23 wrong places 

it could be and move it with the minimum 
number of moves to its correct place, as 
you would with the real cube. We don’t 
need to check the correct place since that 
is where it is if not found among the 
wrong ones. We might be tempted to spare 
the computer from checking all 23 places 
by bypassing the rest once it is found. One 
way would be to use GOTO in each IF 
statement, but, among your programming 
friends, GOTOs are NONOs; or you 
could use 24 nested IF...ELSE...END IF 
statements which would add 48 lines and 
24 indenting spaces which could cost me 
the friendship of the editor. Don Taylor’s 
book suggests moving the found cube to 
d/f first, then, depending on orientation, 
moving it to u/f. 


In one case the latter is a 180 rotation 

of the F face but the other involves 
backing and filling around a lower corner 
to fix the orientation. Whatever, a number 
of wasted moves is incurred; and two 
nested IF statements would be necessary 
at each of the twelve positions so the 
number of code lines would not be much 
less, once the final d/f to u/f move is 
added. If you study the sequences of 
moves in the code on a real cube, or on 
screen, you will start to learn the tricks 
involved. At this stage, we don’t worry 
what happens to the lower two layers, so 
the routines are simple. Later, when most 
of the cubes are sorted, the sequences 
become more elaborate to avoid upsetting 
the already correct placements. 


Top Corner Cubes 


The correct u/f/r cube might be at any of 
eight positions with three possible 
orientations and we must put it in its 
proper place. Don Taylor suggests moving 
it first to the d/f/r position, then, 
depending on orientation, an appropriate 
set of moves puts it into correct 
orientation at u/f/r. This breaks the 
problem in two more under-standable 
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Listing 6 
SUB Edgesl 


‘locate 


‘positions/orientations) 
Prstr. “Top ‘layer, edges”, 3: uc. = ge Ad; Lua 
FOR n = 
LF oy Oe 3 
IF ct, 


Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
‘iE .at 


LF. c(4, 


Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 


IF ca; 


PrStr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
“LE at 
Le C2, 
Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 


IF c(2, 


Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
‘it at 
IF cia; 
Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 


LB: (3, 


PrStr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
‘0 At 
DY G25 
PrsStr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
LP oto. 
Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
Lif -at 
TF. OU? 
PYrStxr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
Be c(2, 
Prster 
Rotpr 
END IF 
Af at 


ee a2. 


PISctr. 
Rotpr 
END IF 
LP o(2:, 
Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
\Af -at 


IF c(4, 


Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 
Le o(4, 
Prstr 
Rotpr 
END IF 


u/£ edge cube 


TOG vee Se OS a 2) 


(23 other possible 
and move to u/f 





2) 0 


u/£f but flipped. (If not flipped, ae 

2, od) EES CAND  c(5S. 1, 2) = uc THe aaa 
‘Plip. u/f cube .“, 4: PrStr “ie. F2QBe 1L- 1F”, 5 
De RORY SS ph tf ROtCEY 2, S2CROEDE «3, SY 6 ROSS tet 


r/f (2 orientations at each position) 


2,00) & uc AND: ¢ (5; 2, 3): =. Ec . THEN 

“Move: x7 Eto suff", 4: Prstr “re, “ F-1 P25 
oP ee 

4, 8) .2 Ee AND ¢(5, 2, 3). = uc THEN 

Move TCT EO NE". 22s PrSty. “ie: FLD-1L-1F”, 5 
Sk PROUDEST lS, Dt Rotpr ‘2, 33 Robpr 3373s ROtpr:S4 
d/ft 

2252) ceo wes ANT 0 (53513: <2). = £eTHEN 

“Move a/t Sah" AS Prsrr ore. F2 ak ee, 
ies ae 

3,02): -= E@ AND: c (5,354.02) « = uc: -THEN 

“Move -G/f£: tov ust"... 4: PrStr “de. LD-1L-1F “, 5 
Set NOt p eS Sees Rotor 3,3: Rotpr 5): 42 

ios 

1,.2). =-ue AND .¢ (5, 2, 1) =-£c THEN 

“Move L/t EO: U/E" 4:-Prstr “ie. FP xs 
Ea 

Peto) = LCeAND ¢(5/°:2,: 1) =suc- THEN 

“Move 1/f to u/f”, 4: PrStr “ie.F-1LD-1L-1F”, 5 
8.32 ROEDE. Oy ROL DL C2 po ks BOCRE a.as ROLDIr 5,1 
d/l 

2% 3 ee CAND C35 2-13). = udc.. THEN 

YWove-d/1l Go uy", 42. PrStr: “ies L-1FL *, 5 
Dig Oe ROC Oe ae BOEDY .o p: 2 

2, 3).-8 UC AND &(3-,' -2,°°3)" =+ 20 THEN 

“Move d/l to; a/t*, &@:-Prstr ste: “DF2 Me, 5 
27 103; RODE 8.42 
d/b 

1, 2). =-uc ANDwh(63 52.71). = Ec THEN 

“Move--d/b ‘toau/it. 43 Protr: “ie. Dar2 », 25 
2; 2t. ROCCE sa 2 

1, 2): 8c8e AND! ct6.; 251). =ou¢0¢ THEN 

“Move G/B fo w/t"; 42° Prstr ie. DL-1FL 41-3 
2p Ls ROC S734. ROC ay 1s RODE Sa 
d/r 

2, L)ire te: AND 2(4 5 "17 2) ice u0. THEN 

“Move G/retovu/f",: 4: -PrStro wie. : RReiLR-d-. “, 5 
4, At’ ROUGE SD, “Ss ROtpr ' 4,3 

2, 1)ieeme AND. ‘cc (4 ol, 2): 8 fe: THEN 

“Move d/r te u/f",: 4:2. PrSte “tet. sDeiFr2 are 
a, 3?) ROtpe 5 2 
b/r 

2, 1) = -FS@RAND. c (6s: Ts: 2): = 1c THEN 

“Move b/r to *a/f" hae PesStr “ie; RD-1F2R-1", 5 
4, 1: Rotpr: 2, Be Retr Se 42: Retpr 4, 3 

2, lL) =. ueGrANnD > c(6, “k2)= fc THEN 

“Move ey tou/f", 4: “PEStr “ie... R2E-2Re) |=, 5 
4-23 ROCDY 5.  3e-ROtCoEr. 4,5. 2 
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Vat at) L 


IF ¢(3,.3, 2) = fe AND. c(6, 3, 2) = uc THEN 


Prste’sMove b/1 to u/f”, 4: PrStr “ie. 


Rot 












rSfr “Move b/l to u/f”", 4: PrStr “ie. L2FL2 

ROG@eee, 2: Rotpr 5, 1: Rotpr 3, 2 

END IF-~ 

‘6 gt /u 

LE ONS 3, ‘1)- = fc AND cil, 1, :2):-= uc THEN 
bystr "Move 1/u:to u/fi”;, 4: PrStr “ie.  L2DF2 
Rowpr 2, 2: Rotpr 2,..42*.ROtpr. 5,22 

END IF 

ie (3, 2, 1) = uc AND. c(1,° 1, °-2)' = £c THEN 
Prstr “Move 1/u.to u/f”;: 4: PrStr “tle. LF 
BOL DE’ 2; 12 ROtpr 5, 1 

END IF 

‘ae et “b/ i 


L-1DF2L 
pr 3, 3: Rotpr 2, 1: Rotpr 5, 22 ‘ROEDL Sy 1 


mia) = uc AND c(6, 3, 2) = £c THEN 


IF c(6,. 25° 3) -=_£6"AND-o(1, 2, 3), = uc THEN 


PxrStr- “Move b/w to u/fi”,.4:: Prstr “ie. 
RGCDe 6,23) ROGGE: 7 pec: ROCDIY 350.2 
END IF 


B2D2F2 


Le Cte 273). 2 ue AND (1, 2, 3). =-fe THEN 


PrsStr “Move b/u to u/fi”, 4: PrStr “ie. 


END IF 
“Lt atu 


BL-1DLF2 ™, 
ROiDpr 6, 1s Kotor’ 3,3: Rotpr’ 2,12; Rotpr:3,1s* Rotpr o,;2 


IF ‘oc (4, 3.<2)..=:f¢ -ANDc(1, 3, 2): = uc THEN 


R2D-1F2 


PrStr “Move r/u to u/£”, 4: PrStr “ie. 
ROGUE 45.25 °RhOCDr 27 “os: ROtPE-5,' 2 

END IF 

iP ¢(4,° 3,.c2)>= uc AND. €G1; .3;7).2)-\= fc: THEN 
PrStr “Move r/u-to u/f";. 4: PrStr “ie. 
ROCpDL €, “33 “Rotpr -5,2;3 

END IF 

IF n < 4 THEN RotCube 

NEXT n 


PrStr blank,3:PrStr blank,4: PrStr blank,5:PrStr blank, 6 


END SUB 


End of Listing 6 


Listing 7 


SUB Cornersl1 
‘Rotate cube about vertical to 4 positions. 
‘At each, note ‘corréct:u/f/r, find it (8 pos 
‘locations) and moves it to d/f/r initially. 
Prstx. Top. layer corners”’,..3:: uc’ = ¢(1,2,2) 
FOR m= .1-70.4.5. fo .8:.¢(5,2,2): re = ¢(4,2,2 
‘U & F & R centre colours. u/f/r corner 
‘must have same 3 colours, i, j & k. 
‘Even i£ u/f/r is correct , move it to d/f 





S. 


) 


ie 


ely Sea) ee CUS, es Shak Sole, 2, 3) 
iP is UucesOR. 4]. = ue OR k = uc THEN ‘| copy 
ie 2..= fc OR 7 = £c OR K.= f¢-THEN : 
Lf <2: =-2C OR) = -Fe:OR E-= re THaN * 
PrsStr. *Move u/f/r to d/f/r- ™,..4 
PrStr “ie. R-1DR cap. a 
Rotpr 4, .3:.. Reotpr 2; 1: Rotpr-4;-4 
END IF * + COpy. 
END IF ' 
END IF ' 


‘it uyb/r sis cotrect. u/f/r, move it to d/f 
Rds eg at aa). See ee, oly top ee Cle, By 
‘copy 3 IF statements 

PrStr. "Move .u/b/z..to- dad/f/r ™, 4 

PrStr “ie. B-1D-1B Py, 


Code Listing 7 continued on page 58 
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7 
1) 


uw 





> 


pieces but does cause wasteful extra moves. 
We will use it. In Listing 7, we need three 
nested IF statements at each of the eight 
corners to identify our errant cube, ie. the 
one with colours uc, fc and rc, the centre 
colours of U, F and R. By using variables 1, 
jand k, the eight sets of three IF statements 
are identical, so we only include them for 
the first case and you may copy them down 
later as indicated in comments. This saves 
32 lines in the magazine, and also saves you 


a bit of typing. 


Next, the information messages are 
displayed about the planned move to d/f/r; 
if Pause is ON, you can control each 
individual rotation and study the process. 
Even if the corner cube was correct it still 
makes a trip to d/f/r and back; this wastes 
moves but avoids a few extra lines of code. 


With the cube at d/f/r, we check where the 
uc-coloured face is located. If it is on the D 
face the small cube is given a preliminary 
twirl to put uc on the R face. We then have 
two alternative routines depending on 
whether the uc colour is now on the F or 
the R face. Three rotations of the whole 
cube, repeating the above, should see all 
top corners, as well as the top edges, in 
proper order as shown in Fig 3. Also, note 
in the top left corner that it has taken 36 
individual face rotations to reach this point. 
As a matter of interest, a thoroughly 
disturbed cube needs about 150 such 
moves to completely sort it and a pristine 
cube would still register 25 moves. This 
latter figure could be reduced to just the 
whole cube rotations if, at every stage, we 
checked the correct location and then left it 
alone if it were OK. But why would we 
want to bother? You may, however, wish to 
do this later as an exercise once you have 
the program fully operational. 


Incidentally, you may find that, with Pause 
ON with a fast computer, the mouse 
response is too rapid and a lazy mouse click 
will allow two or more faces to rotate. If so, 
add a time delay in SUB RotPr() within 
the IF pause = 1 THEN ... END IF block 
as follows (in addition to the mouse loop)- 
tim! = TIMER + .33: DO: LOOP 
UNTIL TIMER > tim! 


Note that this is the same as used in the 
main module; if you wish, you may change 
the time delay of .33 (seconds) so that you 
just have time to release the mouse button 
before it comes around again. 


ed 





Code Listing 7 continued from page 57. 


Rotpr 6,3 2UROtpr’ 2; 232 Rotpr 6, -1 
‘copy 3 END IFs 
‘if u/b/1 is correct u/f/r, move it to 
a Seth 1 ere ee, ag 3 ys 
‘copy 3. IF ‘statements 
PrStr: “Move..u/b/1. to..d/ft/r- *; 
PrStr “ie. L-1D2L a, 22 
ROUDY: 35-432 (ROUCRY 2) 24-7 REY 3) L 
‘copy 3 END IFs 
“Vf u/£/ 1: is. eérveck: 1/£/n,. move-it te 
1. 2 Clay 2D yea. Se CS 7 tee eo Cle, 
‘copy 3 IF statements 
Prstr “Move. w7£/1- to.d/f/rv.™,-4 
PrStr “ie. LDL-1 a= 
ROUDI S71 sROGpY 2, 2s: BOLDL- 35. °3 
‘copy 3 END IFs 
‘if d/b/r is correct. u/E/r;. move it’. to 
1 2 C(2; 1, L) 2° eee wl Lee Cl, 
‘copy 3 IF statements 
PrStr “Move d/b/r to d/f/r 
PrStr “ie. D-1 
ROUCOL t2,% 3 
‘copy 3 END IFs 
‘if: d/b/1..is correct: u/f/r,; move-it: to 
Ae Oey Ly oe eee oy ore Se, 
‘copy 3 IF statements 
PrStr “Move: -d/b/2-:£0:>d/f/xe.. *; 4 
PrStr “ie. Dz a. 
ROUDY 2; sa 
‘copy 3: END: TFs 
‘if, d/E/1- is. correct: wff/r, move it to 
i = c(2, 3, 33:42 e(5;°3)" 1) ik = °c (3; 
‘copy 3 IF statements 
PrStr: “Move d/f/l'to':d/f/r 
PrStr “ie. D 
ROCpI 2, 1 
‘copy 3 END IFs 
u/£/r cube now at d/f/r. ——— 
So move to it to u/f/r 
PrStr “Move. d/f/r to. BsE7n 74 
IF ¢c(2,.3;.1). = ue THEN *i ft peicdlour on DB 
‘face, it must be moved to R face 
PrStr “ie. R-1DRD2 Py de 
Rotpr 4,3:. Rotpr'2,;1i3-Rotpr74;,1: .-Rotpr 2;-2 
END IF 
IF -¢(5,-3, 3) = Wwe ‘THEN:-“4f vecicolour on, F 
PrStr “ie. FDF-1 oS 
Rotpr. 5,1:Rotpr: 2; i: Rotpr:-s;.3:. ‘move. to.n/r 
END IF 
IF (4 2,):°3)::= we THEN. 36 uc’ colour on’ R 
PrStr “ie. R-1D-1R ne 
Rotpr 4,3:Rotpr 2,3: Rotpr 4,1 ‘move to u/r 
END IF 
IF n < 4 THEN RotCube 
NEXT n 
PrStr blank, 3:PrStr blank, 4 
PrStr blank, 5:PrStr blank, 6 
END SUB 


End of Listing 7 





Erratum 


In SUB grafic(), the 22 space string, blank, was defined as SPC(22) 
which is wrong usage. It should be blank = SPACE$(22) 


The original draft used blank = “ “ ’22 spaces, which also works but was 
too long for the magazine panel and was changed over the phone 
without checking. Apologies. 











Where Are We? 


If you examine the code for Solve() in 
Listing 5, Part 2, you will see that the 
next procedure is Edges2().in which 
we first invert the whole cube, 
putting the finished layer omt 
bottom, and then correct the middle 
layer edge cubes. This, and more, will 
occur in next month’s Part 4. QO 





Members’ Free Ads. 


FOR SALE 


OFFICE 97 Professional version 
(Almost new & perfect) 





Integrated suite with Word, Excel, 
Power Point, Access, Outlook, 
Bookshelf Basics. Manual. 


Will part with for $250. 
Adam (03) 9877-2943 


ADOBE PREMIERE Version 4.2 
Video editing software. Hardly used. 
Full version with manual. 

$150. Adam (03) 9877-2943 


FOR SALE 


MS Windows 98 Upgrade (for users 
of Windows 3.1x and Windows 95). 
Second Edition (Updated and 
Improved). 


Not Used. $100.00 
Phone 9561 0982 


e-mail morrell@melbpc.org.au 








Got a comment for 
the PC Update Team? 


e-mail 
pcupdate@melbpc.org.au 


PC Update, April 2000 


| aN | \ 
| ‘ | 
. | | 
' \ | { 
7 , ' . 
\ 
| | 
| 


Following the success of similar f | 
Seminars held over the last two Ol ING WA A 


years, Melbourne PC Training is 
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Phone 9699 6222 9.00 amto 5.00 pm. 











Answered Questions 


A: From Peter Smith: PROBLEM When 
you print a document containing the 
NUMPAGES field (for example, page 1 
of 5), the Total Number of Pages field 
(NUMPAGES) may print incorrectly. 
NOTE: When you view the Total 
Number of Pages field (NUMPAGES) 
on the screen, it appears correctly. 


WORKAROUND To work around this 
problem, do one of the following 


methods before you print your Word 
2000 document: 


Method 1: Turn Off Show/Hide 
Method 2: Turn Off Background 
Printing 

Method 3: Turn On Reverse Print 
Order 


Questions and Answers 


Q: Over the last two weeks the mouse 
movement has become very erratic on 
some occasions. I have cleaned the 

mouse ball but there is still a problem. 


A: It is probably dirt on the rollers or it 
could be worn gears. Even a speck of 
dust on the rollers is enough to cause 
mouse problems. 


Q: IT have another problem with the 
mouse. When the children are playing 
certain games the cursor starts at the 
bottom of the screen and drifts up to 
the top of the screen and “the deer gets 
away”. 


A: A joystick trim can cause it or it may 


be dirt. 
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Q: Originally I installed Windows 95 
from the CD-ROM. At one stage I 
uninstalled the fax component. I 
subsequently downloaded a Y2K fix 
from the Microsoft Web site. I then 
needed the fax and tried to install it. It 
asks for the original disk. I put in the 
CD-ROM but it can’t find the file. Is 
this because of the updates? How can I 
get out of this problem? 


A: You are probably correct in your 
assessment. There is information on the 
Microsoft Web site http:// 
www.microsoft.com/support knowledgebase 
and do a search. You may have to 
uninstall the patch and possibly IE5 
before it will accept the CD. 


Q: I find Windows 95 takes a long time 
to close down. I have recently 
reformatted the hard disk so it should 
be a clean installation. 


A1: There is no easy fix. If you try the 
Microsoft knowledgebase and search on 
something like “windows shutdown 
long time” you will get a 12 page 
document of possible causes and 
solutions. It may be waiting for some 
hardware to close. 


A2: Start in Safe Mode. Go into the 
device manager and remove any 
duplicate entries. These will cause 
Windows to search for non-existent 
hardware. 


Q: I have an Acer laptop running 
Windows 95 that randomly resets itself. 
I have a Superdisk installed as E: drive. 


A1: Check the Acer Web site for an 
FAQ. 
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A2: The Superdisk should have 


installed as a floppy as drive B: not E: 
drive. Try reinstalling it. 


Q: I have machine at work running 
Windows 98 SE and Word 97. 
Sometimes when the secretary types E 
it toggles to Windows Explorer. I expect 
that it is some key combination but I 
can’t find out what it is. Even if you get 
out of Word it still does it. You have to 
reboot the whole machine. It has only 
happened recently and we have tried 
different keyboards. 


A: It may be something to do with the 
Accessibility options where you have 
sticky keys. 

Q: I was using a 33.6 Kb modem 
without trouble on Melb PC. Recently 
I upgraded to a NetComm Roadster 


USB 56 Kb modem and now 
downloads won’t complete. 


A: Try ringing in to different modem 
banks, ie different Internet numbers as 
some modems have problems 
connecting to certain other modems. 


Check the Melb PC home page for the 
FAQ. 
Q: When Windows starts up it will call 


up some odd program. I have checked 
the registry and still cannot get rid of it. 


A: In Windows 95 it is an involved 
process. In Windows 98 run 
MSCONKHIG. This will show you all the 
programs that run at start up. Uncheck 
any that you do not want. 
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Unanswered Questions 


Q: From Erica Place: My problem with 
Word’s page numbering is when I ask it 
to print from page x to page y, and there 
seems to be no way to tell it (in a large 
document with differently numbered 
sections) which lot you want it to print! 
Any answers to that one? 


Q: From Doug Bennett: I have a 
Compaq notebook Amada 1500, latest 
version, running windows 95 and 
Internet Explorer 5 with Outlook 
Express (latest). The Internet 
connection from the office has no 
difficulty in handling the “0” before the 
provider number, (for a PABX) and 
again there is no problem with using 
“properties” to remove the “O” when I 
am at home. The problem comes when 
[ travel interstate and want to check my 
2>-mail from the hotel, and despite all 
my efforts, and the limited knowledge 
of the concierge, using two commas 
before the number, the “no answer” 
comment continues to appear. No one 
in the software business seems to know 


the answer! Can anyone help? O 






Over to You 


- Please contact me if you have any 
comments on the answers given; _ 
_ can provide a reply for the | 


unanswered questions; or if yor = 
cannot attend the monthly meeting | 


and would like a question asked 
and included in this column. 


To contact me: write to me care of 


the office; leave a message on the : | 


BBS or telephone meon | 
(03) 9857 5567 AH or e-mail 
me at jswale@melbpc.org.au 


Note: Please contact commercial 
_ distributors before asking a 


question here. In all cases mention 


version numbers. 
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Letters to 
The Editor 


Our February Issue 


he POWER Basic article (PC 
Update, February 2000 page 58) 
sets the challenge of recompiling the 


code for the 500 room hotel puzzle into 


a different Basic language and beating 
the author’s 12k file. 


I don’t know any programming 
languages, but I faced the puzzle 
challenge by solving it in Excel. This 
took me about seven minutes (which 
I suspect is much quicker than most 
people could type, let alone write out 
the code for the PowerBasic version). 
However the file size for the POWER 
Basic version was 12 K. My Excel file 
was 10 MB!! 


I guess it’s a question of speed vs size. 


In your February editorial you wrote 
about your e-mail and address book 
being stored (and lost) on the applic- 
ation drive rather than your data drive 
and how you now have a batch file to 
back up that data. Many people 
including me have similar setups. 
Could I ask for an article on what files 
apart from one’s own obvious data files 
need to be backed up to minimise the 
stress of restoring a crashed computer. 
I don’t really understand which 
Registry files, Favourites files etc are 
important or where Windows squirrels 
away things like e-mail and any other 
important bits and pieces. 


If it’s not worth an article, perhaps 
could John Swale answer this in his 
Random Access column. 


With thanks, 
David Ringelblum 
Member 11878 O 


Quicken’s 
Response 


(Refer page 24) 


hank you for the opportunity to 

respond. Understanding we have 
limited room I would like to keep my 
response to two issues. 


Firstly we do admit that our 
instructions for the upgrade were not 
clear and we will be addressing this 
issue in Our next upgrade which will 
be a complimentary upgrade via the 
Web to all our Quicken Personal and 
Quicken Delux customers. Version 8 
will be available in May. 


Secondly Quicken has not dropped the 
ball on software and we continue to 
expand our development team and 
support network. We are also 
introducing new innovative software 
products into the market in 2000. Our 
added focus online is a key strength of 
Quicken due to the convergence of 
software and online services. It has 
allowed Quicken to the only company 
in Australia to launch services such as 

a fully integrated online banking and 
accounting solution for small to 
medium businesses; and a fully 
automated EFTPOS system for small to 
medium retailers in Australia. Quicken 
is a company that is embracing the 
convergence of both software and Web 
technology and the opportunities it 
offers for our customers. 


I would be interested in talking to your 
writer if he wishes and will certainly be 
very happy to discuss any issues about 
Quicken’s product or strategic 
direction. 


Paul Marshall 
Group Product Manager O 





61 


Dial Help Rules 


The volunteer members listed on the reverse 
side of your mailer (who are not necessarily 
experts) provide phone assistance to other 
members FREE of charge. Dial Help is not free 
advertising for individuals who charge for their 
services; please advise the President directly 
of any such abuse. 


Please, before ringing a Dial Help volunteer: 


@ Ring the vendor’s support line and/or your 
corporate help desk. 


@ Read the manuals and have them handy. 


@ Turn on your computer and have your 
software running if possible. 


@ Be able to reproduce your problem. 


@ Have your phone beside the computer. 


Keep all calls short, particularly business hours 
calls. If the volunteer is not available do not 
expect someone else to solve your problem, 
ring again later. 


For topics not covered on you mailer or if you 
are unsure whom to call, ring The Dial Help 
First Aid Line: 9696 9200 (10.00 am-3.00 pm). 
A volunteer will assist you and suggest further 
contacts. 


If you wish to help, or if you know of errors in 
the list, p ease advise the Production Manager 
ph: 97001566, e-mail prod-mgr@melbpc.org.au, 
or advise the Melb PC Office by phone, fax or 
e-mail — details on page 2. 


Please do not leave messages on the BBS. Use 
phone, fax or e-mail instead. 


Please keep calls within the hours Ndlcated, and 
avoid ringing Dial Help volunteers on weekends. 
Above all, courtesy counts. For instance, please 
don't expect a volunteer to call you back on a 
mobile phone. 


Day means 

9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Evening means 

6.30 pm — 9.00 pm 





PC Update Themes and Deadlines for 2000 


May 


Computer Telephony 


Deadline 31 March 
June 


Conneciivily 
Deadline 5 May 


July 


SOHO/SME 
Deadline 2 June 


pesdiias a a Jone 
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September 


Graphics 


Deadline 4 August 





October 


Windows 2000 
Deadline 1 September 


November 





Business Applications 


Deadline 29 September 


Dec-Jan 


Christmas Special 


Deadline 27 October 


Please plan your writing activity. 
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Melbourne PC User Group Inc. 
MONTHLY MEETING DETAILS 


All members and guests 


welcome | 
Pharmacy College _ Pharmacy College 
381 Royal Parade 381 Royal Parade 
Parkville Parkville 
6:00 pm 
Do you have a product that To Zoo 







would interest our members? 


At least 250 members and guests 
and sometimes many more 
dependent upon the topic of the 
night, attend our monthly 
meetings. These meetings provide 
an excellent forum for the 
introduction and release of new 
products to those who are both 

_ users and decision-makers. 


.Meetings are arranged 
around planned themes. 
Members or presenters 
who are able to assist or —ee 

_ contribute are invitedto = Next Meeting: Wednesday 5 April 
COntact the convene, 


Brian Hocus Ce Random Access. Members’ Questions & Answers 


office, on 9699 6222 Corel: WordPerfect Office 2000. 
or by e-mail _ MGI: Photosuite. 
bhor@melbpc.org.au As always... your questions to the presenters. Bring your guests. Light 


refreshments available. Membership staff on hand. Shareware sales: 
orders filled on the night, while you wait. Raffles, giveaways and more. 
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A Pre-Press Bureau 
as close as your phone 











We’ve been transferring graphic files via the internet for many years 
(long before it became the www!) and we're experts at helping you find the way. 
So if you have internet access, we can provide you with a fast high quality imagesetting 
service with out you leaving your desk. 


Using our simple web based delivery system you can send us files and we will express post 
the film, proofs or bromides back to you, in most cases the same day. 


We specialise in the output of PC (and ok, if you insist . . MAC) files to film, digital and 
chemical proofs and bromides for offset or screen printing. 


With years of experience dealing with PageMaker, Illustrator, Quark, Corel and PDF files we 
fora] ae] 01 (e1-4h’amr~] ale i sree) ale)anl(er-]ihvanlanl olessiomr-]alemeleiuolelan’.ole| mm ni(-\-m aida meal -manlialianlelanme) miele 


Pagmation Design Services 


Computer graphics bureau, pre-press production, 
ola ialamel=ts)celamr-) elem ant-lat-le()aal>)al@mn i >1 eel 1-1[e]ar-lale mel —\'4-1(0) 9) an [—a) 


www.pagination.com.au Telephone 03 5223 2494 





